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Officb of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, 

Providence, December, 1888. 

To the Honorable the General Asitembly : 

The Thirtieth Annual Report upon the Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode 
Island, is herewith respectfully submitted. The statistics presented are for the 
year ending December 31, 1882. 

The usual Tables given in the Reports of previous years, are included with 
additional items, and some new Tables, summaries and diagrams added, as occa- 
sion required in further elucidation of some point or subject considered, or in 
illustration of facts presented, or statements made. 

The general results of vital registration, according to the returns during 1882, 
are presented in the following summary : 
I 

BIRTUS. 

nX. PARSNTAOS. 

Males 8,509 American 8,427 

FemaJes 8,816 Foreign 8,898 



Whole namber of birtlia 



MARRIAQES. 

American Groom and Bride 1,500 

Foreign- born Ort>om and Bride 650 

Aioericau Groom and Foreign Bride 843 

Foreign Groom and American Bride 288 

Whole number of marriages S,684 

DEATHS 

8KZ. I PARBNTAOV. 

Males a,487 " American 3,490 

Females 2,687 | Foreign. 2,645 

Whole number of deaths 6,074 

There vrae one birth to every 40.6 of the population. 

One person married in every 52.5 of the population. 

I In every 54.6 of the population. 



iv. THIRTIETH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1882. 

It may be said, without exaggeration, that there is a steady Improvement in a 
large majority of the towns in the promptness and completeness of the returns of 
death, and in the collection of the returns of births. 

Several towns have passed ordinances, requiring the observance of the Statute 
in relation to making a return to the town clerks, of every death, before the 
burial or removal from the town, of the body of the decedent, with a specific 
minimum penalty for violation of the same. 

The following draft of an ordinance has been furnished to several towns, which 
may be adopted by other towns, or at least serve to suggest other forms, which 
may seem to more fully accomplish the desired purposes : 

It is ordained by the town council of the town of as follows : 

" Sec. 1. Whenever any death shall occur in the town of 
it shall be the duty of the undertaker^ or the person who has charge of the burial 
or removal of the body of the decedent, to obtain, before burial or removal 
of same, the physician's certificate (if a physician was in attendance) of the 
name, date and cause of death ; and said physician shall exercise due courtesy 
and diligence in furnishing said certificate ; and if no physician was in attend- 
ance, or could be reached only with difficulty, then to obtain from such sources 
as shall seem most reliable, the cause of death, and with the same all the facts 
required by law in the Public Statutes. (Chapter 85, Section S), as shown in the 
blank returns of death, and make or present the said returns to the town clQrk of 
the said town." 

*' Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the town clerk, upon the presentation of a 
return of death in accordance with law, and to his satisfaction, to issue to said 
undertaker or other person a permit or certificate of permission to bury, entomb, 
or remove the body of said deceased person without the limits of the town." 

*'Sec. 8. Any person engaged or concerned in the burial, entombment or re- 
moval from the town of the body of a deceased person without a permit, or 
knowingly violating any of the provisions of the preceding section, shall be fined 
not less than five dollars, nor more than twenty dollars." 

Sec. 4. This ordinance shall go into effect on the first day of 188 . 

The specific minimum penalty is what gives force to any ordinance, and the 
omission of the same is the weakness of statute law. 

•With a sufl9cient minimum penalty provided for violation of the Statute, re- 
quiring the returns of death to be made before burial or removal of the 
decedent's body, the greatest drawback to correct and complete returns of death 
would be removed. 

It is sincerely to be hoped that the Honorable General Assembly will, at an 
early day, enact amendments to the registration law, in relation to vital statistics, 
requiring permits from the town or city clerks or city registrars, for the burial 
or removal of the dead, and aflix an adequate minimum penalty for every wilful 
violation of that requirement, and of every other provision of the law. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. H. FISHER, 

State Regiittrar, 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1882. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes, and Divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



SEX. 



Jiinuary. . . . Males. . . 

1 Females. 
Total.... 



Febriiarv. 



March. 



April 



xMav. 



M ales. . . . 
Females. 
Total.... 



Males. . . 
I Females. 
Total . . . 



Males.... 
■ Females. . 
'Total.... 



Males. . . 
Females. 
iTotal . . . 



J line. 



Males. . . . 
Females. . 
Total.... 



July I Males. . . 

Females.. 1 



s 



287 
252 
539 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



2 



5S 



278 
274 
552 



293 
2G3 
55G 



254 
2GG 
520 



288 
258 
54G 



28G 
279 



iTotal .... I 565 
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7 19 
9 18 
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12 
36 



17 
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37 



10 23 
131 14 
23 37 



35, 25; 
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14 
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4 
10 
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23 
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76: 
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91 
86 
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a 

16 
14 

30 



121 13 
105 14 

226, 27 



123 21 
128; 18 
251 39 



95' 125 19 
76 121 ! 23 
171 246 42 



107 12 
116 14 
223 26 



80 122 19 
84| 102: 18 
164 224 37 



103 109. 19 
109 98. 16 
212; 207| 35 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1882.— Coutiniied. 




August. . . , Males. . . 

Females. 
Total... 



September. . i Males. . . 

'•Females. 



rotal . . . 



October | Males. . . 

Females. 
Total . . . 



November . . Males 

Females. 
Total... 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



December . . 



Males. . . 
Females. 
Total . . . 



Whole year. Males. . . 

Females. 
ITotal .. 



296 
287 
583 

i 

304' 
259 
563 



3151 
310 
625 



61?i 



349 
285 
634 



3,509 
3,316 
6,825 
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259 454 
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 1882. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State, 
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131 


149 


30 


294 




no 


12 


15 


11 


8 


52 


f)4 


28 




Fourth Quarter* . 


838 


28 


54 


26 


43 


2sf 


368 


67 


774 


Whole Year.,,-. 


2,634 


89 


186 


59 


137 


Sll 


1>172 


180 


2,750 
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Table V.— AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1882. 



AGES OF WOMEN. 



AGES OF MEN.! 



25 to 30. . . . 

30 to 35 

35 to 40. . . . 
40 to 45. . . . 

45 to 50 

50 to 55. . . . 
55 to 60. . . . 
GO to 65. . . . 
65 to 70. . . . 
70 to 75. . . . 
75 to 80. . . . 
80 to 85. ; . . 
Not Stated 



o 



o 

i 



39 


15 


266 


577 


99 


406 


27 


113 


8 


50 


1 


8 


1 


3 




6 



3 

89i 
267 
113 
39 
20 
9 
4 
4 
1 
1 



40 
27 
12 
4 
4 
3 



Whole No. Fern.. * 441 1180! 550' 213 



! I 



3 



7 4, 2 

' I 

43 9 2 

73 is! 5 



34j 6 
24|16 

7 712 
3' 7 7 
5 ] 5 

3 



3 iS 



lil*. 



s 

7^ 



I I 6 



1^, 



5z; 
« 

o 

57 
945 
827 
350 
180 
104 
58 
43 
28 
24 
9 
4 
3 
2 



,2634 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 1882. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes, and Divisions of the State. 











DIVISIONS OP 


THE STATE. 




MONTHS. 


SEX. 


ii 
5 


B 


'A 

a 


K 

O 

s 

o « 

o a 


s 


ce County, 
wns. 




B 

I 

ca 






cc 


5 


S 

o 


11 




e o 


B 

» 


1 

-i 
a 






j> 
"o 


1 

« 


1 






> 


2 

I 






















January. . . . 


Males 


1 on 


1 1 


11 


2 


13 


67 


78 


1 ± 


Females. . 







8 


4 


9 


61 


107 


Q 
O 




Total.... 




ID 


19 


6 


22 


128 


185 


99 


February. . . 


Males 




(* 
D 


14 


2 


9 


64 


74 


lU 


Females. . 


410 


o 
o 


10 


1 


15 


67 


103 


V 




Total.... 


0«7/6 


1 A 


24 


3 


24 


131 


177 


1 
1 J 


March 


Males 




5 
D 


12 
13 


6 


10 
9 


68 
70 


86 
80 


V 

1 1 
1 1 




Females. . 


5 




Total.... 




1 1 
11 


25 


11 


19 


138 


166 


90 




Males 


9n$) 

/COO 


Q 
O 

1 9 


10 
16 


1 
4 


14 

7 


63 
70 


85 
87 


1 9 
1 9 




Females. . 




Total.... 




9n 


26 


5 


21 


133 


• 172 




May 


Males 


191 
215 




18 
13 


5 


12 
11 


57 
71 


77 
92 


15 
14 




Females. . 


11 






Total... 


406 


18 


31 


I 


23 


128 


169 


29 




Males 

Females. . 


171 

208 


6 
6 


7 


5 


13 


55 
74 


77 
88 


8 




16 


2 


16 


6 




Total,... 


379 


12 


23 


7 


29 


129 


165 


14 






205 
205 


6 
5 


12 


3 


11 


73 
70 


95 


5 




Females. . 


14 


2 


13 


97 


4 




Total.... 


410 


11 


26 


5 


24 


143 


192 


9 


Aufi^usfc 


MrIps 


294 


11 
12 


19 


12 


22 


107 


112 


11 


'Females. . 


295 


19 


13 


25 


104 


110 


12 




Total.... 


589 


23 


38 


25 


47 


211 


222 


23 


September. . 


Males 


225 


7 


13 


7 


18 


76 


85 


19 




Females. . 


219 


11 


14 


6 


17 


73 


82 


16 




Total.... 


444 


18 


27 


13 


35 


149 


167 


35 


October. . . . 


Males 


217 


8 


10 


11 


13 


74 


92 


9 




Females. . 


182 


4 


18 


8 


7 


64 


73 


8 




Total.... 


399 


12 


28 


19 


20 


138 


165 


17 


November . . 


Males 


229 


10 


7 


4 


14 


70 


118 


6 




Females. . 


232 


10 


14 


() 


7 


55 


129 


11 




Total .... 


461 


20 


21 


10 


21 


125 


247 


17 


December . . 


Males 


191 


4 


16 


4 


5 


51 


101 


10 


Females. . 


214 


9 


11 


3 


7 


62 


114 


8 




Total .... 


405 


13 


27 




12 


113 


215 


18 


Whole Year. Males. .. . 


2,487 


89 


149 


62 


154 


825 


1,080 


128 


■Females.. 


2,587 


. 99 


166 


57 


143 


841 


1,162 


119 


iTotiil.... 


5,074 


188 


3J5 


119 297 


1,666 


2,242 


247 



8 



10 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1882. 

Shotoing the Number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in every 
Town and Division of the State; also the Ratio of 
Deaths to Population. 



TOWNS 

AND DIV1810N8 OF Till 
?*TATK. 



Barringtoii 

Bristol 

Warren >. . . 

Bristol County. 



Coventry 

East Greenwich. 
West Greenwich. 

Warwick 

Kent County. . 



Population, 1880. 



Whole 
Number. 



SEX. 



l,359|Male8. . . 

I Females. 
6,028 Males. . . 
Females. 
Males — 
Females. 
Males. . . . 
Females. 



4,007 
11,394 



DEATH9, 1889. 



I 



. o 



^55 



0. T4 10 

1. T? lo: 



2,887 
1,018 
12,164 



4,519 Males 

Females. . 
Males. . . . 
Females.. 

Males 

Females. . 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 
20,588l Males.... 
I Females. . 



5 
5 
49 
I 68 
1.77 7i: 35 
I 36 
1.65 188| 89 
' 99 



1.92 87 1 35 
I 52 
1.77 51' 21 
' 30 
1.57 16 12 
4 
81 
80i 



1.32 161 
1.53! 315 



1491 
166i 





459 


Males. . . . 


1.09 


5 


4 






FemaicB. . 






1 






Halee. . . . 


1.06 


20 


10 




Females . 






10 




1,130 


Males. , , . 


0.61, 


1 


2 






Females. . 






5 




1,20;^ 


Males.... 


1.08 


13 


5 












8 




1,U70 


Males , 


1 '^'^1 
1, i i\ 


35 


15 






FenialL's. . 


20 




2,5U5 


Mn.1v.s-. 


1.56, 


39 


26 






1 \ Tililfrs. . 






13 


Towns, Newport Co. 


8,48? 


Males. . . . 


1.40 


119 


62 




Females. . 






57 








1 

1.89j 


297 


154 












1431 



1 

2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
6 
3 

12 

8 



27 
23 









i 


el 


«9 




& 




a 
c 


•0 


•D 
C 





(3 
9 




V 

s 


•0 

e 

CS 


•0 

S 

ee 










1 




14 


4 




14 


1 


1 


7 


1 


■■ 


4 






22 


- 6 




18 


1 


1 


5 


3 


I 


13 


2 




3 












2 






20 


2 


1 


11 


2 


2 


30 


5 


2 


31 


4 


4 



1 .... 



2 1 
3j 1 
4!.. 
1 .. 
6 2 
1 



18S2.J 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1882.— Continued. 



8 I S 



5 
3, 



3 
4 



1 



ii... 

1 



6 

t 

2; 



9' 10 
6 13 



1 9 

7 9 

4! 11 

9| 17 



2 



1 .. 

2 
1 
1 

1':: 

3 2 
7 3 



11 13 

91 9 



2 
31 
3 
3' 
6 
6 



1' 
2 

ll 
li 
1 
1 

3; 
3 
6: 



11 
10 
19 
19 



2 .. 

3 



3 
2 



19, 10 
131 12 



1 

2 
2 
6 
4 
4 

12 



3 
6 
5 
4 
3 
1 
5 
3 



3 
1 
2 
1 
9 
4 



ll., 
2 

3|- 

9 

8 

12l 
17 



1 . . . 




4 




2, 


4 




1 


1 




1 


2 




5| 


1 




4! 


6 





6 

10 
1 

3 
2 

2.... 

13 4 
12 7 
16 21 15 
13 27 12 





2 


2 






1 


1 


1 


3 


1 


2 


3 




1 




2 



1 

2 
4 
1 

11 

7 



16 18 
11. 15 



6 
17 



1' 
2l 



1-^ 
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Table VII.— ©BATHS, 1882.— Continued. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVIHI0N8 OP THE 






Whole 
Number. 


SBX. 


Per cent, to 
Population. 

1 


Whole 
Number. 


2 


Burrillville . 


f\ "71/1 
0, i 14 


iviaics. . . . 


1.36 


78 


41' 






r eniaies. . 






^si 


Cranston . 




Males. . . . 


3.52 


209 


Wo 






Females. . 






106 




6,445 


Males 


2.11 


136 


69 






Females. . 






67 


East Providence. . . 


K fine 

o,Uob 


Males. . . . 


1.62 


82 


46 






Females. . 






36 




1,552 


Males. . . . 


1.03 


16 


9 






Females. . 






7 




2,250 


Males. . . . 


0.91 


22 


13 






Females. . 






9 




5,765 


Males. . . . 


1.28 


74 


33 






Ffl^nales. . 






41 




13,765 


Males. . . . 


1.59 


220 


101 






Females. . 






119 


North Providence. 


1,467 


Males. . . . 


1.29 


19 


11 






Females. . 






8 


North Smithfield. . 


3,088 


Males. . . . 


1.33 


41 


22 






Females. . 






19 




19,030 


Males. . . . 


1.84 


350 


190 






Females. . 






160 




3,810 


Males, , » . 


1.34 


51 


17 






Fenuiles*. 






34: 


Smithfield 


3,085 




0.78 


24 


8i 






Femalcis. . 






16 




16,050 


Hales. . . . 


2.14 


344 


163 






Females* . 






181 


Towns, Prov. Co. 


93,017 


Males 


1.79 


1,666 


825 




Feiiijik'8.. 






841 


Providence City. 


104,857 


Males. . . . 


2.14 


2,242 


1,080 










1,162 




1,117 




0.63 




1 

5 






FeiJiak.s.. 






2 




1,810 


Mules. . . . 


1.37 


18 


ll! 






FeiiuUos, . 






7i 




2,952 


Mules, . . . 


1.35 


40 


20 




Feumlae. . 






20 


North Kingstown. 


3,049 


Hales. . . . 


1.39 


55 


28' 




Femiilei. . 






27' 


South Kingstown . 


5,114 


Mules 


1.11 


57 


31 




Females. . 






26 




1,949 


Males. . . . 


0.77 


15 


8 






Females. . 






7 


Westerly 


6,104 


Maloij. . . . 


0.90 


55 


25, 










30 


Yashikotok Co. . 


22,405 


Molea. . . . 


1.10 


247 


128| 












119i 



OS 






& 
>» 


ei 


eo 
& 


«; 
a 


•3 


•V 


o 


3 
t3 


S3 
'O 


•a 

s 


a 

at 


a 

es 




'"' 


c* 


12 


3 




4 


1 


2 


10 


2 


1 


17 


2 


2 


13 


7 




12 


4 


i 


13 




2 


5 


i 


1 


1 






4 






2 






5 






9 


2 




29 


14 


i 


17 


6 


4 


2 






3 


1 




11 

3 


1 


i 


59 


8 


8 


35 


8 


3 


2 




1 


5 


i 




2 


2 




3 


1 


"i 


59 


14 


8 


42 


13 


4 


221 


51 


22 


158 


40 


18 


230 


66 


31 


186 


63 


26 




3 






1 






5 








•l 




I 












5 






2 




"i 


1 






1 






5 


1 




4 


1 


2 


24 


8 




10 


S 


"s 
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TAiiLE VII.— DEATHS, 1882.— Continued. 



a I a 



1 



31 la 

5| 

••I 1 

. . 1 



5, 3 

16 12 

15 9 

,ol : 

23, 16 



1 



1 
» 
1 



2 


1 


3 


2 


0' 




% 


l(i 


"ir 






9 


3 


S! 


S 


1 


5 


10 


3 


4 


3 


3 


i\ 


6 









8 
2 
6 
12 
6 
6 
2 
2 
1 
1 





1 




4 


3 




1 


4 


;! 


12 


5 





4 

5 4 

j^i* i; 

25| 16 

32 saa 



6 
8 
31 



15: }5 



2 
8 

IS 
1 
3 
1 
1 
10 
32 
71 



281 101 



4S 
6t 



125 
147 



2 
2 



1, 
I . 
1 
2 

1' 



2i. 



16 
13 
2 



13| 

61 ; 

rei 



10, 



3 
4 
3 

10 
1 



13 
10 

1 
1 
6 

9 
49 



in, 8G 

101 



11 
8 



1 
4 
9 
46 
58 

89 
81 



3 
4 
9 
15 
5 
4 
7 
1 
2 
1 
1 



10 

lo; 

81 

6| 
1 
4 
4 
2 
3 



6|. 

8i 

5 

15| 

3' 



1 

17 

10| 

6! 

3 
l' 
2; 
13 
13i 
76 
61 

80| 
101' 




1 
2 
11 
14 
68 
89 



1 

2 
1 

6' 

i 

3; 
2 



3 



3! .... 
3; 1 
11 6 
191 12 
1 
4 



2 

31. 

6| 
391 
58! 



1; 



1 

2 .... 

2I 1 
1 1 
3; 3 
4!.. . 

51 
4; 
3; 



2 

61.. 
3I., 
3 

1 .. 

1, « 
2|., 

41., 











si: 

2- . 
1. 




l| 


i 




1 


ii. 




5 


ii 



13j 10 



77; 40| 5i.. 
1001 48! 16.. 
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Table VII. — DEATHS, 1882.— Recapitulation by Counties. 



Population, 1880. 



Deaths, 1882. 



COUNTIES. 



Whole 
Nnniber. 



SEX. 



HitisTOL Co ! 11,394 



Males. . . 
Females. . 



2 c 



o o 



1.65 



^1 



188 89 22 
99 18 



Kent Co. 



I 1 ! 

! 20,588 1 Males....! 1.53| 
Females..! 



315 



149 
166 



30i 
31 



Newport Co j 24,180 



Males. . . . 
Females. . 



1.72 416 216 
200 



39 14 
31 12 



Prov. Co — 



197,874 



Wash. Co j 22,495 



Males....; 1.97 3,908 1,905 
Females.. 2,003 



2 
4 



451 117 53 
344103 44 



Males....! 1.10 247 128, 24. 3 ... 
Females.. 119 10 2 3 



I 

Whole State. . . . 276,531 Males. .... 1.84 5,074 2,487 566jl45 61 

'Females..! 2,587. 4341122; 57 



1SS2.] 
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Table VII. — DEATHS, 1882.— Recapitllation by Counties. 



I 1 



9 
5 



3(' 29 
38 25 



4 

4i 



44 37 80 

48. 36 76 









under 






)UI1 


c 




-a 
5 


p 

es 


s 


o 





61 40 

58 38 



51 

50 



4! 

9l 



73 
85 



94 
106 



11 
17 



14 
16 



10 
12 



15 
12 



196! 

2481 218 



7 
16 



237 211 

3031 260 



6 

8' 

I 



7! 

i2i 



12 
17 



22i 121 24 
15; 17 15 



135 I35I 156 
1671 139| 162 



6| 19, 16! 21 15 
7, 19 13l 27 12 



29 12 
22 25 



145. 79 
189 106 



13 11 15 17 13 

8 71 9 18 15 



182 183 
203 190 



218 224 124 
211 273i 162 



10 

29, 



11 
10 



1 ... 



121 18 
421 14 
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Table YII.— DEATHS, 1882.— Rkcapitllation by Counties. 



Population, 1880. 



Deatiir, 1882. 



COUNTIES. 



Whole 
Number. 



SEX. 



Bristol Co | ll,394|Males. . 

! i Females. 



§3 1^ 



1.65 188 89 22 6 
99 18 1 



Kent Co | 20,588iMales. . . . ' 1.53 315 149 



Females. . 



1G6 



Newport Co. 



24,180 



Prov. Co '197,874 



Wash. Co i 22,495 



Whole State... 276,531 



Males....! 1.72 416 216 



Females. . 



200 



30 5 

31 4 



39 14 
31 12 



Males....; 1.97 3,908 1,905' 451 lit 




5 

53 



Females. . 



2,003' 344 103 44 



Males.... 1.10 247 128, 24 3 ... 
Females.. 119 10 2 3 



Males.... I 1.84 5,074 2,487 566145 61 
Females..! 2,587! 434,122. 57 



1882.] 



DEATHS. 



15 



Table VII. — DEATHS, 1882.— Recapitulation by Counties. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1882. 



Showing the Average Age at Death in the several OccupationSy Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agriculture. 

Farmers 

Florists 

Gardeners 



II. Professional 
AND Personal 
Services. 

Artists 

AaetioiMr 

BATliarB 

Bar Tenders 

Canvaeaer 

Clergymen 

Clrrk - and Salesman. 

Coaclimen 

Constables 

Cooks 

Dentist 

Hostlers 

Hotel Keepers 

Janitors 

Journalist 

* Laborers 

Liiwyers 

Miiaicians 
MusiLvtcrtcJur 

Physicians. ... 
Policeman . . . . , 

8iilooD-keeperg. 

WftitafB 

Watchmen. . . . 



PROVIDKNCE CITT. 



St . 



15 



35^ 



1,014 



269 



67.60 



67.25 



2| 95 
11 48 
4 190 



3 113 37 



3 160:53. 
19 65234. 
3 148,49. 



5025.00 




1 42 42. 
13316,857:51! 
3 11036. 
3131. 
29.29. 
47,47. 
35959. 
62*62. 
65 65. 



1 
1 

li 

1 

1 

6 

2 
6 
4 



BEST or 8TATB. 



WHOLB STATE. 



< 



149 
1 
6 



10,223 



8:^ 



< 



68.61 164:11,237 



62162.00 li 
28447.33 lOj 



62 
553 



26 



26.00 



61i6L00 
400 80.00 
396 36.00 



264 
112 
46 
240 
229 



00 
56 
66 
00 
00 
00, 
83 1 
00 
00 
00 

ool 
00: 
ooi 

25; 



119 
3 
1 



2 
1 

5 
3 
1 

30i 
3 
1 
3 
1 
5 
5 
2 

: 1 

6,300 52.94 252 



47 47.00 
49 49.00 
6868.00 
93 46.50 
183 61.00 
75 37.50 



161 53.66 
47 47.00 



297 74.25 
106 53.00 



4 

3 



193:48.25 
18361.00 



5; 

2i 



194 38.80 
14l|70.50i 



61 
2^ 
1 
1 
10 
3 
1 
10 
5 
2 
11 
6 



95 
48 
216 
113 
61 
560 
1,048 
148 
47 
99 
68 
222 
284 
75 
42 
13,157 
271 
78 
29 
47 
656 
168 
65 
457 
295 
46 
434 
370 



68.52 
62.00 
55.30 



47.50 

48.00, 

43.20 

37.66 

61.00 

70.00 

34.93 

49.33 

47.00 

33.00 

68.00 

44.40 

56.80 

37.50 

42.00 

52.21 

45.17 

39.00 

29.00 

47.00 

65.60 

56.00 

65.00 

45.70 

59.00 

23.00 

39.45 

61.67 



* Uuskilled labor. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1882.— Contiuued. 



PKUVIBBlfCX CITY. 



REST or STATE. 



WHOLB STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



III. Trade and; 
Transportation. ; 
Agents, Insurance. . i 

Apothecary | 

Banker ' 

Book-keepers 

Boatman 

Broker ' 

Butchers ' 

Horse Car Drivers! 

and Conductors. . ' 
Cashier (Bank, &c.). 

Expressmen 

Fishermen and Oys 

termen 

Grocers 

Hackman ; 

Liquor Dealers j 

Mariners I 

Merchants i 

Peddlers | 

Pilots I 

Porter j 

R. R. Employes i 

Sea Captain 1 

Teamsters 

Traders and Dealers. 



IV. Manufactures, 
Mechanical and 
Mining Indus- 
tries. 

Bakers. 

Belt-maker. 

Blacksmiths 

Bleacher 

Block-printer 

Boiler-makers 

Boot and Shoe-mak- 
ers 

Box-maker 






67 67.00 


1 


4545.00! 


1 


80 80.00' 


6 


180 30.00. 


1 


56 56.00 


] 


65 65.00 


4, 


20852.00' 

1 


3 


1 

84 28.00: 


1 


55 55.00; 


5 


22144.201 


4 


1 

226 56.50; 


6 


409 68.16 



3 122 40. 
12 489 40. 
16 1,038 64. 

4 184 46. 



66| 
75 
87 
00 



5 
2 
1 
2 
12 
9 
2 
2 



1 

6 
1 
8 

16 



55 55, 
235 39, 

66 66. 
319 39, 
913 57. 



00 . 
16 . 
00 . 

871 
061 



67 67.0(» 
45 45.00 
80 80.00 
25131.3: 
56 56.00 
65 65.00 
330 55.00 

84 28.00 
55 55.00 
221 44.20 



341 68.20 
136 68.00 

22 22.00 
102 51.00 
644 53.66 
551|6L22 

7537.50 
133 66.50 



210 
265 



42.00 
44.16 



9' 
8! 

i! 

51 

24 
25 
6 
2' 
1 
6 
1 
13 
22; 



567 
545 
22 
224 
1,133 
1,589 
259 
133 
55 
235 
66 
529 
1,178 



63.00 
68.12 
22.00 
44.80 
47.21 
63.56 
43.17 
'i6.50 
.=)5.( 
39.16 
66.00 
40.69 
53.55 



4: 15438.50 



6 
1 

1, 
2 

1 
1 



311 51.83 
61 61.00 
65 65.00 

103 51.50 

i 

78 78.00, 
65i65.00l 



1 24 24.00 5; 
1, 35 35.00 1 
8 395 49.37 14! 

I' 

li 68 68.00 3 

5, 367173.40, 6 
.1 I II 



178 35.60 
35 35.00 

706 50.43 
61 61.00 
65 65.00 

171 57.00 

445 74,17 
65165.00 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1882.— Continued. 



PROTIDRNOB CITY. 



REST OF STATE. 



WHOLE STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Broom-maker 

Builders 

Calico-printers, 

Carpenters 

Carriage-maker 

Cigar-makers 

Confectioner 

Coopers 

Dyers 

Engineers 

Engravers 

File Cutters 

Gas Fitters 

Harness-makers. . . . 

Hatter 

House Mover 

Lithographer 

Jewelers and Chasers 

Machinists 

Manufacturers 

Masons. ... 

Mechanics 

Millers 

Millwrights 

Miner 

Moulders and Foun- 
dry men 

Operatives 

Overseer 

Painters and Var- 
nish er 

Pattern-makers 

Paper Hangers ... 

Plunibersi 

Pork Packer 

Printers 

Rigger 

Roll Coverer 

Rubber- worker. ... 

Sail-makers 

Sa^h and Blind Mak- 
ers 




18 832 46.22: 

1 52 52.00:. 

I 38 38.00! 

II 66 66.00. 



75 37.50! 
15150.331 

32 32.00 
125 4L66 
155 51.66! 
i 



203 50.75 
1,716 57.20j 



32 32.001 
63 63.00* 



79 39.50; 

221 73.66 

112 56.00 
64 32.00 

11959.50 
58 29.00, 
54 27.001 

103 51.50 



30 1,292 43.07 
30 1,339 44.63 

7 463 66.13 
13 84665.07 

4 204 51.00 



li 
9 

18 
9 

15 
6 
2 
2 
1 



28 28.00 
326 36.22 
916 50.89 
61167.89 
884 58.93 
31352.17 
133 66.50 
147 73.50 

35 35.00 



14 


619 44.21! 


4 


102 25.50 


15 


568 37.86| 


40 


1.709 42.72 


1 


60 60.00. 


4 


265 66.25 


13 


1 

530 40.77| 


14 


•687 49.07 


2 


122 61.00 






1 


56 56.00; 


i 


" ' 7I 71.00 


2 


96 48.00 






1 


62 62.00| 






3 


124 41.33! 


3 


169 56.33 


1 


36 36.00 






1 


27 27.00 






1, 


54 54.00: 


6 


196 32.66 



25:25.00 



13L65.50 
49,49.00 



1 

I: 

3 
1 
3 

ti 

3; 

5; 

5 
1' 
1 
1 
1 

39 
48 
16 

28! 

lOl 
2 
2 
1 

18' 

55| 
5 

27 
2 
2 

9: 
1 

6 

1 

7 
2 



26 26.00 

102 51.00 
203 50.75 

2,548 53.08 
52 52.00 
117 39.00 
66 66.00 
221 73.66 
187 46.75 
21543.00 
151 50.33 
183 36.60 
209 4L80 

103 51.50 
32.32.00 
6363.00 
2828.00 

1,61841.49 
2,255:46.98 
1,074 67.12 
1,73061.78 
51751.70 
133,66.50 
147,73.50 

3535.00 

I 

72140.06 
2,277 41.40 
325 65.00 

L217 45.07 
122 6L00 
127 63.50 
96 48.00 
62 62.00 
293 48.83 
36 36.00 

27 27.00 
25035.71 
131 65.50 

74i37.00 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1882. -Con tiniuHl. 



PBOVIDENCE CITY. 



REST OP STATE. 



WHOLE STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



a 



Ship Carpenters 

Silversmiths 

Stone and Marble 

Cutters 

Stucco-workers | 

Tailors | 6 

Tinsmiths i 2 

Upholsterers 

Wheelwrights. ... 
Wood-turners. 



V. Females. 



II 
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I 



o 

el's 
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96 
51 
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Clerk 
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Dressmakers and 
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40 
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103 
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.00 
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>.t)0 
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49.25 

32.66 
20.00 
27.50 



28.85 
37.28 
40.00 
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25.00 



48 
51 

60. 

36.50 1; 
45 

26, 
23 



< 



121 60.50 



183 
61 

290 
52 
25 

303 
73 



61.00 
61.00 
58.00 
52.00 
25.00 
60.60 
36.50 



2 
2 

5 
2 
11 
3 
2 
6 
3 




121 
85 



& 
2 

9 
< 

60.50 
42.50 



279 55.80 
112|56.00 
650 59.09 
125'41.6; 

7035.00 
32954.83 

96 32.00 



24 
24 
197 



24.00 
24.00 
49.25 



375 37.50 
'20,20.00 

5527.50 
13969.50 
85229.38 
522 37.28 

40 40.00 
187162.33 
178144.50 
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Table XL— RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 



PROVIDENCE CITY. REST OF STATE. 



WHOLE STATE. 





o 






o 
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Transporta- 
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9,842 
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11,524 50.99 
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V. Females. . . . 


40 


1,408 


35.20 


32 


1,205:37.65 


72 


2,613 


36.29 


All Classes 


579 


27,829 


48.06 


635 


34,990 55.10 
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1,214 


62,819 


51.74 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1882. 



There were recorded in the State of Rhode Island, during the year 
1882, six thousand eight hundred and twenty-five (6,825) births; two 
thousand six hundred and thirty-four (2,634) marriages; and five 
thousand and seventy-four (5,074) deaths. 

Table XIII. 

Presenting the General Results of Registration in the Slate, during 
each of the last twenty-nine years. 



Whole Number Living 
Tear. of Births. Still-boru. Births. Marriages. Dcathtt. 

1854 8,10B 78 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,803 1,376 1,846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723 .....1,536 2,042 

1857 4,026 1 86 3,841 1 ,526 2,326 

1858 4,263 177 4,086 1,438 2,616 

1850 4,600 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

laea 4,660 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,633 2,927 

\m 4,125 123 4,002 1,460 2,591 

1868 8.691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207 

1864 8,892 138 3,764 1,844 3,860 

1865. 8,955 177 8,778 1,896 8,406 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5,127 168 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868. 6,872 212 5,160 2,285 2,912 

1869. 6,245 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,215 284 4,981 2,862 8,238 

1871 6,678 228 6,455 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 202 5,941 2,537 4,247 

1873 - 6,022 228 5,794 2,630 4,403 

1874. 6,466 277 6, 189 2,541 4 ,229 

1875 6,808 246 6,262 2,486 4,317 

1876. 6,829 224 6,105 2,253 4,116 

1877 6,286 242 6,993 2,282 4,460 

1878. 6,714 a48 6,466 2,824 4,441 

1879 6.860 216 6, 184 2,396 4,472 

1880. 6,296 192 6,108 2,769 4,829 

1881 6,761 264 6,497 2,750 5,016 

1882 ^ 6,885 258 6,672 2.684 5,074 
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During the period of twenty-nine years there were recorded 148,- 
076 births, of which number 5,602 were still-born, and 142,474 were 
living children. 

During the same period there were recorded 60,237 marriages, or 
120,474 persons married, and 99,324 deaths. 

On another page the usual table is given, showing a comparison of 
the births, marriages and deaths with the population, in each town in 
the State, for the year 1882. 

An examination of Table XIII will show the slightly varying pro- 
portions in the number of the events of birth, marriage and death 
during the same year, and between different years, for a period of 
twenty-nine years. 

This period covers the whole time during which fairly approximating 
fullness has characterized the returns from all the towns in the State. 

The results of the aggregation of each of the different events, during 
twenty-nine years, give the proportions of living births to persons mar- 
ried and to decedents, are as follows : 

Persons iharried. Deaths. 
To every 100 living births there were 84.56 and 60.71 

The same results show that, in the whole number of births, one in 
every 26.4 was still-born, or 03.78 still-born in each 100 births; and 
that for every still-born child there were 25.4 living children, and for 
every death, not including the still-born, there were 1.43 living births. 

Comparing the results of registration in 1882, as shown in Table 
XIII, it will be seen that the whole number of births was 64 more 
than in the i)revious year, and 111 more than in 1878, which had, 
l)revious to 1881, shown the largest returns of births on record in this 
State. 

It will also be seen that the number of marriages and deaths have 
somewhat largely increased during the last three years, the number 
of marriages in 1881 though differing from that of 1880 by only 19, 
reached the number of 120 more than in any other preceding year, but 
failing in 1882 to reach the highest number by 135. The number of 
deaths in 1881 exceeded that of 1880 by 120, and that of 1879 by 544. 
In 1882, however, the increase over the previous year was only 58. 

In Table XIV may be found the number of each of the events of 
birth, marriage and death occurring in each of the several towns and 
cities in the State, during 1882, and the proportion of the number of 
each of the same events to the population in each of the towns, by 
the census of 1880. 
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Table XIV. 

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND, 
IN 1882, COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION 
BY THE CENSUS OF 1880. 




Coventry. 
Ea»t Greenwich 
We>t Greenwich 
Warwick. 



Jamestown 
Little Compton 
Middletown 
New Shoreharo 
Portsmouth 
Tiverton 



ToWJfB, NBWrOKT COUNTT., 



Newport City., 



Barrillville 

^Cranston 

Cnmberiand 

East Providence. . . 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. 
North Smithfleld. .. 

Pawtncket 

Scituate 

Smithfleld 

WoonsockeL 



Towns, Protidbiics Couhtt. 



Pbotidbxcb Cmr.. 



Charlestown 

Exeter. 
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North Kingstown . 
Sonth Kingstown. . 

Richmond 

Westerly 



Wasbihgtom Coumtt 



Wholb State. 
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45.17 


6 


57.34 








2,952 


52 
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* Not iDclnding deaths ia State institutions. 
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BIRTHS. 

Tho largest ratio of births to population occurring in any town, 
during 1882, was in the city of Newport, in which city there was 
recorded one birth in every 31.32 of the inhabitants according to the 
census of 1880. 

That proportion, it will be understood, is more than thr.ee births in 
every one hundred of the population, which is a much larger ratio 
than Newjmrt is wont to show, althougli that proportion was exceeded 
in 1878, the ratio that year being nearly three and one-half births in 
every one hundred persons. 

Next to Newport city, in the order of largest number of births to 
population, are East Providence, one birth in every 33.04 ; Woonsocket, 
one in every 35.12 ; Johnston, one in every 37.43 ; Providence city, one 
in every 37.01 ; and Lincoln, one in every 38.00 of the population. 

The smallest ])roportion of births, in 1882, was in the town of 
Foster, in which town there was but one birth in every one hundred 
and twenty-nine and one-third of its inhabitants. 

Following Foster, in the order of the smallest proportion, is the 
town of Jamestown, with one birth in every one hundred and fourteen 
and three-fonrths persons. 

No otlier towns in the State return a birth rate of less tlian one, in 
every one hundred of its inhabitants. 

The proportions of the several counties, the towns of Providence 
and Newport counties, the cities of Providence and Newport, and the 
wliole State, are as follows : 



BriHtol County 

Kent County. . . 

Newport Couuty, Towns 

Newport City 

Newport County 

Providence County, Towns. 

Providence City 

Providence County 

Washington County 

Whole State 



One birth in every 44.00 of the population. 
One birth in every 45.85 of the population. 
.One birth in every 52.39 of the population. 
One birth in every 81.32 of the popuAtion, 
One birth in everj 36.47 of the population. 
One birth in every 41.78 of the population. 
.One birth in every 87.61 of the population. 
.One birth in every 39.46 of the population. 
.One birth in every 51.71 of the population. 
.One birth in every 40.53 of the population. 



MAUKIAGES. 

The number of persons married in any town of small size in the State, 
in i)roportion to the population of the same, is so variable, from year 
to year, that the returns from single towns, in any one year, would be 
valueless for statistical purposes, Put in towns of large size, and in 
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cities, the variations froir^onc year to another are very much less. 
Aggregated in counties, the returns from the towns are, however, of 
sufficient value to furnish reliable statistical data. 

The ratio of persons married during the year 1882, to the })opula- 
tion in each of the several counties, by the census of 1880, was as 
follows : 

Bristol County One pergon mnrried in every 64.0 of the population. 

Kent County One person married in every 55.0 of tlie population. 

Newport County One person married in every 02.0 of tiie population. 

Providence County Qne per^ion married in every GOO of the population. 

Washington County One person married in every 62.0 of the population. 

For the purpose of showing the difference between the aggregates of 
some of the country towns and the cities of Providence and Newport, 
the following summary is presented : 

Towns, Providence County One pi'rson married in every 57.3 of the population. 

Providence City One person nuirried in every 44.7 of the population. 

Towns, Newjwrt County One person married in every 72 of the population. 

Newport City One person married in every 57.8 of the population. 

In the whole State, the proportion was one ])ers()!i married in every 
52.49 of the population. 



DEATHS. 



Among the towns having the largest deatli rates, during 1882, 
Woonsocket, the city of Providence and the town of Ciiin])erland are 
the most prominent. By the United States census of 1880 the pro- 
portions are as follows : Woonsocket, one death in every 40.0 of the 
population; Providence city, one death in every 4G.7; Cumberland, 
one deatli in every 47.4 persons. 

It should be stated, however, that tlie proportions given do not 
fairly represent the real proportions during the year 1882, for the 
reason that the towns named have largely increased in population 
since 1880. 

Woonsocket, in June, 1882, had a po})ulation, it may reasonably be 
assumed, of at least 18,250 persons. This estimate of population 
would show, of recorded deaths in that town, one in about every 5.*].0 
persons, or about 19 deaths in each thousand inhabitants. 

In the city of Providence, in June, 1882, there wore doubtless not 
less than 113,000 inhabitants. By that estinnite the proportion of the 
city would be about one death in every 50.0 persons, or about 20 
deaths in each thousand of the population. 
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Parts of Cumberland have also quite lar^ly increased in population, 
and a proportion of 19 recorded deaths in each thousand inhabitants 
would probably more nearly represent the true number. 

Of the towns having an exceedingly small recorded death rate, 
Middletown takes the lead with but one death in every 162.7 persons, 
or about 6 decedents to each one thousand of the population. 

Charlestown follows, with 6.3 decedents in each thousand; Har- 
rington, with 7.4 in each thousand; Richmond, 7.7; Smithfield, 7.8; 
and Westerly, with about 7,000 inhabitants, only 9.0 recorded decedents 
in each one thousand inhabitants by census of 1880, or about 8 in 
each thousand, by the above estimate. 

Below may be found a summary of the ratios of mortality, during 
1882, in the cities and larger divisions of the State, and the whole 
State, based upon the census of 1880. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Towns, Newport County . . . 

City of Newport 

Newport County 

Towns, Providence County. 

City of Providence 

Providence County 

Washington County 

Whole State 



.16.5 in each one thousand of the population. 

15.3 in each one thousand of the population. 
.14.0 in each one thousand of the population. 
.18.9 in each one thousand of the population. 
.17.2 in each one thousand of the population. 

17.9 in each one thousand of the population. 
,21.4 in each one thousand of the population. 
.19.7 in each one thousand of the population. 
.11.0 in each one thousand of the population. 
.18.3 in each one thousand of the population. 



The following summary will present, in a condensed form, the pro- 
portional results of registration of the different events, in the different 
cities and counties, during 1882 : 

Marriages. 

Births. Of population Deaths. 

Of population one person married Of population 

one in every in every one in every 

Bristol County. ' 44.0. 64.0 60.6 

Kent County 46.3 55.0 66.4 

Newport County 86.5 62.0 58. 1 

Providence County 39.4 60.0 50.6 

Washington County 51.7 62.0 91.0 

Newport City 31.3 57.3 52.8 

Providence City 87.6 44.7 46 7 

Whole State 40.5 58.5 54.5 
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In order that the different events of births, marriages and deaths in 
the State, during the year 1882, may be more readily compared with 
those of the preceding two years, the following Table is introduced : 



Table XV. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths i?i Rhode Island, in each of the three 
years 1880, 1881 and 1882, 




little Comptofi 

>IiiJi|leiowo.,,, 

New SliordUM. m^.-^j^h 



Hortii amiilijift^ , , 4 ; > M> -r * * * ^ «> < 

ftllMle. . 



w**^* ' •* ^Hf*'* >^ 

North Elnflitdfilft.,«..,i.i.,i , 
Richmoiad, r^.**m*m*^^'m**M*i 
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Table XVI. 



Shotoing the proportions of Births, Marriages a?id Deaths to the pop- 
ulation, in the aggregate for the whole State, in 
each of the last fourteen years. 



YEARS. 



BERTHS. 



Number. 



1869 ... 
1870.. . 
1871 .... 
18T8.... 
1873... 
1874... 

1875 ... 

1876 ... 
1877... 
1878... 
1879 ... 
1880... 
1881... 
J882 .. 



5,245 
6,215 
5,678 
6,143 
6.022 
6,466 
6,608 
6.329 
6,235 
6,714 
6,350 
6,295 
6,761 
6,825 



To popula- 
tion one 
birth in 



MARRIAGES. 



41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
86.4 
36.1 
39.9 
39.7 
40.8 
41.4 
38.5 
43.6 
43.9 
40.9 
40.5 



Number. 



2,289 
2,862 
2,336 
2,537 
2,630 
2,541 
2,485 
2,253 
2,283 
2,324 
2,396 
2,769 
2,750 
2,634 



Of popula- 
tion one 
person mar- 
ried in 



47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 
50.8 
62.0 
57.3 
56.6 
56.7 
57.8 
49.9 
50.3 
52.5 



DEATHS. 



I ,^,^„i« I Deaths In 
P*»P°**-!each 100 of 
tion one 

laiion. 




It will be seen that there were a larger number of births recorded, 
in 1882, than in any preceding year. But, although the number wjis 
larger, the proportion to the population was considerably smaller than 
in several of the previous years, and particularly in 1872, as shown in 
the above Table. 

The proportion during 1882 was about 24.7 births in each 1,000 of 
the population, by the census of 1880; the proportion during 1872 
was about 28.2 births in each 1,0C0 of the population, by the census 
of 1870. 

Making two periods, of five years each, from 1872 to 1881 inclusive, 
it will be found that the proportion of births to i)opulation was about 
2G, annually, in each thousand persons, in the first series; and about 
24, annually, in each thousand, in the last series of five years. 

Each of these periods commences two years after a National or State 
enumeration of the population, and may, therefore, fairly represent the 
difference in the relative proportions of births to population, in each 
period. 
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In 1882 the proportion was slightly larger than the average of the 
live years immediately preceding, according to the census of 1880, 
but not really larger in proportion to the true population of that year. 

The proportion to the population of persons married in the State, 
during the two periods of five years above stated, as compared together, 
showed a considerable diminution also. 

During the first period the proportion was about 20.5 persons mar- 
ried annually, in each thousand persons, and during the second period 
about 18.3 persons married annually, in each thousand. 

In 1882 there was the seemingly larger proportion of 19 persons mar- 
ried, in each one thousand of the population, but by the real population 
less than 18. 

The proportion of deatlis to population, during each of the same 
periods, was as follows : First period, 17.7 decedents annually in each 
thousand persons; Second period, 17.2 decedents annually in each 
thousand persons. 

In 1881 the proportion was 18.1 in each thousand, and in 1882, 18.3. 

These proportions, it will be understood, are based on the United 
St^ites census of 1880, but if the proportions of each year were based 
on the actual population in the middle of each year, the proportions 
would vary but very little from the average of the five years preceding 
1882. 

Estimating the population of the State at 295,000, in June, 1882, 
which seems quite reasonable, the proi)ortion of deaths to poi)ulation 
during that year was 17.2 in each one thousand, the same as the average 
of the preceding five years. 



iU UTIIS. 




BIRTHS, 1882. 



The general statistics of births in Rhode Island, during the year 
1882, derived from the returns sent to this office, may be found on 
pages a5 to G inclusive, in Tables T, IT, and III. 

The whole number reported is 6,825, and, as before stated, is G-i 
more than that of 1881. 

SEX OF THE CUILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,825 children whose births were reported in 1882, there 
were 3,509 males and 3,316 females. This gives 105.8 males to each 
100 females, or 51.41 males and 48.59 females in each 100 children. 

Tlie following reca])itulatory Table shows the numbers and sex, and 
the proportions of each sex of the children born in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last twenty-nine years : 

Table XVII. 



Males to each 

Yeare. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

18M .* 1,081 1,003 107.8, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100 

1853 1,492 1,421 105.0, or 51.22 and 48.78 in each 100 

1856 1,479 1,407 la'i.l, or 51.25 and 48.75 in each 100 

1857 2,057 1,948 105.6, or 51.80 and 48.64 in each 100 

1858 2,200 2,053 107.2, or 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100 

1859..^ 2,209 2.097 105.3, or 51.30 and 48.70 in each 100 

im 2,263 2,212 102.3, or... 50.57 and 49.43 in each 100 

18fil 2,531 2,291 110.5, or 52.49 and 47.51 in each 100 

\m 2,152 1,967 109.4, or 52.25 and 47.75 in each 100 

1863 1,892 1,288 105.8. or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 

1864 1,949 1,942 100.3, or 50.09 and 49.91 in each 100 

1865 2,096 1,857 112.9, or 53.02 and 46.98 in each 100 

1866 2,546 2,356 108 0, or 51.94 and 48.06 in each 100 

1867 2,665 .. 2,464 107 0, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100 

1868 2,745 2,627 104 5, or 51.10 and 48.90 in each 100 

1869 2,685 2,560 104.9, or 51.19 and 48.81 in each 100 

1870 2,679 2,536 105.6, or 51.87 and 48.63 in each 100 

1871 2,878 2,800 102.8, or 50.69 and 49.31 in each 100 

1872 3.085.... 3,058 100.9, or 50.22 and 49 78 in each 100 

1873 8.135 2.887 108.6, or 52.06 and 47.94 in each 100 

1874 3,811 8,155 104.9, or 51.21 and 48.79 in each 100 

1875 3,862 3,146 106.9, or 51.66 and 48,-34 in each 100 

1876 3,291 3,038 108 3, or 52.00 and 48.00 in each 100 

1877 3,163 3,072 103.0, or 50.73 and 49.27 in each 100 

1878 3,402 ......3.312 102.7, or 50.67 and 49.33 in each 100 

18T9 3,259 3,091 105.4, or 51.32 and 48.68 in each 100 

\m 3,241 8,054 106.8, or 51.48 and 48.52 in each 100 

1881 8,498 3,263 107.2, or.... 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100 

1882. 8,509 8,316 105.8, or... 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 
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It will be seen, by Table XVII, that the number of male children 
born in Rhode Island, during 1882, was but eleven more than during 
the previous year, although numbering 268 more than in 1880. 

Tlie number of female children born, during the year, was 53 more 
than in 1881, and was larger in number than in any preceding year. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES. 

The proportion of each sex to the whole number varies more or less 
every year, as might reasonably be expected. 

In Table II, on pages 4 and 5, may be found the number of the 
children born in the different divisions of the State during the year, 
and in the several months of the year, with the number of each sex 
respectively. 

The following Table will present, in a more concise manner, the 
whole number of children of each sex, and of both sexes, in each 
division, whose births were recorded during 1882, and also the number 
of males to each 100 females in the same : 



Table XVIII. 
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2,788 


6,825 
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1 


j 105.8 



Very considerable differences in the proportions of male and female 
births occurring in 1882, in the different divisions and localities of the 
State, will be seen in th'e above Table. In one division there may be 
a less number of male than of female births in one year, and in the 
next year, in the same division, a large excess of male over female 
birtlis. 

Bristol county has usually had a large preponderance of males in 
the birth list, but during the year 1882 the })roportiou of males to 
fenuiles was less than equal in number, by nearly five to each hundred 
females. In 1881 the difference was still greater, the males being less 
than equal in number, by nearly nine to each hundred females. 



1882. J 



BIRTHS. 



63 



Tlie difference in the towns of Newport county, 8ei)arate from 
Newport city, is quite remarkable, the proportion of nearly fifty per 
cent, of male births, in excess of female births, never having pre- 
viously occurred in any of the larger divisions of the State. 

The differences in Newport county towns of the proportions of the 
sexes born, during the last three years respectively, show how large 
the variations sometimes are from year to year. 

In 1880, .in Newport county towns, the births were 137.3 males to 
each 100 females; or 57.86 males and 42.14 females in each 100 
children borii. 

In 1881, in the same towns, the births were 105.3 males to each 100 
females; or 51.28 males and 48.72 females in each 100 children born. 

Table XVII shows the varying proportions, in the whole State, 
during twenty-nine years. It will be seen, in that Table, that the 
excess of male births was very small in several of the given years, 
varying from 100.3 males to each 100 females, in 1864, to 112.9 males 
to eacl) 100 females in 1865. 

In the whole State, the number of births of male children has 
always been larger, every year, than the births of female children. 

The differences of proportion of the sexes, born in the two largest 
divisions of population during 1882, and also the whole State, may be 
shown by the following contrast : 

Males to 

Maled. Fenmles. each 100 female:*. 

Providence City 1,438 1,350 106.5 

Providence County, Towns... 1,138 1,094 103.4 

Whole State 8,609... . 3,316 105.8 

The subject will be further considered on another page. 

The following Table shows the relative i)roportions of the sexes, 
born during each of the hist twenty years, in each of the larger 
divisions of the State, and in the whole State : 
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Table XIX. 



Number or Males to each 100 Femalxs. 



BIRTHS. 



1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
18T6. 
1877: 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1882. 









o 




o 


6 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providem 
County 
Towns. 


Providenc 
City. 


.S fl 
.o a 

1" 


Whole Stai 


120.0 


96.4 


97.0 


101.8 


111.4 


108.7 


105.8 


106 8 


87.8 


90.6 


107.4 


97.3 


103.4 


100.3 


119.8 


118,2 


108.8 


118.9 


118.8 


88.1 


112.9 


109,4 


113.1 


103.4 


104.9 


108 4 


124.0 


108,0 


115.5 


98.3 


117.8 


106.3 


104.5 


120.4 


107.7 


117.4 


88.7 


100.2 


101.6 


102.4 


136.5 


104.5 


115.7 


116.7 


102.7 


98.0 


107.5 


120.6 


104.9 


126.4 


111.6 


100.0 


105.1 


104.9 


99.5 


106.6 


181.8 


97.9 


182.5 


100.8 


95.2 


113.8 


102.8 


109.2 


92.8 


109.1 


103.5 


95.7 


110.6 


100.9 


129.2 


113.0 


117.9 


104.5 


109.0 


104.7 


108.6 


98.7 


111.9 


101.3 


110.4 


102.9 


94.0 


104.9 


95.2 


103.1 


97.7 


104.3 


109.1 


134.3 


106.9 


142.1 


104.4 


108,5 


108.0 


10K.8 


103.7 


108.3 


188.7 


102.4 


98.5 


100.3 


104.9 


95.3 


108.0 


120.6 


120.6 


94.8 


101.5 


106.8 


78.8 


102.7 


124.3 


955 


103.6 


106.4 


105.7 


106.8 


105.4 


117.2 


110.5 


113.0 


102.4 


107.6 


95.4 


106.1 


91.2 


111.3 


102.0 


105.9 


109.0 


115.7 


107.2 


94.7 


110.2 


112.5 


103.4 


106.5 


106.7 


106 8 



The variations of proportion of the sexes, from year to year, in the 
whole State, are phiinly shown in the above Table. 

It may be of interest to see what has been the average annual pro- 
portion of the sexes born, during the last twenty years, in each of 
the different divisions of the State, or, in other words, the proportion 
of the aggregate of births of each sex, in each division, during the 
period of twenty years. 

The following summary will show the number of males to each 100 
females, born during the twenty years from 1863 to 1882 inclusive, 
in the different divisions of the State : 
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Bristol Conoty 116.2 males to each 100 feraalea. 

Kent County 105.3 males to each 100 femalce. 

Newport County 106.6 males to each 100 females. 

Providence County Towns 104.7 males to each 100 females. 

Providence City 105.5 males to each 100 females. 

Washington County.... 108.0 males to eaoh ICO females. 

Whole State .105.6 males to each 100 females. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

It has been u question whether the different seasons of the year had 
any influence upon the human system in regard to procreation or the 
births of children, as to number and sex. 

On the fourth and fifth pages of this Report, in Table II., may be 
found the whole number of births as they occurred in the different 
divisions of the State in 1882, arranged by months. 

It will be seen by that Table that the last three months of the year 
were more prolific than any other three months taken together, and 
that each of them had also a larger number of births than any other 
single month in the year. 

This will also, hy investigation, be found to be the rule during the 
whole period of registration. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in 
the State of Rhode Island, according to the returns, in each quarter 
of each of the hist six years ; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentage of the aggregate in each quarter of the last twenty-nine 
years, from 1854 to 1882 inclusive: 

Table XX. 















1854 to 1882. 


QUARTERS. 


1882. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 1878. 


1877. 


















Number. 


Per cent. 




I,fil6 


1,534 


1,521 


1,465 1,622 


1,399 


35,073 


28.75 




1,622 


1.661 


1,483 


1,556 1,565 


1,406 


34,881 


23.55 


Jnly— September 


1,711 


1,746 


1,640 


1,653 1,781 


1,674 


38,696 


26.13 




1,876 


1,820 


1,651 


1,6?6 ' 1,796 


1,756 


39,426 


26.67 




6,m 


6,761 


6,205 


6,350 j 6,714 


6,235 


148,076 


100.00 



An examination of the above Table will show that in a period of 
twenty-nine years the average percentngc of the aggregate of births 
during the last three months of each year was about three per cent, 
larger than during either the first or the second three months of each 
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year, and that the average of the third tliree months or quarter of the 
year was about two and one-half per cent, larger than either the first 
or second quarters. 

If the last three months in the year are taken as the months in 
which the largest number of children are born, and reckoning in a 
general way backward by calendar months, it will be found that the 
conceptions must have taken place during the months of February, 
March and April. 

The question is, whether there is anything in the season nearest the 
vernal solstice to promote aptness to procreation, or whether the cus- 
toms and habits of the sexes during that season may alone account for 
the fact. 

The coincidence of the larger number of marriages* during the last 
quarter of the year, larger even than the proportion of births, may 
have some significance in this connection, in relation to the first chil- 
dren of the mothers, and may also continue to have some relation to 
the season of occurrence of births in subsequent years. 

During the year 1882, the difference between the first half and last 
half of the year was rather larger than the average. 

The following summary will show the percentages of births in the 
whole State of the different quarters and of each half of the year 1882: 

I 

V First half 47.4 per cent. 

'. ) 



January— March 28.7 per cent, of whole number. 

April— June 23.7 per cent, of whole number. 

July— September 25.1 per cent, of whole number. 

J. Second half 52.6 per cent. 

October— December 27.5 per cent, of whole number. 



100.0 100.0 
BIRTHS : SEX AND SEASON. 

In Table II, on page 4, will also be found the number of births, by 
months, as they occurred in the different divisions of the State during 
the year 1882, arranged by the sexes. From it we ascertain the num- 
ber of each of the sexes born during each quarter of the year, with 
their relative proportions ; and also the aggregates and proportions of 
the same for the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly periods, 
number of births and proportion of the sexes, for the same: 

Male8 to each 

Males. FeraaleB. 100 Femalei. Males. Females. 

1. January-March 830 786 105.6, or 51.36 and 48.64 in each 100 

2. April-June 885 787 106.1, or 51.48 and 48.53 in each 100 

3. July— SeptemlHjr 886 825 107.4, or 61.78 and 48.22 in each 100 

4. October— December... 968 918 104.4, or 51.07 and 48.98 in each 100 

Whole year, 1882 8,609 8,816 105.8, or 61.41 and 48.60 in each 100 
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The following Table shows the number of male children born to 
each 100 female children, in each quarter of the last five years, and 
also the proportion of births of male children to each 100 female 
children born, during three periods of five years each, from 18G6 to 
1880, inclusive: 

Table XXI. 



YEARS. 

1 
1 


1882. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1 

1 5 years. 5 year*. 5 years. 
1876-1880. 1871-1875. 18(i6-1870. 


Ist Quarter i 


105.6 


113.4 


109.7 


104.6 


106.6 


, 106.9 


; jo,.5 


106.7 


ad Quarter 


106.1 I 


100.6 


98.2 


104.2 


98.9 


102.7 


104.7 


107.3 


3d Quarter 


107.4 


107.8 


103.4 


101.6 


103.8 


107.1 


104.8 


100.0 




104.4 


106.6 


113.0 


111.4 


102.0 


108.2 


! 100. 5 


104.8 




105.8 


107.2 


106.1 


105.4 


102.7 


106.2 


1 lOi.2 


106.2 



By the foregoing Table and Summary, it would appear that season 
has but very little influence in the causation of sex, or of any consid- 
erable difference in the number of births of either sex, whatever the 
influence may be in the direction of difference of whole number of 
births of both sexes. 

The following summary will show the proportions of the sexes born 
in the State in each quarter of the year, in the aggregate of a period 
of twenty years: 

^ Malc(< to each 

100 FcmalcB, Males. Females. 
1- January— March 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 births. 

2. April— June 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 

3. Jnly— September 104.3, or 50.85 and 49.15 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December 106.4, or 51.55 and 48 45 in each 100 births. 

Whole No. 20 years 105.6. or .. .51.37 and 48.63 in each 100 births. 



PARENTAGE. 



By reference to Table I., page 2, in the division of births, there 
will be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
during the year 1882. It will be seen that of the whole number — 
6,825 — there were 2,915 of American parentage, 2,788 foreign, and 
1,122 of mixed parentage. 
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The following Table will show the parentage of the children born 
in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, in each 
of the last five years, and also the number and variations occurring in 
five periods of five years each, from 1858 to 1882 inclusive: 

Table XXII. 



PARENTAGE. 



Amer. fath. and mo..j 2,916 
Foreign fath. and mo. j 2,788 
Aroer. fath , For. mo.j 612 
For. faih., Amer. mo.; 610 
Purcntage not stated 



1881. ^ 1880. 

2.859 2,741 
2,798 2,555 
493 ; 417 
611 ! 582 



1879. 1878. 



2,573 2,848 
442 46:) 
668 516 



5 years. 5 years. 
1878 to 1873 to 
1882. I 1877. 



I 



5 years. 5 veare.: 



1868 to 
1872. 



1863 to 
1867. 



5 years. 
1858 to 



Total. 



6,826 



6,761 0,295 



I 



14,169 


13,431 


12,214 


9,712 


10,609 


13,562 


13,990 


12,366 


9,968 


9,697 


2,827 


1,782 


1,353 


876 


814 


2,887 


2,357 


1,720 


941 


755 
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223 












32.945 


31.560 


27,653 


21,567 


22.098 



The following Table of percentages may be preferred, as showing in 
a different, and perhaps clearer way, the changes that have occurred 
in the proportions of the births in the different classes of parentage 
during the last five years, and during twenty-five years from 1858 to 
1882 inclusive, in five equal periods: 

Table XXIII. 



PARENTAGE. 



1882. 



1881. 1880. 



Amer. fath. and mo.. 
Foreign fath. and mo. 



1879. 



5 years. 5 years. 5 years. 5 years. 5 years. 
I 1878. 1878 to I8r3 to 1868 to 1863 fo 1858 to 
1882. 1877. 1872. | 1867. 1862. 



42.71 42.29 43.55 43.57 43.00 43. ai 

I 

40.85 41.38 40.60 40.53 42.82 41.23 

! I 

Amer. fath.. For. mo. 7.50 7.29 6.62 6.96 6.85 6.95 

For. fath., Amer. mo.| 8.94 9.04 9.23' 8.94 7.^3' 8.79 



Total '100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 loa.oo 



42.55 
44.35 
5.84 
7.26 



100.00 I 100.00 



44.17 45.18 ' 48 50 

44.7^ \ 46.37 44.83 

4.89 i 4.07 3.72 

6.22 I 4.38 3.45 



100.00 100.00 



The movements in the two general classes of population in Rhode 
Island, that is, of foreign born and native American born, and also 
the intermixture by marriage in tlie two classes, during a period of 
twenty-five years, are clearly shown in the two preceding Tables. 

In addition to Tables XXII. and XXIII., the following Table will 
show the percentages of children born of American and of foreign 
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fathers, and of American and foreign mothers, in each of the hist five 
years, and in each of five periods of five years each, from 1858 to 1882 
inclusive: 



Table XXIV. 



CHILDREN WITH 


1883. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


6 years. 
1878 to 
1882. 


5 years. 
1878 to 
1877. 


5 years. 
1808 to 
1872. 




5 years. 
1803 to 
1867. 


5 years. 
1^ to 
1862. 


American fathers .. 


50.21 


49.58 


60.17 


50 53 


49.89 


50.08 


48.40 


49.06 


49.25 


52.22 




49.79 


60.49 


49.88 


49.47 


50.11 


49.92 


51.60 


50.94 


60.75 


47.78 


American mothers.. . . 


51.65 


51.88 


52 78 


520^1 


50.68 


51.79 


49.80 


50.39 


49.56 


51.95 




48.85 


48.67 


47.22 


49.49 


49.32 


48.21 


50.20 


49.61 


50.44 


48.05 



The subjects of birth rate to whole population, and of birth rate to 
po})ulation by parentage, are of considerable interest, and were pre- 
sented at greater length in the Twenty-ninth Report, on pages seventy 
to seventy-four. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

The number of births of children of colored parentage reported for 
the year 1882 is 179. They are always included in the general statis- 
tics of births, but having some special importance as to the survival 
of the race, and other questions, they have had a separate considera- 
tion. The number is smaller by 13 than that of 1881. 

In regard to sex, the numbers and proportions were as follows, viz. : 
Males, 76; females, 103; or 41.34 males to 58.66 females in every 100 
births; or 73.7 males to each 100 females. 

The towns reporting colored births in 1883, and the number in each, 
are as follows: 
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Table XXV. 
Shoioing Number, Sex, &c,, of Colored Births , 1882. 



[1882. 



TOWNS AND CITIES. 

Bristol 

BarriiiKton 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Janicbtown 

Middlclown 

New Stiorehani 

J*ortHnioijth 

Newport Cily.. 

Burrillville 

Cranston 

East l*roviilence 

North Snnlhfield 

Paw tucket 

Scitiiate 

Providence City 

Charlestowu.. 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kin'j.-'town 

South KingHtown 

Westerly 

Total 



Whole 
Nombcr. 



3 

7 

1 
2 
1 
1 

35 

1 
4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
96 

1 
1 
3 
1 
4 
1 

179 



Hales. 



1 
1 
1 

12 



44 



Females. 



23 

1 
1 
3 
1 

1 
53 



103 



COUNTIES. 



Bristol County.. 6 



Kent County IS 



Newport County 40 



Providence County 107 



Washington County 11 

179 



The i)roi)ortioiis of the sexes of the colored children, born in different 
years in Rhode Ishind, have been singularly changeable, as the follow- 
ing summary will show : 
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Whole 

Years. No. Males. Females.. 

18T5 171 64 107 or 69.8 males to each 100 females. 

1877. 168 86 82 or 104.8 males to each 100 females. 

1878 178 79 93 or 85.0 males to each 100 females. 

1879 159 81 75 or 113.5 males to each 100 females. 

1880 140 75 65 or 115.4 males to each 100 females. 

1881 m 101 91 or 111.0 males to each 100 females. 

1888 179 76 103 or 73.7 males to each 100 females. 



NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER IN THE ORDER OF BIRTH. 



Something may be learned of the physical capacity of any people 
by a record of the number and percentage of the births among them, 
and the number of the child of each mother. Such records, however, 
can only afford general conclusions, as there are so many circumstances 
tliat may prevail to modify the number of births as a whole, and also 
the number born of each mother. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is, how many of the children born were reported as the first, 
second, or third child, etc., of their respective mothers. The statis- 
tics on this subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table 
includes the children reported in 1881 and in 188*^, and also tlie total 
for twenty-five years, 1857 to 1881 inclusive: 



n 



THIIITIETH UEGISTRATION REPOUT. 

Table XXVI. 



[1882. 



Number of the Child or the Mother. 



First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth ... 
Fifteenth ...... 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth.. . . 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-flret.. . . 
Twenty -second 

Total 



1881. 



1,552 
1,306 
1,021 
816 
682 
4G4 
884 
248 
146 
09 
51 
41 
88 
6 
11 
7 
8 
1 





6,761 



1,704 
1,189 
989 
805 
628 
481 
865 
246 
171 
93 
56 
50 
80 
12 
2 
4 

1 





6,825 



25 years. 
1857-1881. 



81,785 
26.110 
20,468 
15,428 
11,491 
8,330 
5,837 
3,906 
2,624 
1,711 
9&1 
602 
dOH 
151 
91 
49 
29 
8 
5 
3 
3 
2 

129,960 



It will be understood that the above Table is approximate, and can- 
not, nor can any be prepared that will represent accurately the child- 
bearing capacity of the females of any population. Many females that 
live to the age of fifty years never becomes wives, that might in that 
social relation, if assumed in early years, have borne -a large number 
of children. Many, also, of prolific capacity, after bearing one or two 
children, pass out of existence by disease or accident, early in the 
natural period of child-bearing. Nor does the Table represent the 
real capacity of wives and mothers living at the time of making 
the returns during a period of twenty-five years and more, because of 
means resorted to for the purpose of procuring abortion or miscarriage, 
and also for the far more extensive adoption and practice of measures 
for the prevention ef conception. 



1882.] 



BIKTHS. 



73 



It will be noticed in the Table that the number of the first child of 
the motlier in 1882 was very considerably larger than the number in 
1881, while the number of the second child was very much smaller in 
1882 than in the previous year. Such differences, however, are of 
frequent occurrence. Of the fourteenth child of the mother, there 
were twice as many in 1882 as in the previous year; and of the fif- 
teenth child, there were less than one-fifth as many. 

The proportion of each class to the whole number will be shown by 
the following Table, which gives the percentage of the children born 
in each of the last six years, who were respectively the first, second, 
third, etc., children of the mothers, and which will also give the 
average percentage of each class of births, during a period of ten years, 
from 1868 to 1877 inclusive, and of five years, 1878 to 1882 inclusive: 

Table XXVII. 



Ndlbkb of thb Child. 


1882. 


1881. 


1880. ' 

1 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


5 years. 
1878 to 
1882. 


10 years. 
1868 to 
1877. 




24.96 


22.92 


23.50 


22.59 


21.77 


22.93 


23.1 


25.2 




17.42 


19.81 


r 

17.84, 


18.80 


20.28 


20.98 


18.7 


20.7 


Third 


14.50 


16.10 


16.111 


15.87 


18.90 


16.22 


16.9 


15.5 


Fourth. 


11.80 


12.07 


1 

12.24: 


12.74 


12.32 


12.09 


12.2 


11.4 


Fifth 


9.17 


9.35 


9.2S| 


9.33 


8.77 


9.07 


9.1 


8.4 




77.86 


78.76 


1 

78.92' 


79.33 


82.02 


81.29 


80.0 


81.1 


Sixth and over 


22.15 


21.25 


21.08 

1 


20.67 


17.98 


18.71 


20.0 


18.9 




1 1 1 
lOO.OO'lOO.OO 100.00 100.00 100.00,100.00 

1 1 i 1 1 


100.00 


100.00 



It has been frequently before observed that the percentages of the 
classes in the order of number of the child of the mother not only vary 
from year to year, but changes also occur in the percentages of periods 
of years. 

For a period of ten years, previous to 1878, the average proportion 
of the class of first child was 25.2 per cent, of the whole number of 
births, or more than one quarter; while during the last five years, 
1878-1882, the proportion has averaged only 23.1 per cent. 

In the class of second child of the mother, the average of the same 
period of ten years was 20.7 per cent, of the whole number of births; 
while during the last five years the average has been only 18.7 per cent. 

In the class of fifth child the average of the same ten years was 8.4 
per cent, while during the last five years the average has been 9.1 per 
cent 
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In all the classes of the sixth child of the mother and over, the 
average of the same ten years was 18.9 per cent., and during the last 
five years the average of the same classes has been 20 per cent. 

It will be observed that the average percentage of children born of 
mothers, who have borne six children or more, has increased decidedly 
during the last five years. 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The general statistics in relation to plural births in Rhode Island 
may be found on page six, in Table III. 

There were sixty-one cases during the year, all of which were twins, 
or one hundred and twenty-two children. 

Of the 122 children of plural births, G2 were males, and 60 females. 

The cases occurred in the different divisions of the State as follows: 

Kent county, 1; Newport county, towns, 3; Newport city, 5; Provi- 
dence county, towns, 18; Providence city, 29; Washington county, 5. 
Bristol county made no return of a case of plural birth. 

The following exhibit will show the parentage of children of plurality 
birth in Rhode Island in 1882, and number of each : 



Parent?, Native American, or bom in the United States 54 

Born in Ireland 90 

'* " British America 10 

" «♦ England S 

" " lUly % 

" " Germany 2 

*' •* Sweden 2 

" *• Norway 2 

American father and Irish mother 6 

British American father and English mother 2 

Italian father and American mother 4 

English father and American mother 2 

Scotch father and Irish mother , . . 8 

Irish father and Scotch mother 2 

ToUl 12S 



In relation to season, the numbers in the different months were as 
follows : 
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January 7 April 5 July 7 October 3 

February 7 May 3 AuguBt 5 November 7 

March 1 June S September 5 December 9 

First Quarter 15 Second Quarter... 10 Third Quarter 17 Fourth Quarter. , 19 

Total 61 

The general statistics of births, and number of cases reported in 
Rhode Island during a period of twenty-nine years, that is, from 1854 
to 1882 inclusive, are as follows : 

144,989 cases of single births, giving 144,989 children. 

1,540 cases of twin births giving 8,080 children. 

19 cases of triple births giving 67 children. 



146,496 cases of child birth gi\ing 148,076 children. 

Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (146,498) during the 
twenty-nine years, one in 95.1 produced twins, and one in 7,710 jn-o- 
duced triplets. 

Of the whole number of children born, during the same period 
(148,076), ascertained from the reports, one in every 48 was a twin, 
and one in every 2,598 was a triplet. 

Of the 1,559 cases of plurality births which have occurred in the 
State during the last twenty-nine years, there were 675 cases in which 
both parents were Americans ; 740 cases in which both parents were 
foreign ; 136 cases in which the parentage was mixed, that is, one 
American and one foreign parent; and 8 in which the parentage was 
not stated. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases, during the 
twenty-nine years, was 3,137, of whom 1,585 were males, and 1,548 
were females ; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 

STILL-BORN. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Rhode Island 
for the year 1882 was 253 ; this number is 11 less than for the year 
1881, and 61 more than for 1880. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different divisions 
of the State : 

Bristol County 5 Providence County, Towns. 50 

Kent County 13 Providence City 162 

Newport County, Towns 2 Washington County 4 

Newport City 17 Whole State 268 
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The following exhibit will present a more general summary : 
Table XXVIII. 
Still-Born in 1882. Niuyiber, Sex, Parentage, Color. 



TOWNS. 



Bristol 

Warren 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

West Greenwich 

Warwick 

Middletown 

New Shoreham , 

Newport City 

Burrillvillc. 

Cranston 

Cumberland , 

East Providence 

Glocesler 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

Paw tucket , 

Woonsocket , 

Providence City 

Charlestown 

Hopkinton 

Westerly 



Total. , 



Whole 
Nnmber. 



4 

1 
6 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 

17 
2 
5 
7 
5 
1 
1 
7 
11 
11 
162 
1 
2 
1 

253 



Male. 



11 
1 

2 
3 
4 



Female. 



1 

5 
2 
4 
% 
1 
1 



138 



2 
9 
7 

66 



115 



Americ'n. 

4 
1 

5 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
7 



Foreign. White. 



10 
2 



3 
1 
1 
5 
7 
5 
78 
1 
2 



129 



84 



4 
1 
6 
8 
8 
1 
1 
1 

14 

2 
5 
7 
5 
1 
1 
7 
11 
11 
158 



Colored. 



124 



246 



Fourteen towns made no report of still-births. 

Sex, — Of the 253 still-born children, in 1882, 138 were males and 
115 were females. 

The number of males and females were much more nearly equal in 
1882 than during any known previous year. Table XXIX. will show 
the average inequality of a period of years. 

Parentage. — Of parentage, reckoned by the fathers, 129 were 
American, and 124 foreign. Reckoned by the mothers, 128 were 
American and 125 were foreign. Parentage further considered on 
another page. 
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Cohr, — The number of colored still-born was 7, as against 18 in 
1881. 

Season, — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
several months of 1883 was as follows : 

January 28 May 17 Heptember..* 82 

February 28 Jnne 23 October 33 

March 12 July 23 November 27 

April 14 August 21 December 26 

Total 268 



SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN. 



The following Table shows the number and sex of the still-born • 
children whose births were reported in Rhode Island, during each of 
the last six years, and also of a period extending from January 1, 1854, 
to December 31, 1882 : 



Table XXIX. 





SEX. 














Jauaary 1, 1864, 


1882. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


to 
















Dec. 81, 1882. 


Male* 


188 


169 


123 


124 


149 


147 


3«365 




116 


d6 


69 


92 


99 


95 


2,837 
















m 


Total 


253 


264 


192 


216 


248 


242 


6,602 



It will be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since January 1, 1854, is 5,602. Of the sex of this number, 
there were 3,365 males, and 2,337 females. The ratio of occurreuce, 
in regard to sex, would therefore be as follows : In each 100 children 
there were about 60 males, and 40 females; or for every 100 females 
there were nearly 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1882 varies largely 
from the average of a period of twenty-nine years. The i)roportion 
standing at 120 males to each 100 females; or 54.5 males and 45.5 
females in each 100. 

Season of Still-Births. — The following summary will show the 
number of still-births that have been reported in Rhode Island during 
a period of twenty-nine years, from 1854 to 1882 inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occurred : 

10 
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Still-Bohw— TwEHTY-KiHB TEARS, 18M-1889. Season. 



January 504 April. 

February ATI May. 

March 444 June. 



432 
440 
419 



July. 



l8t Quarter.. 



.1,425 2d Quarter....... 1,291 8d Quarter 1,^ 



482 


October. . 


434 


494 


November , 


47« 


468 




.. 530 



4th Quarter 1,442 



Firjit Hix mouthn, 2,716; second six months, 2,886 ; total, 5,602. 



Taking the quarterly periods, it will be seen that the occurrence of 
still-births, in the order of from the smallest to the largest number, 
has been as follows : 1st, Second quarter ; 2d, First quarter ; 3d, 
Fourth quarter ; 4th, Third quarter. In accordance with the general 
birth rate, the last half of the year has considerably the largest pro- 
portion. 

PARENTAGE OP THE STILL-BORN. 

It lias been previously stated that the parentage of the still-born 
was not made a matter of record, for incorporation in the annual 
registration reports, previous to the year 1859. 

To show the changes that have occurred from year to year in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, reckoning by the pareiitage 
of the mother, in contrast with the percentages of the same nativities 
to iha^tvhole mimher of births, reckoned by the parentage of the 
father, the following resum6, for various years and periods of years, is 
presented : 



Of Whole No. Births. 



Of Whole No. SI Ill-Bom. 



Yearsi. American. Foreij?n. 

1S71 49.36 and 50.64 in each 

1872 47.59 and 52.41 in each 

1873 50.30 and 49.70 in each 

1874 47.14 and 52.86 in each 

1S75 47.88 and 52.12 in each 

1876 46.43 and 53.57 in each 

1877 49.41 and 50.59 in each 

1878 49.35 and 50.65 in each 

1879 50.53 and 49.47 in each 

1880 50.17 and 49.83 in each 

18H1 49.60 and 50.40 in each 

188-2. . 50.21 and 49.79 in each 

14 years, 

1859 1872 50.54 and 49.46 In each 

10 years, 

1873-1882 49.1Q ftnd 50.90 in each 



American. Foreign. 

100 41.00 and 59.00 in each 100. 

100 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

100 59.21 and 40.T9 in each 100. 

100 50.00 and 50.00 in each 100. 

100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

lOD .45.76" and 54124 in each fOO. 

100 53.81 and 46.60 in each 100. 

100. 55.65 and 44. 35 in each 100. 

100 54.68 and 45.87 in each 100. 

100. 54.16 and 45 84 in each 100. 

100 48.10 and 51.90 in each 100. 

100 50.58 and 49.42 in each 100. 

100 .• 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

100 51.84 aiKl 4&|6 in eocb 100. 
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ILLEGITIMATES. 

Heretofore, illegitimate births have not been given a place in the 
Rhode Island Registration Reports. For several reasons, it seems 
desirable and expedient at this time to give them consideration. 

The following 'J'able will give the number, sex, color and parentage 
of the illegitimate children born in Rhode Island, during 1882 : 

Table XXX. 



TOWNS. 



Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Portemontti 

Tiverton , 

Newport aty 

Cranston 

"« state Almehoase 

Lincoln. 

North Smithfield 

Scituate 

Woonsocket .»..s.,*.,,. 

Providence City 

Charle«town 

Bzeter. 

Sooth Kingstown p^.., .... < 

Whole State...; ^i, 



13 



If 



PABENTAGR. 



% i 



"So* 

i £ 



o 


a 






, 1 






1 

13 
1 


18 








1 




2 














1 


21 



Sex. — Of the 59 illegitimate children born in the State, during 
1882, 26 were males, and 33 were females, a proportion at the rate 
of about 80 males to each 100 females. 

Color. — The proportion of illegitimates of color, born during 1882, 
is quite remarkable. 

By the census of 1880 there were 6,592 persons of color in Rhode 
Island, including all shades, Blacks and Mulattoes, Indians, Chinese, 
Japanese^ &c. 

For every person of color there were about 42 whites. 
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By the above Table it will be seen that, of the 59 illegitimate births 
in 1882, there were 19 of colored parentage, and 40 of white paren- 
tage. 

Tliat would show that in a class of population according to color, 
comprising less than one-fortieth of the whole, there were nearly one- 
third of the illegitimate births. 

Parentage. — Of the 59 illegitimates in 1882, 43 were born of Amer- 
ican mothers, and 16 of foreign born mothers. The colored illegiti- 
mates were all of American parentage. There were, therefore, of 
the 40 white illegitimates, 24 born of American mothers, and 16 of 
foreign born mothers. 

The parentage given is of native born and foreign bom, that is, 
mothers born in the United States of foreign born parents are reckoned 
as of American parentage. Several of the illegitimates, classed as of 
American parentage, are the grandchildren of foreign born grand 
parents. 

Twenty-one, or more than one-third of the illegitimates, were born 
of pauper or criminal mothers, in public, charitable or penal institu- 
tions. 



MARRIAGES, 1882. 



The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island during the year 
1882 was 2,634. This number is 116 less than in 1881, and 135 less 
than in 1880. 

The general statistics of marriage in 1882, in relation to season and 
number in the different divisions of the State, may be found in Table 
IV., on the seventh page. 

SEASON. 

The following Table will show the number and percentage of mar- 
riages in Rhode Island^ in each quarter of the year 1882, together 
with the aggregate number and percentage in each quarter for twenty- 
eight years, viz., from 1854 to J881, inclusive: 

Table XXXI. 



TEARS. 


First 
Qaarter. 


Second 
Qaarter. 


Third 
Qaarter. 


Fourth 
Qaarter. 


Whole 
Year. 






661 


654 


581 


838 


2,634 


1882 
















21.29 


24.82 


22.06 


31.83 


100.00 


88 Years. 




12,900 


14,297 


13,483 


16,928 


57«608 


1854-1881. .. 




22.41 


24.S2 


23.41 


29.36 


100 00 



There was a larger difference between the number of marriages in 
the different quarters of the year 1882, than usual. 

The proportion, in the fourth quarter, of nearly one-third of all 
the marriages during the year, has not been previously equalled. 

It will be seen, by the Table, that the order of proportion followed 
the rule established by twenty-eight years of registration, that is, the 
largest number of maiTiages were solemnized during the last quarter, 
the next largest number during the second quarter, followed in that 
order by the third, and lastly by the first quarter. 

KATiyiTY OF PERSONS MARRIED. 

The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the last six years, and also for 
the aggregate of five years, from 1878 to 1882 inclusive, and of twenty 
years, from 1858 to 1877 inclusiye : 
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Table XXXII. 
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MA 






80fi 
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m 




144 
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s,soe 








4MBi 



There was a less number of marriages consummated in 1882, by 
parties who were both groom and bride of native birth, than during 
any one of the previous three years, the number being 138 less than 
in 1881, and 275 less than in 1880. 

There was at the same time a larger number of marriages of parties 
who were both foreign born, and about an equal number of mixed 
marriages, or marriages in which one of the parties was of native 
birth, and one of foreign birth. 

It has been before stated,, that there were 116 less marriages in 
number, in 1882, than in 1881. It will be understood, therefore, 
from the above exhibit, that the lessened number was entirely in the 
class of native born population. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
eign and mixed marriages, in each of the last six years, and in the 
aggregate of five years, 1878 to 1882 inclusive, and of twenty years, 
1858 to 1877 inclusive : 

Table XXXIII. 
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By the above Table it will be seen that the percentage of marriages 
of persons of American birth was smaller than in any one of the 
previous five years, and also smaller than the average of either of the 
i)eriods of twenty years, or of five years. 

The increase of percentage in the classes of foreign and mixed, will 
also be noticed. 

AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 

The number of persons married in Rhode Island, during the year 
1882, in the different periods of life, is sliown in Table V., on page 
8. Tlie number of each sex, in each division of age, can also be 
found in the following Table : 



Table XXXIV. 
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The number of marriages in 1882, of parties whose ages were largely 
unequal, was less than the average of previous years. There were 
several, however, in which the disparity of years was quite consider- 
able. 

Two grooms took brides thirty years younger than themselves, 
there were three grooms with brides thirty-five years younger, three 
with brides forty and more years younger. 

On the other hand, there were four brides with grooms of from 
fifteen to twenty-five years their juniors. 

The whole number of persons, in each division of ages of both sexes, 
man'ied in Rhode Island, in each of the last seventeen years, that is, 
from 1866 to 1882 inclusive, is presented in the following Table : 
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The whole number of persons of botli sexes, under twenty years of 
age, assuming the responsibilities of marriage in 1882, was 498. The 
percentage is smaller than in any year during the whole period of 
registration, and the number is also smaller, notwithstanding the 
increased number of marriages, than in any one of the last seventeen 
years. 

The following summary will show the whole number of marriages, 
the number of persons married under twenty years of age. and the 
percentages of marriages of persons under twenty years of age, during 
two periods of three years each, that is, from 1870 to 1872 inclusive., 
and from 1880 to 1882 inclusive : 



Whole number 
of persons 
married. 

1870 to 1873 14,470 

1880 to 1883 16,806 



Number married 
under twenty 
years of age. 

2,287 

1.775 



Percentage of 
persons married 
under twenty 
years of age. 

15.4 

10.8 
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It will be seen that the proportion of marriages of minors, under 
twenty, has decreased about thirty-three per cent, during the last 
ten years. 

The following exhibit will also give the percentages of whole num- 
ber of persons of both sexes, married under twenty yeai*s of age, in 
different years, taken at random, and will also show the decline in 
the proportions of the same : 



Years. Married under 20 years of afre. 

IRTO 16.9 iwr cent, of whole number. 

187i 15.5 per cent, of whole number. 

1876 15.3 per cent, of whole number. 

1990 12.4 per cent, of whole number. 

1888 9.4 per cent, of whole number. 



The relative proportions of each of the sexes married at different 
ages may be found on the following pages. 
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PROPORTION OF SEX. 



The following Table will show the percentages of ^nales married, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-three years: 

Table XXXVI. 



YEARS. 



1861.. 
1862.. 
1863.. 
1864.. 
1865.. 

1866 . 

1867 . 



1870 



A< 1871 
^ 1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1 1882. 



Under 20. 20 to 25. 85 to 30. 80 to 40. 40 to 50. 50 & over. , Total 

















5.0 


42.8 


26.9 


16.3 


5.7 


3.3 


100.00 


4.6 


44.5 


25.4 


15.5 


5.8 


4.2 


100.00 


4.2 


37.8 


27.9 


18.3 


5.9 


5.9 


100 00 


3.5 


3S.0 


29.6 


17.2 


5.8 


5.9 


100.00 


4.3 


38.8 


27.8 


17.9 


7.4 


4.8 


100.00 


3.5 


37.0 


28,4 


18.9 


7.5 


4.7 


100.00 


5.3 


40.9 


27.0 


16.4 


6.3 


4.1 


100.00 


4.3 


40.1 


27.9 


16.8 


6.8 


4.1 


100,00 


4.1 


89.9 


28.2 


17.1 


6.1 


4.6 


100.00 


4.3 


39.6 


27.7 


18.6 


6.1 


3.8 


100.00 


4.3 


40.4 


28.1 


16.0 


6.4 


4.8 


100.00 


5.3 


40.1 


28.9 


16.5 


4.9 


1 


100.00 


4.3 


41.3 


28.2 


16.6 


5.2 




100.00 


3.8 


42.4 


26.7 


17.0 


6.0 


1 


100.00 


4.1 


40.4 


87.2 


17.5 


6.4 


1 *■* 


lOO.OU 


8.5 


40.9 


27.8 


17.5 


6.1 


4.2 


100.00 


5.1 


37.5 


28.6 


17.9 


5.6 


1 4.8 


100.00 


4.3 


36.0 


30.2 


18.7 


.5.9 


4.9 


100.00 


3.9 


38.5 


29.0 


18.0 


6.3 


1 4.3 


100.00 


8.9 • 


87.8 


28.8 


19.8 


5.4 




100.00 


8.6 


88.9 


27.5 


19.9 


5.8 


1 4.3 


100.00 


2.8 


87.2 


29.7 


19.5 


6.8 


4.0 


100.00 


22 


26.0 


31.4 


20.0 


6.1 


4.3 


100.00 
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The following Table will show the percentages of females mai-ried, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-three years : 

Table XXXVII. 



Y£ARS. 


1 

Under aoJ30to25. 

1 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 50 A over. 


Total. 




flSSO 


2S.8 


44.1 


17.0 


- - - 
0.1 


2.6 


1.4 




100.00 




1861 


20.6 


42.0 


15.2 


7.8 


4.1 


1.3 


100.00 






84.9 


41.3 


16.7 




4.1 


1.2 


100.00 




1863 


24.9 


42.6 


ier.9 


9.8 


4.1 


1.7 


100.00 




1864 


24.2 


43.4 


17.8 


10.8 


2.9 


1.4 


100.00 




1§66 


22.6 


42.3 


19.1 


11.0 


3.5 


1.5 


100.00 




1866 


24.7 


42.0 


17.4 


11.0 


2.7 


1.3 


100.00 




1867 


25.4 


40.5 


19.3 


10.0 


3.4 


1.4 


100.00 




1868 


24.4 


40.9 


16.1 


11.6 


3.3 


1.7 


100.00 




1869 


24.1 


40.5 


18.7 


12.1 


3.4 


1.2 


100.00 




1870 


28.8 


39.4 


17.9 


10.8 


3.9 


1.2 


100.00 


<^ 


1871 


24.6 


41.9 


19.1 


10.1 


3.1 


1.8 


100.00 




1878 


26.7 


40.5 


16.4 


9.9 


8.2 


1.3 


100.00 




1873 


25.3 


40.8 


17.5 


12.0 


2.7 


1.7 


100.00 




1874 


26.3 


88.1 


19.3 


11.1 


8.9 


... 


100.00 




1875 


28.9 


42.1 


16.8 


11.8 


4.0 


1.4 


1.00.00 




1876 


25.6 


39.8 


17.6 


12.0 


3.7 


1.3 


100.00 




1877 


23.4 


40.4 


18.8 


12.1 


3.6 


1.7 


100.00 




1878 


22.7 


40.4 


19.3 


12.S 


3.8 


1.6 


100.00 




1 1879 


22.8 


40.7 


19.4 


12.1 


3.0 


2.0 


100.00 




1880 


21.1 


44.2 


18.0 


12.0 


3.3 


1.4 


100.00 




1881. 


19.0 


43.0 


21.5 


11.2 


3.8 


1.5 


100.00 






16.7 


44.8 


20.9 


12.6 


39 




100.00 



Tables XXXVL and XXXVII. are instructive, in that they show 
the changes that have taken jilace in the percentages of the sexes, 
marrieil in the different divisions of age, during the last twenty-tliree 
years. 

In Table XXX VI. it will be seen that the proportion of males 
married, under 20 years of age, has gradually lessened, with only 
temporary interruptions, from 5.0 per cent, of the whole number of 
males married, in 18G0; to 2.2 per cent, of the same class married in 
1882, or a proportion of less than half as many. 

The proportion of males, between twenty and twenty-five, has not 
largely changed* 
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The proportion of males, married in every division of age above 
twenty-five, has therefore gradually increased through the same series 
of years, with only temporary interruptions, standing in 1882 at nearly 
62 per cent, of the whole number, as against 52 per cent, in 1860. 

In Table XXXVIL it will also be seen that the proportion of females 
married, under twenty years of age, has been, with few exceptions, 
gi'adually lessening during the period of twenty-three years. From a 
proportion of 25.8 per cent., or more than one-quarter of the whole 
number of females married in 1860, the proportion married under 
twenty was reduced to 1^.7 per cent, in 1882. 

As in the case of males, the postponement of matrimonial respon- 
sibilities to a more mature age seems also to be growing in prevalence 
among females. 

Doubtless the largely increased change during the last year and a 
half has been aided considerably by the marriage law recently amended, 
which requires a certificate of consent in writing from the parent or 
guardian, to the marriage of any minor. 



The number of marriages of persons of color, in Rhode Island, 
in 1882, was 74. This includes six marriages of which one of the 
parties was white. The number and color of individuals were, there- 
fore, 142 persons of color, and 6 persons white. The white persons 
were all females. The marriages, however, may be properly classed 
as colored marriages. 

The number reported during 1882, from the different towns, was as 
follows, viz.: 

Providence (including 5 of white and black) 63 

Newport 4 

East Greenwich (including 1 of white and black) 8 

South Kingstown, | 



Warwick, 

Portsmouth, 

North Kingstown, 

Richmond, 

Cranston, 

Pawtucket, 

Scituate, 

Smlthfield, 



MARRIAGES OF PERSONS OF COLOR. 



Westerly, 




4 



Bristol. 



Woonsockct. 



Total 



74 
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MARRIAGES OF THE DIVORCED. 



The number of marriages, of which one or both of the contracting 
parties had been divorced, is probably somewliat larger than the num- 
ber given below. 

The following exhibit will name the towns from which returns of 
marriage with the item of divorce was given, the whole number of 
divorced persons married, and also the sex and number of marriage of 
Uie divorced : 



TOWNS. 



Coventry 

Eut Greenwich. 

Lincoln 

Smithfield 

Wooneockct 

Pawtuckct 

Providence. . . . ^. 
Wei^tcrly 

State 



1 
5 
5 
17 
78 
2 

181 



2 
o 



3 
2 

3 
2 
4 

33 



47 




Of the 121 divorced persons who were married in 1882, according 
to the returns, there were 34, of whom etich married a divorced person 
(17 marriages where both groom and bride had been divorced), and 
87 who married undivorced persons. 



DIVORCES, 1882. 



The number of applications for divorce in Rhode Island, during 
the year 1882, as ascertained by reports from the clerks of the supremo 
courts of the different counties, was (339) three hundred and thirty- 
nine. The number in 1880 was (347) three hundred and forty-seven; 
and in 1881 it was (350) three hundred and fifty. 

During the year 1882, there were (271) two hundred and seventy- 
one applications for divorce granted, which were eight more than in 
1880, and three more than in 1881. 

The following Table shows the number of applications for divorce, 
and the number granted, in 1882, in each pounty of the State; also 
the causes alleged for the applications. 

Table XXXVIII. 




In the three hundred and thirty-nine applications for divorce which 
were presented in 1882, the whole number of causes alleged for the 
same was six hundred and forty-nine. 

It will be seen that in a majority of cases more than one cause is 
alleged why divorce should be granted, and in some applications quite 
a number of reasons ai*e specified. 
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Of the 649, the total of all causes alleged, 72, were because of adul- 
tery; 59, for extreme cruelty; 205, for wilful desertion; 61, for con- 
tinued drunkenness; 185, for neglect to provide the necessaries of 
life ; 62, various forms of gross misbehavior ; 4, for impotency ; and 
one because the supposed husband had a previous undivorced wife 
living, which if true would make the marriage void, and no divorce 
be needed. 

As may be supposed, there is doubtless collusion often between the 
parties to a divorce suit, but this cannot always be known to the 
Judges of the Supreme Court before whom the cases are tried, and a 
decree of divorce must be entered in accordance with the evidence 
presented. 

In order to show the actual number of applications, and tlie num- 
ber of divorces granted in each of the last ten years, the following 
summary is presented: 



1873. 
1874. 
1875. 

1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 

im. 



Applications 
for Divorce. 

261 

276. ... 

227.... 

254 

257 

268 

255.... 

347 

... . 350 



Divorces 

Granted. 
173.... 

...242. .. 

158. . . 

196.... 

178.... 

...196.... 
246.... 

... 273... 
.... 268. .. 
271.... 



Applications 
refused or continued 
or witiidrawn. 

88 

84 



58 
7» 



9 
74 



10 years total 2,824.. 



.2,201. 



.633 



The proportion of divorces granted, to whole number of applica- 
tions during the last ten years, is 77.9 in each 100. 

The number of applications for divorce, in Rhode Island, increase 
from year to year with only slight fluctuations. 

The proportion of petitions for divorce granted in 1881 was 80. per 
cent, of the applications made during the same year. This propor- 
portion is 3.5 per cent, larger than that of 1881. 

The ratio of divorces granted in 1881, to whole number of mamages 
during the year, was one divorce to every 9.7 marriages. 

The ratio of applications for divorce to the whole number of mar- 
riages during the year, was one application to less than every eight 
marriages. 
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The following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
county, and in the whole State, in each of the last fourteen years, 
with the proportion of marriages to each divorce granted in each year: 

Table XXXIX. 



YEARS. 



1869.. 
1870.. 
1871.. 
1872.. 
1878.. 
1874.. 
1875 . 
1876.. 
1877.. 
1878. 
1879.. 
1880 . 
1881. 
1882.. 



BriHtol 
County. 



PS 



10 
3 
5 
8 
6 

10 

6 
7 
4 
6 
8 



10.6 
27.7 
16.8 



Kent 



^5 



1& 

IS 

11 



10.3 1» 
16.2 
8.9 



I 50.0 
I 14.5 

I 12.0 

t 

: 26.0 
18.8 
12.1 

: 20.1 

•15.0 



315 
11,8 

15,7 



'JO &.0 

e.« 

m 
m 

m 
M 



7 
7 
7 

li 

II 
i& 



ProTldcDce Wuhlngtoii 

CODQ^, CODIltJ, 



St Ss 



49.T 

18.4 
flCK5 

144 



in 

140 
Ul 
190 

tao 
14a 

134 

m 
m 



14.9 
IM 
lU 
10,9 



^1 

pa 



11 

St 

IS 

« 
1« 
11 
BD 
11 
t« 

id 
n 



15^ 
11.4 

ii.fi 

iT.a 
Alt 

ITJ) 
11.0 



WbolB. 



11 

PP 



SOO 
Iftl 

90O 

m 
■it 

168 
190 

178 
198 
S46 

MS 



ii 



IIJ 
14.5 

ie.T 
i&j 
ms 
iw 

lij 

9L1 

mi 

IM 



It will be seen, by the above table, that the proportion of divorces 
grunted in the wliole State, in 1882, to the number of marriages the 
same year, was sligliUy larger than in the previous year. 

The proportion for the State was the same as in 1879. In these 
two years were tlie largest proportions of divorce to marriage of any 
on record. 

There was an increase of i)roportion in Bristol, Newport and Provi- 
dence counties only. 

In Providence county, the proportion of about one divorce to every 
9 marriages, in 1882, was 4 per cent, larger than the average of the 
previous thirteen years. 

During fourteen years, the average proportions of divorce to mar- 
riage in the several counties and the State, have been as follows: 
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Brii»tol Connty 

Kent Connty 

Newport Connty. .. 
Providence County. 
Washington County 



.one divorce to every 18.5 marriap^e. 
.one divorce to every 11.6 marriages, 
.one divorce to every 28.7 marriai^es. 
.one divorce to every 11.6 marriages, 
.one divorce to every 14.8 marriages, 
one divorce to every 12.2 marriages. 



Whole State. 



It will be seen, that in a series of years, Newport county has fur- 
nished the least number of divorces in proportion to the number of 
marriages, and Providence and Kent counties the largest number. 

The tendency has been to a gradual increase of the proportion of 
divorce to marriage. 

During the three years from 1869 to 71 inclusive, the proportion 
was one divorce to every 13.5 marriages. From 1872 to 1876 inclusive 
it was one divorce to every 13.1 marriages; and from 1877 to 1881 
inchisive it was one divorce to every 11 marriages. 
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DEATHS, 1882. 



There were received at the office of the State Registrar of Vital 
Statistics, the returns of five thousand and seventy-four (5,074) deaths, 
as having occurred in Rhode Island during the year 1882. 

This number, although the largest ever recorded in any one year, is 
but slightly in excess of the number in 1881, that is, by 58 only. 

Considering the large number of births that were returned as having 
occurred during that and the previous year, and the regular large 
mortality every year of children under one year of age, it is apparent 
that some of the prominent causes of death, especially such as are 
largely confined to children of tender age, did not have so large 
prevalence in 1882 as in some of the previous years. This is quite 
true of croup, diphtheria and scarlatina. Cholera infantum and 
typhoid fever were, however, rather more prevalent in some localities 
than in some previous years, and numbered a larger mortality. 

The ratio of mortality to population was one death in every 54.5 
persons, or 18.3 in each thousand inhabitants, according to the census 
of 1880. 

This ratio is larger than the real proportion, because of the increase 
of population since 1880. As remarked on another and previous 
page, Estimating the population of the State at 295,000 in June, 
1882, the proportion of deaths to population during the year was 1T.2 
in each thousand, which was about the average of the previous five 
years." 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 5,074 persons whose deaths were returned, during the year 
1882, 2,487 were males, and 2,587 were females; the ratio standing at 
9G.54 males to each 100 females, or 49.00 males and 51.00 females in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Tables, XL. and XLI., show the number and pro- 
portion of males and females among the decedents, and also among 
the children born in Rhode Island daring the ten years 1853 to 18G2 
inclusive ; also in each of the twenty years from 1963 to 1882 inclusive, 
and for the entire period of thirty years ; 
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im ........ im mule*,....... i,m 

mi 1,633 maJM 1.7*7 

tm l.fl^rt nmlcft..., .... i,m 

, l,m male*,. i,m 



im. 

1874... 



hm mule* U447 

. I.4UI mMf^ , .... 
hm mMlef i,m 

hmi iiMie* i.Tsa 

^AW m^m t,m 

9,111 mja««... i,n0 



4,ioa mftito., 

im 

1877.. 

Jtfla. 

tmk 



. I,SI»I miUet. 3,147 

«,l3i maJCT ... ... S.aiB 

maloA ..... 

2.IB3 niJikii 2m 

%m malee . ...... S,4ti3 

^,467 mftles .... 2,S&SI 

i,4ar nmJoft .... S.5eT 



femtlu . , 
f cmiles , . 

remains . 
fflmaliM 
fenrnln, . 

foZELUlCfl, . 



..or 99 J inAlcrfl to 

..or IQif.S uinlim tti 

. or 94,C^ nialcf to 

..or 96 1 mAJ«§ to 

or IQLS wwiki to 

..or W.7 maJeB to 

,,01 04.0 malcd to 

or IUU,§ mi lee U» 

or 99 a malp4i to 

..or 94,1 miLlee lo 

..or tii.4 malev to 

, . or (1Ql& ia»lei to 

or ttS,4 mtU«9a In 

or 01.7 roalee to 

or 0*JtU mal^« ttj 

. or 9iM mA\m ti> 

.or 85.4 malce to 

or 00. Q mmliw to 

.or IM.S m&lM to 

.or dd.fi mules to 



100 f^ntAbt, 

100 fiimiilett. 

iQo rf ui»i«H. 

100 It^miUat. 
100 feiaArc*. 
IQU fviiiiilei, 
100 fcni«Ue*, 
m rtituali*i9. 
im fern alee, 
100 r«miLle», 
too femJiteft. 
m remales. 
100 fcinnleft. 

100 fi^Diftles. 

IVO f(*n]AJ«ft. 
100 rumalefl. 



tl,m reoialei ...... or n,% pmleft to 100 fetiuai^. 



Table XLI, 



imk,.... 1,893 m«]ea . 

1891.,., ItWS miiJci-. 

teSBw * , lt,m nuilea., 

10QS^ S,a4e tnalCT.. 

1887.., ihbIm.. 

t,T45 mal«#.. 

i8e»..... «,ea(» ma]«t . 

1870 1,«7B iiuLlet., 

1171 » «,ffW 

igrst,. urn 

1873. a^as niiJca , 

1ST4,.,..„,. S,8J1 male* . 

1«7D...,,. ....... 3,381 male*.. 

im 3|3&1 mtdm . 

imr*,,., i,1fl8 TOftlei - 

Iflrsa. S,40a iMale*.. 

im,.. S.SSft tjmlei.. 

1880............. .... S.»41 malM., 

MIL,, maim . 

lUft, malH . 



..17,^ rim)«les.. 

. S,T18 f«inal«« . 
1,M3 fanftlea., 
1,BS7 retsalei , 

. 2,4M female*., 
. fl,eS7 fcmaletf . . 
. 3,6fi0 femalei, 
, S,&3fl fifmain.. 
. a,iCO ft?miile«,. 

8,0&8 ftmaliw,, 
. 3,887 remolol., 

3,155 ffsmnlea . 
. 344s firraalei* , 

S.ga fenjalo,. 
. Mt£ lemalot.. 
. ^,mi femal» , 
. 3,D&4 femalm.. 
. 3,1iQ3 fciQAleft.. 
. S,310 femalee,^ 



.aO jeMt T^tTBS mAlefl. 





mi 




lo 


100 


funialea. 


.or 


ltiO.8 




to 


100 


fi^malefl. 


.or 


100.S 


rnalca 


to 


100 


female. 


..01- 


m.0 


malcfl 


to 


100 


rumalea. 


.or 


mi 


m&lcs 


to 


too 


feuialea. 


or 


107,T 


Boaloi 


to 


100 


femnloa. 


.or 


1(M.& 


nuW 


to 




ftfinaln. 






malc^ 


to 


100 




..or 


tOQ.6 


mnlcB 


to 


100 


fetualM. 


.or 


loss 




to 


100 


female*. 




lOO.S 


maiea 


to 


100 


ft^maVcs. 


,or 


]os.e 


mAl« 


to 


300 




or 


304.9 


males 


to 


100 


fomala*. 


.or 


10S.9 


maica 


to 


100 


rem ale*. 


or 


ios.a 


nto^ee 


to 


100 


female** 




ioa,o 


malrf. 


to 


100 


fi^malea. 


or 


toa.7 




to 


100 


fiimalet. 




105.4 


m&lo6 


to 


100 




or 


m.} 


maJei^ 


to 


1(90 


fcmalei, 


.or 


107.t 


isuklm 


to 


too 


female*. 




mB 


luitet 


lo 


100 


fomakta, 


.or 


105.7 


maloa 


to 


100 


femalei. 
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Table XL. may be presented differently, that is, in three periods of 
ten years each, and one of thirty years, as follows : 

Dbatbb. Males. Females. 

10 years, 1853-1862.. ... 10,^ 11,369 or 96.9 males to each 100 females. 

10 years, 1863-1872 16,315 16,639 or 98.0 males to each 100 females. 

10 years, 1873-1882 22,150 23,197 or 95.6 males to each 100 females. 

80 years, 1863-1882 49,395 51,105 or 96 6 males to each 100 females. 

BlUTHS. 

30 years, ia'i3-1882 76,758 72,582 or 105.7 males to each 100 females. 

It will be seen that the results of thirty years registration show 
that, while there have been 105.7 male children born to each 100 
female children, there have been only 96.6 male decedents to each 100 
female decedents. 

There is, nevertheless, a larger female population in Khode Island 
than of the male population, which goes to prove clearly that either 
the emigration of males is larger than that of females, or that the 
immigration of females is larger than that of males. Both proposi- 
tions are to some extent doubtless true. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
month of the year 1882, and in each division of the State, may be 
found in Table VL, on the ninth page. 

The influence of season upon mortality may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths in each quarter of each of the last five years, and in the aggre- 
gate for the twenty-five years from 1853 to 1877 inclusive : 



Table XLII. 







1882. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1853-1877. 


SEASON. 


u ■ 
JQ 


a 

V 


M 


*s 
a 
a> 




a 


M 


a 

0) 


M 


a 

V 


u 1 


a 




s 

a 




a 




S 
s 




6 
a 




s 

a 


u 
»« 






















0.1 






J ' 




January-March 


1,180 


23.23 


1,236 


24.62 


1,216 


25.18 


1,185 


26.49 


1,158 


25.87 


17,616 


22.10 


April-June 


1,186 


23.34 


1,171 


23.34 


1,149 


23.80 


939 


20.99 


968 


21.81 


16,513' 


20.74 


July-September. . . 


1,443 


28.42 


1,424 


2a38 


1,306 


27.04 


1,174 


26.26 


1,176 


26.46 


23,464. 


29.46 


October -December 


1,205 


25.11 


1,185 


23.60 


1,158 


23.96 


1,174 


26 26 


1,140 


25.86 


22,006 


27.64 




5,074 100.00 

1 


1 

5,016 100.00 

1 


4,829 


100.00 


4,472 


100.00 


4,441 


100.00 


79,629 100.00 

1 
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It will be seen, by Table XLIL, that the mortality in Rhode Island, 
in 1882, was greater in the third quarter than in any one of the previous 
four years, although more than one per cent, less than the average of 
twenty-five years previous to 1878. The results of registration in 1882 
show that diarrha»al diseases prevailed more largely and more severely 
during July and August of that year than usual, or rather than 
during the previous four or five years. 

Pneumonia and other diseases of the respiratory organs were largely 
prevalent, and unusually fatal, during the spring months, but, taking 
the first half of the year, the mortality from all causes was hardly 
equal to the average of the previous four years. 

SEASON AND DEATH RATE. CITY INFLUENCE. 

It has been the custom, in former reports, to contrast the city of 
Providence, which comprises more than three-eighths of the entire 
population of the State, with the rest of the State, in regard to the 
influence of season upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a comparison between the city and 
the rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by 
seasons. It will show the number and percentage of deaths in each 
quarter of the year 1882 in the city, and in the I'est of the State 
8e])arately; and the number and percentage of deaths in each quar- 
terly period in the city of Providence, for six years, that is, from 1876 
to 1881 inclusive; and the number and percentage in the rest of the 
State, also for each quarter of the same period of six years : 

Table XLIII. 





1882. 


1876-1881. 


1876- 


1881. 




Providence. 


Rest of SUte. 


Providence. 


Kest of 


State. 


SEASON. 




























u 










umbe 


er cen 


ambe 


ercen 


umbe 


er cen 


umbe] 


er cen 














04 








628 


23.55 


652 


23.02 


9,936 


24 38 


3,748 


24.50 




506 


22.57 


680 


24.01 


2,811 


23.34 


3,316 


21.70 




561 


25.92 


862 


30.43 


3,248 


26.97 


4,897 


28.77 


October-December 


fi27 


27.96 


638 


22.54 


3,048 


25.31 


3,825 


25.03 




2,242 


100.00 2,832 


100.00 


12,013 


100.00 


15.281 


100.00 
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A very considerable difference will be seen between the proportions 
of the city of Providence and of the rest of the State, in the third 
and fourth quarters of 1882. The proportion of 30.4 per cent, of all 
the deaths in any year occurring during the third quarter is quite 
remarkable, if not unprecedented. That proportion occurred in that 
part of the State outside of Providence city, while in the city the 
proportion for the same quarter was only 25.9 per cent. In Providence 
city the proportion was about one per cent, less than the average of 
several previous years. 

In the last quarter of the year 1882 the proportion of the city, 
28.0 per cent., was considerably larger than the average of previous 
yesLYH, while that of the rest of the State for the same quarter, 22.5 
per cent., was considerably less than the average of previous years. 
An unprecedentedly large prevalence of typhoid fever in Providence 
city during the last quarter, and especially during the month of 
November, contributed largely to the increased mortality during that 
quarter. 

MORTALITY BY MONTHS. 

On the following page may be found a presentation of months in 
the order in which occurred from the largest to the smallest number 
of deaths, in the whole State, during each of the last eight years : 
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Previous to 1877, for a period of several years, August was the first 
month in the order of contributing the largest number of decedents, 
and then took the second place for four years, resuming its position 
again at the head of the list in 1881, and continuing in 1882. 

It will bo seen that there was a change in the heading of the list 
every year during the five years preceding 1882. 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The whole number of decedents reported in Rhode Island, in 1882, 
was 5,074, of which 2,429 were of American parentage, and 2,645 
were of foreign parentage. The parentage was reckoned according to 
the reported nativity of the fathers. 

The parentage of the decedents in the two classes of American and 
foreign, as reported from the different towns in the State may be found 
in the general abstract for 1882, on the 10th and 11th pages. 

For the first time during the whole period of registration in Rhode 
Ishmd, tlie decedents of foreign parentage exceeded, in 1881, the num- 
ber of decedents of American parentage. The same occurrence was 
repeated in 1882, with increased proportion of foreign parentage. In 
Table XLIV. these facts will be clearly shown by the statistics. 

In 1881 there were 102.1 decedents of foreign parentage to each 100 
of American; and in 1882 there were 108.9 decedents of foreign 
parentage to each 100 of American. 

The term foreign parentage," as here used, is to be understood as 
including only those whose parents were foreign born, and not those 
whose parents were born in the United States, although those parents 
were children of foreign born parents. 

There are but few towns in the State, which do not report every 
year some decedents of foreign parentage. 

The towns not reporting such, during 1882, are Jamestown, Little 
Compton, Middletown and Charlestown. 

The towns reporting less than four decedents of foreign parentage 
are towns of small population, as follows : Barrington, West Green- 
wich, New Slioreham, Foster, Exeter and Richmond. 

There were nine towns which returned a larger mortality of persons 
of foreign parentage than of American. These nine towns were all 
in Providence county. 

The nine towns alluded to, in Providence county, reported deaths 
in the two classes of parentage in the proportions presented as follows: 
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Bnrrillvilic 187 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

Craniiton 117 of foreign parentage to eacli 100 of American. 

Cumberland 147 of foreign i>areutagc to eacli 100 of American. 

Johnston 124 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

Lincoln 840 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

North Smithfidd 241 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

Pawiucket 130 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

Woon.-^ockei 335 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

Providence City 133 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years ; 
and in the aggregate for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 1879 
inclusive : 

Table XLV. 



1882. 



1881. 



PARENTAGE. 



American. . 
Foreign. . , 



s 



1880. 



E 



1379. 



a 



1878. 



I 



1858-1879. 



a • ^ 



2.429 47.87 2,482 49.48 2,517 52.13 2,294! 51.29 2,281 51.36 52,332 56.25 

I ! I I • I 

2,645 52.13 2,534 50.52 2,312 47.87 2,178 48.71 2,160 48.64 40.702 43.75 



' I I ' ! I 

Total ; 5,074 100.00 5,016 100.00 4,829 100. 00 1 4,472 100.00 4,441 100.00 98,034 100.00 



The gradual increase of mortality, in the population of foreign 
parentage, can be distinctly traced by reference to Table XLV. 

In studying the question of mortality by parentage it may be well, 
also, to refer to remarks and Tables on page 68 and sequel, in relation 
to births by parentage. Both questions are considered at greater 
length in the Twenty-ninth Registration Report, on pages 70 to 74 
inclusive, and 102 to 103 inclusive. 



AGE OF DECEDENTS. 



There may be found in Table I., on pages 2 and 3, the aggregate 
and average age of all the decedents reported in 1882, of each sex, in 
each town and county in the State. . 

It will be seen, by that Table, that the average age of all the male 
decedents in 1882 was 31 and one-third years, and the average age of 
all the female decedents, in the same year, was 35 and one-half years. 

18 
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The average age at death, in 1882, was slightly more advanced, in 
both sexes, than in 1881. 

The following snmmary will show the average age of each of the 
sexes, and of all, in each of the last five years : 

1882. 1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 

Average. Average. Average. Average. Average. 

Males 31 .33 years 80.99 years 29.8S years 81. 29 years 29.02 yeara. 

Females 85.57 years 34.07 years 82.06 years 83.24 years 81.11 years. 

Ages of all. .83.50 years 82.55 years 30.86 years 82.29 years 30.00 yean. 

The highest average age of male decedents, in any town in the 
State, in 1882, was 70.25 years, in Jamestown; the highest average 
age of female decedents was 75 years, in Charlestown. 

The lowest average age of male decedents, during the same time, 
was 16.41 years, in North Smithfield, and the lowest average age of 
female decedents was 16.75 years, in North Providence. 

Various circumstances may occur during any one year, or in occa- 
sional years, to raise or lower the average age of the decedents in any 
town, and more especially towns of small population, and dependence 
therefore on the results of any single year, are fallacious as regards 
any definite conclusions therefrom. 

And there are circumstances other than that of the salubrity of 
towns, that contribute to the advanced average age of decedents; 
as a low birth rate, for instance, naturally the result of the emigration 
of a considerable proportion of the population, during early manhood 
and womanhood, to other towns, where labor secures more remunera- 
tive employment. 

Nevertheless, when the results of a series of years are aggregated 
and averages made, a basis is obtained for approximate conclusions 
as to the relative longevity of the inhabitants of any town furnishing 
such statistics. 

For a ready reference the following Table, continued from a previous 
report, will show the whole number of deaths, the average animal 
l)ercentage of deaths to estimated average population, and average 
age of all decedents during ten years, from 1870 to 1880, in each 
town and in eacli county in the State. 

It should be stated that, in estimating the average population during 
the period of ten yeans, corrections were made for losses by division 
of territory, and also for gains of population by addition of territory, 
whore such diaiiges had occurred. 

It may l)e staled, also, that changes in the character of the popula- 
tion in some of the towns, during the last half of the ten years, 
seemed to have an influence in the direction of increase of the death 
rate in those towns. 
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Table XLVL 



DEATHS. 



TOWNS AND DIVISIONS 
OF THE STATE. 



Barrington 
BrlHtoL .. 
Warren. . . . 



Bristol County.. 



Coventry 

Ea«t Greenwich . 
WeHt Greenwich.. 
Warwick 



Kbnt CorNTT.. 

Jame«town — 
Little Compton. . 

Middleiown 

New Shoreham. 

Port«niouth 

Tiverton 



Towns, Newport County. 

NswpoRT City 

Newport County 



Burrillville 

Cranvton^ 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Foster 

Oloceeter 

Johnston 

Lincoln* 

North Providencet. 
North Smithflold*. . . 

Pawtncket 

Scitaate 

Smllhfleld* 

WoonfK)cket 



Towns, Providbncb County. 

Providence City 

Providence County 



Charle«town 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 
Sonth Kingstown. 

Richmond 

Westerly 



Washington County. 
Whole State 



lu jrtriire. every 


Per cent. 


Average 
Age of 
all. 


143 
904 
656 


83.45 
04.87 
61.05 


1.19 
1.55 
1.04 


48.12 
84.06 
81.98 


1 702 


64.74 


154 


38.77 


672 
600 
177 
1,461 


68.15 
62.40 
58.42 
79.49 


1.47 
1.63 
1.71 
1.26 


40.77 
40.17 
45.78 
29.15 


2,810 


72.41 


1.88 


35.29 


42 
140 
124 
111 
216 
285 


116.19 
82.57 
86.61 

108 33 
87.64 
73.72 


.86 
1.21 
1.15 

.96 
1.14 
1.8*> 


51.62 
53.69 
45.03 
37.39 
47.82 
48.05 


918 


85.61 


1.17 


45.66 


2.041 


08.73 


1.45 


36.51 


2,959 


73.97 


, 1.35 


.39..35 


677 

1,045 
640 
592 
151 
335 
745 

1,675 
113 
822 

2,062 
547 
421 

2,628 


77.53 
54.43 
IS8.M 
73.24 
102.20 
62.03 
67.10 
.•i5.21 
09.18 
78.17 
55.22 
74.97 
67.86 
51.66 


1.29 
1.82 
1.13 
1..% 

.m 

1.01 
1.49 
1.81 
1.45 
1.26 
1.82 
1.32 
1.47 
1.92 


3;J.92 
37.72 
.30..'j6 
28.26 
53.14 
44.93 
30. M 
22.14 
29.ti0 
32.15 
29.81 
40 39 
30.12 
24.49 


13,440 


62,68 


1.59 


29.15 


17,587 


50.24 


1.99 


27.76 


81,027 


59.60 


1.07 


. 28.37 


151 
159 
392 
553 
602 
299 
603 


69.80 
85.22 
70.41 

i 03.38 
70.43 
58.40 

1 89.08 


1.42 
1.17 
1.42 

1.41 
1.71 
1 Ml 


54..33 
51.58 
40.78 
40.76 
43.99 
.38.18 
84.66 


2,759 


72.71 


1.37 


40.52 


. 41,257 


1 62.59 


1.59 


; 30.68 



An increased birth rate has generally been liuM to imply the neces- 
sary corollary of an increased death rate, and by the large mortality 
of children under live years of age, a necessary lowering of the average 
ago of decedents. 

It would seem, however, by the vital statistics of Rhode Island, that 

* Nine years. t Six years. t Including deaths in State Institutions. 
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although the birth rate has increased somewhat in the State, the death 
rate remains about tlie same, and the average age of decedents has 
slightly increased. 

Providence city, also, while the birth rate and death rate have 
remained about the same, has also had an increase in the average age 
of its decedents. 

The following summary will show the average age of the decedents 
in the city, during the last five years : 



188S. 




1881. 1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


Average. 


Average, Average. 


Average. 


Average. 


Mile« 80.04 




..28.55 28.72 


28.09 


24.22 


Females 83.68 




..88.30 30.45 


29.54 


27.88 


Age of all 81.88 




..30.98 29.67 


28.82 


26.09 


The following will show the average age of the decedents in Provi- 
dence city and in the whole State, during each of the last three years, 
and also the average of a period of ten years previous to 1880 : 








Ten Yearn. 




1883. 


1881. 


1880. 


1870-1879. 


Average. 


Average. 


Average. 


Average. 




31.9 . 








Whoh' Sttttft 


..^.5.. 


82.5 


30.9 




The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also the average of each of four periods of five years CJich, comprising 
the twenty years from 1858 to 1877 inclusive : 






Table XLVII. 






• DlVIi-IONS OF THE ' jogj 

State. 


1881. 


i 1 

1880. 1879. 1878. i^f^^i^' 


1868-1872. 1863-1867. 
5 years. 5 yearn. 


1858-1862. 
5 years. 

_ 


Bristol County 39.31 


87.74 

1 


l" 

36.43 40.87 29.06 33.61 


35.12 34.78 


85.50 


Kent County 39.73 


34.46 


36.54 35.15 33.68 30.20 


84.77 35.81 


39.15 


Newi>ort County 37.00 


40.03 


42.38 , 37.62 ' 39.00 \ 40.68 


40.04 33.54 


85.01 


Provi(k'nceCo..TowDt 31.83 


30.35 


27.40 32.45 30.96 28.46 


25.26 29.16 


28.44 


Providence City 31.88 


30.98 


2?>.67 28.82 , 26.09 27.19 


25.45 28.50 


25.78 


Waphington County.. 40.32 


41.13 


1 

37.82 1 43.44 42.34 41.14 


39.67 80.87 


84.21 


Whole SUtc 83 «) 


1 

32..55 j 30.80 ' 32.20 30.09 30.28 

1 1 


31.60 30.75 


29.42 
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Table XLVII. shows how the average ago of decedents varies from 
year to year, in the different sections of the State. There was a falling • 
off in 1882, as compared with the previous year, in Newport and 
Washington counties, and an increase in all the other divisions. 



PEROEXTAGE OP DECEDENTS BY DIFFERENT AGES. 



In Table YII., on pages 10 to 15 inclusive, will be found the number 
of deaths in 1882, in each town and each county, of eacli sex, and in 
each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of deaths 
in each division to the popuhition of the same, by the census of 1880. 

The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages to whole number of deaths, in each of the last six 
years, and in the aggregate for three periods ; one of ten years and 
seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1862, inclusive ; 
one of ten years, from 1863 to 1872 inclusive; and one of ten years, 
from 1873 to 1882 inclusive : 



Table XLVIII. 









Periods or Life. 


1882. 


1881. 


Under 1 year 


10.7 


18.5 


1 aud under 2 


5.8 


G.4 




5.5 


7.9 


Total under 5 


30.5 


82.8 


5 and andor 10 


3.7 


1 

4.6 




5.8 


5.2 


SO and under 30 


lO.tt 


9.6 


30 and nndcr 40 


9.3 


8.0 


40 and under 50 


7.6 


7.6 




7.8 


8.2 1 


60 and under 70 


8.4 


8.8, 


70 and under 80 


9.7 


. 8.6 


80 and under 90 


5.6 


B.4 


Over 90 and not stated. . 




1.1 


Total 


100.0 


100.0 



18.4 
7.0 
9.2 



6.2 
4.8 
8.6 
7.6 
6.6 



I 

6.7 ] 
8.5! 
9.4 I 
5.7 
1.3 



16.1 
6.8 
10.1 



84.6 : 33.0 



6.3 
i 

4.8 
8.8 
74 
6.5 
7.1 
10.0 
9.0 
5.5 
1.6l' 



16.6 
8.1 
10.3 



35.0 

6.2 
6.1 
8.8 
7.6 
6.4 
7.6 
7.9 
8.8 
4.8 
0.8 



100.0 100.0 100 100.0 



1877. 

17.4 
8.1 
9.5 

35.0 

6.2 
5.4 
8.9 
7.5 
6.6 
7.2 
8.8 
9.5 
4.0 
0.9 

100.0 



10 ycare. ■ 10 years. 
1878 to 1863 to 
1882. 1872. 



18.9 
7.6 
8.4 

34.9 

5.0 
6.8 
9.2 
7.8 
6.9 

7.2 ! 

8.2 

8.8 

5.1 

1.1 

100.0 



18.0 
7.8 



33.7 

4.6 
6.2 
9.7 
8.1 
7.2 
7.3 
8.3 
8.4 
5.4 
1.1 



100.0 



10 year*, 
7 months. 
1852 to 
1862. 



17.6 
9.8 
9.6 

87.0 

6.0 
6.8 
9.5 
8.7 
7.5 
6.7 
6.9 
7.8 
4.6 
1.0 

100.0 
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In the Twenty-Ninth Eegistration Report it was stated that the 
proportion of deaths under five years of age, in 1881, was smaller 
than in 1880, and also, with scarcely an exception, smaller than in 
any previous year during registration in the State. The proportion 
of deaths in that period of life, during the thirty years and seven 
months of registration, was 35.2 per cent, of all, and in 1881 it was 
32.8 per cent, of all. 

It will be seen, by Table XLVIII., that the proportion of decedents 
under five years of age was even smaller, in 1882, than in the previous 
year. It will also be noticed that nearly two-thirds of the decedents 
under five were deaths of children under one year of age. These 
proportions are quite unusual, if not unprecedented. 

It was stated, on a previous page, that some of the prominent 
causes of death, especially such as arfe largely confined to children in 
very early life, did not prevail so largely, in 1882, as in some of tho 
previous years. This ^vas particularly true of croup, diphtheria and 
scarlatina, which find very much the largest number of victims among 
children between one and five years of age. But gholera infantum, 
which is so very largely confined to children under one year of age, 
was much more prevalent in 1882 than in several previous years, and 
will account for the large proportion of decedents in that period of 
life. 

It will be seen, also, that the proportion of decedents between five 
and ten years of age was smaller than usual, and the proportion 
between twenty and thirty was unusually large. 

During 1882, considerably more than one-third of all the deaths 
caused by consumption were of persons between twenty and thirty 
years of age, and nearly one-third of all the deaths caused by typhoid 
fever were of persons of the same period of life. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

There were 145 deaths of persons of color reported in Rhode Island 
in 1882. 

That is the smallest number of colored decedents returned in any 
year since 1871. 

The number in 1881 was 186. 

They occurred in the different towns as follows : 
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ProTidence City 96 

Newport City 22 

Cranston 1 

** State AlmshoaBe 10 

Sooth Klng»town 6 

Hopklnton 8 

East Greenwich, 
New Shoreham, 
Pawtncket 
Bristol, 



a each 6 



Warwn. 



1 each 2 



Total.. 



.145 



Sex, — There were, of the 145 decedents of color, 76 males and 69 
females. 

Season, — These 145 deaths were in the different months as follows : 



Monthft. Deaths. 

January 9 

February 9 

March 8 



Months. 
April.... 

May 

June 



Deaths. 

11 

15 

9 



Iht Quarter 



2d Quarter 85 



Months. Deaths. | Months. Deaths. 

July 9 '. October 18 

November 15 

December 17 



August 17 

September 14 

8d Quarter 40 



4th Quarter 44 



First six months, 61 ; second six months, 84. Total, 145. 



Age, — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, 
in 1882, was as follows : 

Males. Females. 

Providence City 26.0 years SS.9 years. 

Rest of state 38.8 years 83.0 years. 

Whole state 81.0 years 83.0 years. 

Average of all 31.9 years. 



SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION: INCLUDING ALL NATIVITIES. 



The number of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, in 
1882, is given in the following Table, compared with the colored pop- 
ulation in each division, as found by the United States Census of 1880 : 
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Table XLIX. 



EiPtOaatt^....., ..... 
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The proportion of each of these events to the colored population 
was less, in 1882, than in the previous year, and nearer the average 
of the half dozen years previous to 1881. 

The following summary will show the proportions of the last five 
years : 

One birth One person One death 
in every married in every in every 
1878 88.4 89.2 40.2 

1879 89.6 61.4 37.3 

1880 47.1 43.3 44.0 

1881 34.3 89.2 35.4 

1882 88.8 44.5 45.4 

The difference in the proportions of the events of birth, marriage 
and death to population, between the white and colored race in 1882, 
may be seen in the following summary : 



White One child bom in every 41.6; one person married in every 64.0; one death in every 56.1 

Colored One child born in every 36.8; one pen«on married in every 44.5; one death in every 45.4 

Whole No. J 

white and VOne child bom in every 40.5: one person married in every 52.5 one death In every 54.5 
colored. ) 
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The following exhibit will show the number of births, marriages 
and deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of 
the last twenty-two years, from 1861 to 1882 inclusive, and also the 
aggregates of the same : 



COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97 birthn ^0 marriages 109 deaths 

186t 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

IB6S 78 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1964 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1885 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 m births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144 bli ths 61 marriages 105 di^ths . 

1868 147 births 84 marriages ... Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 133 deatlis. 

1870 158 births 70 marriagt»s 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

T87a 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaUis. 

1 873 163 births 69 marriages 160 deaths . 

1874 .^..170 births 80 marrlagen 151 deaths. 

1875 156 births 76 marriages 169 deaths. 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877 168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 . . . ; 172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths . 

1879 159 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

1880 140 births 76 marriages 153 deaths. 

1881 192 births 81 marriages 186 deaths. 

1882 179 births 74 marriages 145 deaths. 

Toul 3,117 birthM 2,420 marriages 3,057 deaths. 

During a period of twenty-two years, from 1861 to 1882 inclusive, 
the whole number of births of colored parentage have exceeded the 
whole number of deaths of colored persons by 60 only. 

It should be observed that the increase of births over deaths has 
occurred altnost wholly since the increased immigration of colored 
females from the former slave States, since about 1867. 

During the five years from 1861 to 1865 inclusive, the deaths of 
colored pefsons exceeded the births of colored children, not including 
still-births, by more than twenty-five per cent. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1882. 



The statistics of the canses of death in Rhode Island, in 1882, may 
be found in Tables VIII., IX., X. and XII. The whole number of 
deaths, as previously stated, was 5,074. The number of which the 
cause of death was reported was 4,803, and the number of which the 
cause was not stated was 271. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1882, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and proportion in each 
division of which the cause was reported unknown : 

Table L. 



1882. 



Narober of deaths 
Caase not stated. . 



One in 



The utter needlessness of such a large proportion of deaths returned 
with the statement cause of death unknown," has been repeatedly 
urged and commented upon in previous reports. 

In the city of Providence the proportion of deaths, during 1882, of 
which the cause was not ascertained, was one in every 187. In 
Providence county towns there was one in every 10.6; in Newport 
city one in every 8.5 ; and in Washington county one in every 7.7. 

Is it to be believed that so many more persons die in some parts of 
the State, from really unknown causes, than in the city of Providence? 

I 



1 188 




6 




87.6 





j 








Ken 
Count 


Newjx 
Coun 
Towr 


315 


119 


27 


8 


11.6 


37.6 



297 
85 



8.5 



•COS 



167 



10.C 



a . 
•oil' 



2,213 
12 

187.0 



Bo 

1^ 



247 
32 



7.7 



5,074 
271 



18.8 
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Table LI. 



Showing the proportio7i of deaths reporied, with cause unknown^^" 
in each division of the State, and in the whole State, in each 
of the last twenty years, from 1863 to 1882 inclusive. 



YEARS. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


1 

Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County 
Towne. 


1 

Providence 
City. 


Washington 
1 County. 


1 

Whole State. 




16.5 


11.3 


25.6 


6.0 


46.7 


24.7 


14.7 




57.0 


12.6 


11.6 


8.5 


45.7 


47.6 


16.1 


1865, One in 


64.8 


27.4 


13.4 


8.3 


55.0 


32.0 


16.4 


1866, One in 


163.0 


11.4 


22.4 


9.5 


45.0 


23.3 


17.8 






13.6 


84.5 


7.4 


64.0 


14.8 


14.8 


1868, One in 


88.2 


5.0 


30.8 


5.2 


46.3 


10.1 


10.1 


1869, One in 


41.3 


5.8 


52.8 


5.8 


, 88.6 


16.1 


11.3 






19.3 


88.6 


11.8 


90.8 


26.9 


38.6 


1871, One in 


151.0 


81.8 


7.9 


8.4 


83.6 


9.8 ■ 


13.0 




13.3 


5.8 


10.0 


6.8 


73.8 


9.8 


11.8 


1878, One in 




16.0 


25.4 


9.8 


102.5 


27.5 


30.3 




54.0 


15.2 


14.0 


17.2 


73.7 


21.3 


27.8 


1875, One in 


55.0- 


7.4 


15.6 


18.7 


91.8 


11.9 


20.9 




11.5 


7.9 


18.5 


9.9 


134.3 


23.8 


19.3 






17.7 


9.7 


11.9 


838.0 


16.0 


83.2 


1878, One in 


32.1 


7.4 


9.0 


13.7 


184.2 


21.7 


21.1 


1879, One in 


16.6 




«.4 


9.5 


335.1 


8.6 


17.6 


1880, One in 


21.9 


23.5 


13.5 


10.5 


123.3 


17.8 


20.7 


1881, One in 


304.0 


13.0 


11.3 


7.3 


143.0 


65 


14.4 


1882, One in 


37.6 


11.6 


10.9 


10.6 


187 


7.7 


18.8 



The following summary will show the j)roportion of all deaths 
reported with cause uiikiiowD, to whole uumber of deaths, in each of 
the several divisions, during the last twenty years : 

Bri8tol County One death, (?aw/f<? unknown^ in every 48.6 decedente. 

Kent County One death, came vnknown, in every 16.1 decedent*. 

Newport County One death, cauf^ unknown, in every 18.1 decedents. 

Providence County Towns One death, cavff unknown, in every 9.2 decedents. 

Providence City One death, cause unknown. In every 107.4 decadents. 

Washing^ton County One death, caute unknown^ in every 18.8 decedents. 

Whole State One death, caute unknown, in every 18.8 decedenu. 
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The proportion of deaths in the whole State, reported with cause 
unknown during the first half of the above twenty years, that is, from 
1863 to 1872 inclusive, was one in every 14.8, or six and seven-tenths 
in each hundred decedents. 

During the second half of that period, that is, from 1873 to 1882 
inclusive, the proportion of deaths returned, with statement of cause 
unknown, was one in every 22.8, or four and four-tenths of each 
hundred decedents. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Island, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of tlie last five years ; and also the aggregates and 
proportions of the same causes of death, for thirty years and seven 
months, from June Ist, 1852, to December 31st, 1882 : 
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Consumption niimberod a larger number of victims, during 1882, 
than in any previous year. Such increase will continue, from year to 
year, with an occjisional possible exception, so long as a considerable 
annual increase of population continues. 

The proportion to whole number of deaths, from stated causes, is 
slightly larger than that of the previous year, pr previous three years. 
The number is not larger, however, in proportion to the actual poi)u- 
lation, than during either of the three previous years. 

Cholera infantum was more prevalent, in 1882, than during several 
previous years, and the number of decedents was a large increase over 
those years. 

The columns of Table LIL, showing the whole number of deaths 
from each of the thirteen causes during thirty years of registration, 
and the proportion of each cause to whole number of deaths, will be 
of interest to the reader. 

The diseases named in Table LII. will have further consideration on 
subsequent pages. 
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COMMENTS. 

In the following remarks upon several of the principal causes of 
death in Rhode Island, during the year 1882, an alphabetical order 
will be followed, as presented in Table LIII. 

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deaths from accidental causes of all kinds, reported 
in Rhode Island in 1882, was 166. This number is 24 more than in 
1881, and 29 more than in 1880. 

Of these 166 deaths, 17 were from burns and scalds; 40 by drowning; 
31 from falls ; 6 from poisoning ; 16 from railroad accidents ; 8 from 
asphyxia, and 48 from accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accidents, 121 were males, and 45 
were females; 64 were of American, and 102 were of foreign parentage. 

It will be noticed how much larger the proportion of males is than 
that of females; that ife, 73 per cent, of male decedents, to 27 per cent, 
of female decedents. Of parentage, 61 per cent, was of foreign, and 
39 per cent, of American^ 

The number of deaths in each division of the year was as follows : 

FlritQuwter 44 Third Quarter 66 

Second Quarter 42 FoarUi Quarter 86 

First half 76 Second half 90 

Whole Year 166 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
were divided as follows : Under 5 years, 26 ; 5 and under >0, 13 ; 
between 10 and 20, 33 ; between 20 and 40, 38 ; between 40 and 60, 
31 ; over 60, 28 ; and 2, age not stated. 

In regard to sectional divisions of the State, 5 of the deaths from 
accidental causes were in Bristol county ; 7 in Kent county ; 14 in 
Newport county; 9 in Washington county, and 131 in Providence 
county. In Providence county, with about 73 per cent of the whole 
population of the State, there was 80 per cent, of the whole number 
of deaths from accidents, and in Providence city, with more than 38 per 
cent, of the population of the State, there was about 33 per cent, of 
the deaths from the same causes. 

The whole number of deaths from accidental causes, in 1882, in 
proportion to the whole number of deaths from specified causes, in the 
State, was about three and one-half per cent. 

In proportion to population, by the census of 1880, the accidental 
deaths occurred in the different localities as follows : 



1882.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



123 



Bristol County One in every 2,a7V of the popalatlon. 

Kent County One in every 2,941 of the population. 

Newport County One in every 1,727 of the population. 

Providence County Towna One in every 1,722 of the population. 

• Providence City One in every 1,862 of the population. 

Wai^hlngton County One in every 2,499 of the population . 

Whole State One in every 1,866 of the population. 



APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 



The number of deaths reported in Rhode Island, in 1882, as having 
been caused by apoplexy and paralysis, was 265. 

This number is 21 more than in the preceding year, and 50 more 
than in 1880. 

The following Table Avill present some of the natural and local 
relations of these causes of death, during the last eighteen years: 
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Table LIV. 

Showing the whole number and perceiitage of the Deaths in the State, 
from Apoplexy and Paralysis combined; and also the Sex and 
Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 
number of the same in each of the Counties, 
from 1865 to 1882 inclusive. 
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It will be perceived that there was a considerable increase in the 
percentage of deaths from apoplexy and paralysis, in proportion to 
the whole number of deaths in 1882, as compared with the prcTious 
year. This is in accordance with the rule established by more than 
twenty years of registration, that apoplexy as a cause of death is 
becoming more common from year to year. 
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In 1872, the proportion of mortality from the causes above named 
was less than 3 per cent. Since that time the proportion has grad- 
ually increased to 5.22 per. cent, in 1882. 

It will be seen, by reference to the columns of parentage, that the 
increased proportion has been very largely in the class of foreign 
parentage. 

Table LV. 

Showing the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis, in each 
of the last seventeen years. 



apoplexy and paralysis. 



1805. 
1886. 
1807. 
1868. 
1800. 
1870. 
1871. 
18nt. 
1878. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1888.. 
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It has been previously stated that apoplexy, as a cause of death, is 
almost wholly limited to advanced periods of life. Paralysis, from 
lesions, or disturbances of function of the nervous sptem, may occur 
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in the earlier periods of life, and therefore find a place in the above 
Table. There are also some physicians who almost invariably certify 
to a death, primarily from apoplexy, if the death does not occur 
immediately, as a death caused by paralysis. It may therefore be 
assumed that a very large percentage of deaths of persons over fifty 
years of age, reported as caused by paralysis, were in reality caused 
by apoplexy, the paralysis being the result, and finally the mode of 
death. 

It may be of interest to show the proportion of deaths from apoplexy 
and paralysis, in 1882, to the population of the different sections of 
the State in 1880. 



Under the head of "Diseases of the Brain," in Table LIII., there 
are included all those diseases returned as "Cerebral Meningitis," 
"Cerebritis," "Congestion," "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the 
Brain." 

The whole number, 173, is 6 less than in the previous year. 
The proportions of deaths from these causes to whole number of 
deaths from all causes, during each of the last five years, are as follows : 

1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 188S. 

8.80 per cent. 8.73 per cent. 8.49 per ceot. 8.57 per cent 8.60 per cent. 

Of the 173 decedents, 89 were males, and 84 were females. In 
regard to parentage, 89 were of American, and 84 of foreign parentage. 
The deaths in the different seasons of the year were as follows : 

First Quarter 43 Third Quarter 88 

Second Quarter 45 Fourth Quarter 47 

First half 88 Last half 85 



PBOPORTION TO POPULATION. 



Bristol Coonty 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Providence County Towns. 

Providence City 

Washington County 



. One in every 759 persons . 
, One in every 710 persona . 
One in every 1,008 persona. 
.One in every 1,431 persona. 
. One In every 896 persona. 
.One in every 1,499 persons. 
.One in every 1,046 persons. 



Whole state. 



DISEASES OF THE BBAIN. 



Whole number. 



178 
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The largest number of deaths occurred during the cooler months oif 
the year. 

There were 83 decedents, or nearly one-half of the whole number, 
under five years of age. During the first ten years of life, fhe dece- 
dents numbered 98; in no other ten year period were there more 
than 17. 

BEONCHITIS. 

The number of decedents, in 1882, whose deaths were reported as 
having been caused by bronchitis, was 100. This is a considerably 
larger number than was ever before returned in a single year. The 
disease has seemed to have largely increased during the last ten or 
twelve yeans. 

Of the 100 decedents, 39 were males, and 61 were females ; or at the 
rate of 136 females to each 100 males. 

In relation to parentage, 47 were of American, and 63 of foreign 
parentage. 
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Table LVL 

Showing the whole number of decedents in the State from Bronchitis, 
with the percentage of whole number of deaths, the sex, paren- 
tage, and localities of occurrence, during each of the 
eighteen years from 1865 to 1882 inclusive. 
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An inspection of the above Table will show that bronchitis, as a 
reported cause of death, has gradually increased in its proportion to 
whole number of deaths from all causes, during the last eighteen 
years, from about one-quarter of one per cent, in 1865, to more 
than two per cent., in 1882, or more than eight fold. 

It may be said, however, that the real difference is probably not as 
large, as it may reasonably be assumed that the average physician of 
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the later years has had increased skill in differential diagnosis, and 
consequently been able to make a nicer discrimination between acute 
bronchitis an J pneumonia, and that some cases have in the last few 
years been properly returned as bronchitis, which in former years 
would have been returned as pneumonia. These diseases are however 
so nearly related, as to cause and effect, that the distinction is of much 
less importance than in many others which have several symptoms in 
common. 

In the aggregate of eighteen years, there were 114 female decedents 
from bronchitis, to every 100 male decedents. 

There were also about 114 decedents from bronchitis, of foreign 
parentage, to every 100 of American parentage. 

Bronchitis is, like its congener pneumonia, a disease of the very 
young, and of those of advanced years. 

Of the 100 decedents in 1882, one-half were under five years of 
age, and of the remaining 60, or the other half, 34 were over sixty 
years of age. 

CANCER. 

The decedents whose deaths were reported as caused by cancer, used 
as a generic term, and including various kinds and in all localities, 
numbered 132. 

The percentage of whole number of deaths, in 1882, was 2.75; in 
1881 it was 2.90 ; as against 2.96 in 1879, and 2.72 in 1880. 

The varieties of cancer, as reported, may be found in Tables VIII. 
and IX., on pages 16, 17, 21 and 22. They are classed as foljows: 
Cancer in various localities, or cancer (various), 85; cancer of the 
breast, 13 ; of the stomach, 20 ; of the uterus, 14. 

In 1882 the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows : 

Fln»t Quarter 29 Third Qaartcr 38 

Second Qoarter 26 Fourth Quarter 89 

First half 55 Last half 77 

Whole number 132 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Frequently cases of death are reported as having been caused by 
child-birth, without stating whether from hemorrhage, convulsions, 
nervous shock, septicaBmia, local injury, or what. As child-birth was 
the primary cause, the immediate cause is perhaps not necessarily 

16 
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important. Under the head of Child-birth," therefore, are included 
puerperal fever, puerperal convulsions, and whatever causes that can 
only occur as the result of child-birth.. 

The number reported in 1882 was 60 ; 19 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth, without specifying particular cause, 
3 from puerperal convulsions, and 28 from puerperal fever. 

Of the 19 decedents from the immediate effects of child-birth, 6 
were of American, and 13 were of foreign parentage ; of the 3 from 
puerperal convulsions, all were of foreign parentage ; of the 28 from 
puerperal fever, 12 were of American, and 16 of foreign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 18 were of American, and 32 of foreign 
parentage. 

The statistics of child-birth, taking several years together, would 
seem to show that, with the exception of the months of July and 
August, all parts of the year are nearly alike as to any influence 
season may have upon mortality from that cause. 

During the year 1882, the deaths occurred as follows: 

First Quarter 18 Second Quarter 15 

Third Quarter 4 Fourth Quarter IS 

Of the decedents, 3 were under 20 years of age, 29 between 20 and 
30, 17 between 30 and 40, and the remaining one over 40 years of age. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths from cholera infantum, according to the 
returns for 1882, was 325. This number, with one exception, is 
larger than in any previous year. 

During the years 1878 and 1879, there was a greatly lessened 
prevalence of cholera infantum in Rhode Island, and a consequently 
diminished number of deaths from that cause. 

But during the last three years it has been acquiring larger impor- 
tance, in degree of prevalence and as a cause, of mortality. 

Of the 325 decedents, 173 were males, and 152 were females; or 
114 males to every 100 females. 

Of parentage, 133 were of American, and 192 of foreign parentage ; 
or 144 of foreign to every 100 of American parentage. 

In proportion to the population, by the census of 1880, the deaths 
occurred in the different divisions of the State as follows ; 
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Bristol County One in every 569 persons . 

Kent County One in every 1,871 persons. 

Newport Connty One in every 1,272 persons. 

Providence Connty Towns One in every 705 persons. 

Providence City One in every 806 persons . 

Washington Connty One in every 1,780 persons. 

Entire State One in every 851 persons . 



The following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum ; the sex and parentage of the decedents ; and 
the number in each of the larger divisions of the State, in each of 
the last eighteen years : 



Table LVII. 
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There have been 3,971 decedents from cholera infantum, in Rhode 
island, during the last eighteen years, or a yearly average of 220. 

Of these there were 105 male decedents to every 100 female decedents ; 
and 122 decedents of foreign parentage to every 100 of American pa- 
rentage. 

CONSUMPTION. 

The decedents from consumption, in Rhode Island, in 1882, num- 
bered 737. This number is 31 larger than in 1881, and 95 larger than 
in 1880. 

Sex, — Of these 737 decedents, 322 were males, and 415 were females ; 
or 129 female decedents to every 100 male decedents; or 43.68 males 
and 56.32 females in every 100 decedents from consumption. 

The proportion is about the average of previous years. 

Parentage, — The parentage was as follows: American, 272; foreign, 
465 ; or 170 of foreign parentage to every 100 of American ; or 63.09 
of foreign and 36.91 of American parentage in every 100 decedents. 

The disproportion of decedents by parentage, in 1882, is greater 
than in any previous year. 

During the ten years from 1872 to 1881, inclusive, the whole num- 
ber of deaths from consumption, as reported, was 6,333. Of this 
number 2,963 were of American, and 3,370 were of foreign parentage. 

The proportions were, therefore, as follows: 113.7 of foreign paren- 
tage to every 100 of American; or 46.8 of American parentage, and 
53.2 of foreign in every 100 decedents. 

During the five years from 1877 to 1881, inclusive, the whole num- 
ber of deaths from consumption was 3,322. Of that number 1,434 
Avere of American, and 1,888 were of foreign parentage. 

There were, therefore, 132 decedents of foreign parentage to every 
100 of American; or 43.2 American, and 56.8 foreign in every 100 
decedents. / 

Notwithstanding the increase of population of American parentage, 
the number of deaths from consumption in that class, from year to 
year, has not only not increased, but has steadily diminished. 

The following summary will show the number of decedents from 
consumption, in each class of parentage, in each of the last eight 
years, that is, from 1875 to 1882 inclusive: 

Ycare. 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 18». 

AmcricAn Par 818 816 296 296 278 287 277 27S 

Foreign Par 337 839 865 880 850 866 429 465 
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It will be seen not only that the decedents from consumption, of* 
American parentage, have ditninished from 313 in 1875 to 272 in 
1882 (about 13 per cent.), but that the decedents of foreign parentage 
have increased from 337 in 1875 to 465 in 1882 (about 38 per cent.). 

Season, — The largest number of deaths from consumption, in any 
month during 1882, was 76, in August. The same month had the 
largest number of decedents from same cause in 1881, and not unfre- 
quently in previous years, although not the rule. The quarter in 
which occurred the largest mortality from consumption, in 1882, was 
the second. 

The following summary will show the number of decedents in each 
quarterly period : 

First Quarter 188 Third Quarter 178 

Second Quarter 212 Fourth Quarter 169 

First half 400 Last half 

Total 

Ages. — While no age or period of life is exempt from the ravages 
of consumption, the largest mortality occurs, in every year, in the 
middle periods. A reference to Table LIII. will show that in 1882, 
of the deaths from consumption, 265, or about 36 per cent, of the 
whole number, occurred between the ages of 20 and 30 years, and of 
the remaining 472, or 64 per cent., 148, or more than 20 per cent, 
of the whole number, occurred in persons between 30 and 40 years of 
age. It will be seen that about 56 per cent., or more than one-half 
of the mortality from consumption, was confined to the 20 years of 
life between the ages of 20 and 40. 

In order to show more concisely the relation of age to mortality, 
from consumption, the following synopsis is presented : 



Agfi, No. of Deaths. 

Under 10 years of age 80 

Between 10 and 20 years T7 

Between 20 and 80 years 266 

Bet\«'een 80 and 40 years 148 

Between 40 and 50 years 87 

Between 60 and 70 years 97 

Over 70 years 80 

Not stated... 8 

TotiO.. 787 
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* Taking one year with another, the distribution of mortality from 
consumption, in the different sections of the State, is quite une<[nal 
in the percentage to the whole number of deaths in each section. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported known 
causesy with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, 
in each of the last seventeen years, and in the aggregate for a period 
of twenty years, from i860 to 1879 inclusive: 



1882.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



136 



I; 

li 


9 

tH 
CO 


1 


13.45 


4,761 


g 

00 


18.28 


6,017 




14.24 


1 


3,661 


17.95 




























1882. 

1 


tH 


CO 

00 


19.67 


$ 


— — — 
IO 


17.71 


00 
CO 


CO 


12.17 


1.509 


CQ 


14.881 


1881. 


S 


CQ 


12.31 ' 


CO 
00 


55 


11.20 


CD 
CO 




14.74 


1.451 




CO 

id 


1880. 






9.09 

1 


00 




15.85 


Sd 




10.49 


1,437 


00 
tH 


id 


1879. 


fi 


"~CO ' 
tH 


1-1 


& 


<30 


13.72 


CO 




13.64 


1,238 




s 

id 


1878. 


1 187 


CO 

o 


12 80 


1 


r-t 


16.47 




CO 


11.69 


i 


T 


17.5ll 


1877. 


1-1 
o 

©4 


d 


18.43 


i 




16.73 


ss 


00 


13.58 


1,891 




15.961 


1876. 


00 
rH 


3 


12.83 




00 


13.39 




$ 


16.07 


1.110 




o 

Ok 1 

1 


1875. 


CO 
CO 




12.97 






16.35 






14.80 


1.280 


1— t 


CO 


1 


lO 


00 
tH 


11.32 


i 




12.69 






11.77 


1,217 


tH 




1873. 




CD 
tH 


9.24 






17.43 






12.02 


1,389| 


th 


00 






CO 

c5 


o 






13.80 


0) 


































CO 


1871. 


s 

tH 


CO 


10.67 


00 
CI 










10.75 






19.721 


1870. 


CO 
f1 


CD 


17.81 




«o 


19.83 


1— t 

o 


CO 


13.66 


964| 


fl 




1869. 

1 




« 

o 


15.76; 




s 


18,86 




o 


15.44 


CQ 

TH 


s 


I9.74I 


1868. 


Od 
CQ 


rH 
©I 


16.28: 


tH 


00 
00 


22.62 




00 


14.88 


C» 




20.29 






00 


12.50 




CO 




o 
o 




CO 

to 




O 


23.281 


s 


1 


1-1 






cd 

CQ 


CO 




id 




1— t 


i 

fi 






19.13 






20.701 






15.18 




fi 
fi 


19.361 



OD 

1—1 
H 

p 
o 
o 



P 13 

6 I 

^ CO 

i i 
3 

o 



d 
o 

•*3 



P 
O 

o 



1 1 " I 



d 

.2 o> 

f i 

I I 

i g 

o © 



o 
O 

o 



13 



I 

3 

o 



i s 

s § 
g p4 



I i 

^ I 

S 2 S 

i o I ^ 

^ a & 



THIRTIETH RBOISTRATION REPORT. 



[1882. 



h 

>. do 

ii 


28,194 • 


4.649 


16.49 


4,513 


s 


19.08 


67,214 


00 


16.84 
























2,230! 


00 


15.73 


Ol 




-I* 

CO 




00 


15.33 


sst 


2.130 


i 

00 


16.15 


CO 

CM 
CI 


o 

CO 


13.27 


s 


8 


15.12 


QO 


2,063 


CO 


15.60 


n 


CO 
00 


12.22 


CO 

o» 


55 

CO 


S 


g 

00 


ccT 


00 

o 

CQ 


14.53 


o 

CM 
CM 


00 


21.82 


00 
CM 


1^ 

CO 
CO 


o 
j2 


00 

00 

1-H 


1,973 




15.46 


a 




18.88 




g 

CO 


15.98 


s 


1,932 


Cd 


15.22 


o 




17.91 


A. 


8 


15.52 


00 


s 

00 




15.35 


8 

00 


00 
CO 


CM 
CM 

oi 

CM 


O, f7V/0 




16.78 


QO 


1.894 


Ci 

o 


15.68 


CM 




»o 
»o 

CO 
tH 


4. 110 


o ~ 

8 


15.79 


QO 






13.74 


00 




16.73 


i 




12.96 


CO 
l> 
00 


1,725 


8 

CM 


13.33 


CM 


s 


i- 


i 




13.86 


00 


1.581 


CM 
CM 


15.31 






18.49 


0,0 1 1 


s 


15.41 




1.239 


o» 


15.74 


CM 

S3 






2) OOn 


CM 
lO 


17.03 


O 

e*- 

00 


1.249 




19.06 


CO 


CO 


24.04 


^101 

Of lUi 


*o 


CM 

to 

00 




1.240 


o 


16.95 




CO 


17.84 




3 


17.81 




1.086 




19.71 


00 

l> 




21.96 




CM 


19.51 


rH 


1 ^ 


1-H 


8 
S 


l> 

00 




20.86 


2,694 


g 


20.74 


CO 
CO 

00 


1.013 








00 
CM 


13.93 


2.799 


CO 


18.68 



CD 

H 

o 
o 



H 

u 

o 

a 

>■ 
o 

i 0. 



a 

w .2 « 

JTfi 



i 2 



3 



c3 

Q 

3 

o 



o. 

a 
g 

a 

o 



< 



03 

Q 

'3 
*■» 
o 
H 



a 

.2 a> 

i g 

o » 



Q 



a 



3 © 



1882.J 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



137 



To a person interested in the statistics of consumption, the above 
Table will furnish material for a considerable amount of study. 

The varying proportions of death by consumption to whole number 
of deaths from stated causes, in the different divisions of the State, 
from year to year and during the same year, and in the same division 
during different years, are clearly presented. 

It will be seen that, in Bristol county, the proportion (19.7 per 
cent.) was larger in 1882 than in any previous year shown in the 
Table, and probably larger than ever previously recorded. The num- 
ber is nearly 60 per cent, larger than in any single year since 1866, 
and more than double the average of the two years 1879 and 1880. 
It is doubtless a temporary occurrence. 

In Kent county the proportion (17.7 per cent.) is larger than in 
any one of the previous ten years, but smaller than the average of a 
period of twenty years. Kent county has usually shown a large per- 
centage of deaths by consumption. 

Newport county, entire, shows a lessened proportion of decedents 
from consumption (12.3 per cent.), as compared with the previous 
year, and also as compared with the average of a twenty year period. 

In Providence county towns the proportion (14.8 per cent.) is less 
than in several previous years, and also less by 3 per cent, than the 
average of twenty^ three years. 

Providence city shows a proportion of 15.7 per cent, of decedents 
from consumption to whole number of decedents from known causes. 
This proportion is less than that of 1881, and also less than the 
average of twenty-three years. 

Washington county has usually had a large proportion of decedents 
from consumption, compared with the number from other given causes 
of death. The proportion of 1882 (13.5 per cent.) is, however, 5.5 
per cent, less than the average of a period of twenty years. In pro- 
portion to population, the decedents from consumption in Washington 
county are less, with the exception of Newport county, than in any 
other division of the State. 

In the whole State the proportion of 1882 (15.3 per cent.) is about 
one and five-tenths per cent, less than the average of twenty-three 
years. 

CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

It will be understood that the statistics given in Table LVIII. show 
the proportion of decedents from consuynption to the whole number 
of decedents from all other specified causes. 

In regard to the proportion of decedents from consumption, in the 
several divisions of the State, to the whole number of individuals in 

17 
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those several and separate divisions, from year to year, it may be said 
that the varying rate of increase of population in the different divis- 
ions makes an accurate comparison of the death rates, from any canse 
or all causes, to the population in each of the several divisions impos- 
sible, if based on a census taken several years previous. 

A close approximation to accuracy may, however, be obtained, by 
taking petiods of five years and comparing the number of decedents 
during those periods with the population at the commencement of 
each of the periods. 

In the Twenty-Ninth Registration Report the proportion of deaths 
from consumption to ])opulation was treated at considerable length. 
From that Report the following exhibit of three periods of five years 
each, and one of three years, is taken : 



Decedents from Consumption — 

5 years, 5 years, 

1865-1869. 1870-1874. 
Of popalation Of popalation 

one in every one in every 

Bristol County 868 471 

KentConnty 840 482 



Newport County 440 686. 

Providence Co. Towns 870 484 

Providence Ciiy 847 882. 

WashiuKton County 461 42?., 

State 844 886. 



6 years, 8 years, 

1875-1879. 1879-1881. ^ 

Of population Of population 
one in every one in every 

586 569 

585 514 

576 568 

897 460 

842 888 

894 606 

396 418 



During the year 1882, computing the proportions on the basis of 
the census of 1880, the results of which it will be understood are 
somewhat larger than the actual population during the year would 
warrant, the proportions are found as follows : 



1882. 

Bristol County, One deatli froni consumption in every 316 persons. 

Kent County One death from consumption in every 404 persons. 

Newport County One death from consumption in every 586 persons. 

Providence County Towns ^ One death from consumption in every 415 persona. 

Providence City Cue death from consumption in every 399 persons. 

Waj«hinKton County One death from consumption in every 775 persons. 

Slate One death from consumption in every 375 persons. 



As before remarked, the above proportions are larger than the real 
proportions, because of the increase of population since 1880. 



1882.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



139 



The real proportions in -Providence county were probably about as 
follows : 

Providence County Towns One decedent from consumption in every 438 persons . 

Providence City ' One decedent from consumption in every 820 persons. 



CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION TO POPULATION BY PARENTAGE. 

It has been previously shown that, during the last eight years, the 
decedents in Bhode Island from consumption, of American jmrcntage, 
have diminished about 13 per cent., and that, during the same period, 
the decedents from the same cause, of foreign parentage, have increased 
about 38 per cent. These proportions have relation to absolute num- 
bers only. 

The proportions to population may be given as follows : 

Decedents 
from consnmption Of population 
Population, 1880. in 1882. one in every In every 1,000 

American parentage 130,117 272 511 1.90 

Foreign parentage 187,414 4ft5 295 8.88 

In every 10,000 of the population of American parentage there 
were 19 decedents from consumption, in 1882, and in every 10,000 of 
foreign parentage there were 33.8 decedents from consumption, in the 
same year. 

The following exhibit, taken from the Report for 1881, will show 
the proportions of decedents from consumption, in each of the two 
classes of parentage, and in both combined, in several periods, from 
1865 to 1881 inclusive : 

5 years, 6 years, 5 years, 2 years, 

1865-1869. 1870-1874. 1875-1879. 1880-1881. 

NUMBKB OF DEATHS FROM CON8UMPTIOM 

Of popnl.tion. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. in each 10,000. 

Of American Parentage 26.8 24.2 22.3 20.2 

Of Foreign Parentage 88.0 28.1 26.0 28.5 

ToUl PopulaUon 29.1 26.0 26.2 23.9 



CROUP. 



The number of decedents from croup in Rhode Island, in 1882. was 
77. The number in 1881 was 101, showing a decrease of 24. The 
number in IS^l was unusually lai'ge. 
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Sex. — Of the 77 decedents from croup, in 1882, there were 41 males 
and 36 females, a proportion of 114 males to each 100 females. 

Parentage. — There were 32 decedents of American parentage, and 
45 of foreign parentage. The proportions were in the ratio of 140 of 
foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 

Age. — There were 14 of the decedents under one year of age, 19 of 
one year and under two, 33 of two years and under five, and 11 
between five and ten. 

Of the 77 deaths from croup, 65 occurred in Providence county. 

DITHTHERIA. 

The decedents from diphtheria, during 1882, numbered 101 ; less 
than one-half the number in 1881, and largely less than during any 
previous year since 1875. A reference to Table LIX will show a 
remarkable increase during the years 1877 and 1878. 

It is one of the fluctuating diseases, depending on the degree of 
mortality, upon the extent and virulence of occurrence in epidemic 
form. 

Sex. — Of the 101 decedents from diphtheria, 48 were males, and 53 
were females. It has been the rule that a larger number of decedents 
from diphtheria has been of the female sex, and a rule also that the 
decedents from croup have been more largely of the male sex. 

Parentage. — Comprising the decedents from diphtheria, 55 were of 
American parentage, and 46 of foreign parentage, a proportion in the 
ratio of 120 of American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

The larger proportion of decedents of American parentage is also 
the rule of previous years. 

Among the decedents were 4 persons of adult age. 

. CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

There are several pathological conditions which appertain to croup 
and diphtheria in common. Comparisons have therefore been made 
of the various relations of these diseases, in previous reports, and are 
continued in this by the following Table, which exhibits the number 
of deaths and the sex of the decedents in Rhode Island, from cronp 
and from diphtheria, in each of the seven years from 1858 to 1864 
inclusive, and also the number, the sex and the parentage of the 
decedents from crou]) and from diphtheria, in each of the last eigh- 
teen years, from 1865 to 1882 inclusive: 



1882.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 

Table LIX. 



CROUP. 



DIPHTHERIA. 



TEARS. 



1868 

1859 

18fiO 

1861.... 

1808 

1863 .. .. 

1864 

1366 

1866 

1867... . 

1868 

1869 

18TO.. .. 

1871 

187« 

1878 

1874 

1875.. .. 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 .... 

1880 

1881 

1881... 
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143 


116 
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79 


76 


77 


216 


106 


110 


118 


98 


101 


48 


63 


56 


48 


2,948 


1,402 


1,646 


1,213 


1,106 



It will be noticed that the parentage of the decedents from croup 
and diphtheria is not given in the above Table, during the first seven 
years. This is owing to the omission of reporting the parentage of 
the decedents previous to the year 1865. 
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During the twenty-five years, the Whole number of deaths from 
croup was 1,835, and the number from diphtheria was 2,948. 

For every 100 deaths from croup there were 160 deaths from diph- 
theria. 

CROUP. SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

The proportions of the sexes of the decedents from croup, in the 
aggregate of twenty-five years, were as follows : To every 100 female 
decedents there were 104.3 male decedents; or 51.1 males and 48.9 
females in every 100 decedents. 

During the eighteen years from 1865 to 1882, inclusive, the dece- 
dents from croup of American parentage numbered 548, and of foreign 
parentage 770. To every 100 decedents of American parentage there 
were 140.5 of foreign parentage ; or 40.9 of American and 59.1 foreign 
in every 100 decedents. 

DIPHTHERIA. SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

Of the 2,948 decedents from diphtheria in the aggregate of twenty- 
five years, there were 1,402 males and 1,546 females; a proportion of 
110.3 females to every 100 males; or 52.4 females and 47.6 males in 
every 100 decedents. 

Of the parentage of the decedents from diphtheria, during the last 
eighteen years, 1,213 were of American, and 1,106 of foreign jmren- 
tage. There were 109.7 of American to every 100 of foreign; or 
52.3 of American and 47.7 of foreign parentage in every 100 decedents. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and 
diphtheria, may be seen in the following Table, where these diseases 
may also be compared with scarlatina, to which they bear resemblance 
in some respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths 
in each month during the periods named, and the average monthly 
and quarterly percentages of deaths, from each disease : 
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Table LX. 



MONTHS. 



Janaary.. 
Febraary. 
March.... 



First Quarter, 

April 

May 

Jane 



Second Quarter 

Jaly 

Augnft 

September 



Third Quarter. . 

October 

Norember 

December 

Fourth Qnarter. 
ToUU. 



The above Table presents the results of the registration of mortality 
from croup and from scarlatina, in relation to seasons, for a period of 
thirty years, and from diphtheria for a period of twenty-five years. 
It will be admitted that it affords very reliable data for conclusions, 
not only in regard to the influence of season upon the mortality from 
those diseases, but also, by analogy, in regard to the influence of 
season in the furnisliing of the conditions most promotive of the 
largest prevalence of those diseases. 

The results of registration show that each of them prevails most 
largely during the coldest m'onths of the year, and least during the 
warmest months. 



CROUP. 
185&-1882. 



Number 
of Deathff. 

266 
186 



683 

154 
lOS 
100 



Per cent. 

1 

12.36 
10.74 
8.60 



85G 



55* 

142 



265 

227 
318 
806 

848 
2,151 



DIPHTHERIA. 
1858-1882. 



i Number 
of Deaths., 



31.70 

7.16 
4.74 
4.70 



I 



16.60 

8.14 
2.56 
6.60 

12.30 

10.55 
14.55 
14.30 

39.40 
100.00 



284 



225 



185 
189 
184 

558 
160 

Ids 

281 



304 

850 

1.186 
3,040 



Per cent. 
• 

9.34 
6.84 
7.40 

23.58 

6.08 
6.21 
6.06 

18.85 

5.01 
5.90 
9.13 

20.04 

12.56 
12.96 
12.51 

38.03 
100.00 



! SCARLATINA. 
1853-1882. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



505 
547 
489 

1,631 

406 
453 



1,254 



223 



303 
403 
536 

1,242 
4,872 



Per cent. 

12.21 
11.22 
10.08 

83.46 

8.37 
939 
8.06 

25.72 

5.93 
4.T8 
4,57 



15.28 

6.21 
8.33 
11.00 

25.54 
100.00 
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The minimum mortality from croup is reached in August; the 
maximum during the month of November. 

The minimum mortality from diphtheria occurs in July, and the 
maximum in November. 

The minimum mortality from scarlatina is readied in the month 
of September, although nearly as small in August, and the maximum 
in January. . 

It seems anomalous that diphtheria and scarlatina, which occupy 
the most prominent positions in the list of so-called filth diseases, 
should prevail most largely in the seasons when the decomposition of 
out-door filth is arrested and held by frost. 

DIARRHOSA AND DYSENTERY. 

The number of decedents whose deaths were reported as having 
been caused by diarrhoea and dysentery, in Rhode Island, in 1882, 
was 158. With the acute cases of these diseases there were also 
several of each reported as of the chronic form. 

Sex, — Of the 158 decedents from diarrhaea and dysentery there 
were 75 males and 83 females, a proportion of about 111 females to 
every 100 males. 

Parentage, — There were, of the 158 decedents, 69 of American 
parentage and 89 of foreign parentage; or 129 of foreign parentage 
to every 100 of American. 

Age, — There were 94 decedents under 5 years of age, and 4 only 
between 5 years and 20 years of age. The remainder of the 158 were 
distributed quite evenly through the remaining periods of life. 

FEVERS. TYPHOID, &0. 

There were 229 decedents reported in Rhode Island, in 1882, whose 
deaths were returned as having been caused by some form of "Fever," 
not including puerperal. The number is larger by 86 than that of the 
previous year, and the largest during the whole period of registration in 
the State, with the exception of 1865, during which year the dededents 
from fever were of exactly the same number as in 1882. 

There are included under the above title the following as reported 
fevers: bilious, 1; malarial, 8; typhoid, 213; fever, 7. 

The following Table exhibits, for each of the last eighteen years, 
the whole number of deaths in the State ; the number and the percent- 
age, and the sex and parentage of the decedents from fevers, and the 
number in each division of the State: 
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Table LXI. 



TEARS. 



1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875... . 
1876 

isn 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1801 

1862 

Totil, 18 
years... 



8,405 
2,970 
2,889 
2,912 

8,288 
8,344 
4,247 
4,408 
4.229 
4,817 
4,116 
4,450 
4.441 
4,472 
4,829 
5,016 
5,074 



71,784 



TYPHOID FEVER. 
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The percentage of deaths from fever, in 1882, in proportion to total 
mortality, was larger than in any year since 1865. 

Sex, — Of the 229 decedents, 111 were males and 118 were females; 
or a proportion of 106.3 females to every 100 males. 

During the period of eighteen years, 1865 to 1882 inclusive, the 
proportions of the sexes of the decedents from Fever," in Rhode 
Island, were 108.2 females to every 100 males, or about 52 females 
and 48 males in every 100 decedents. 

Parentage, — There wore 100 decedents from fever, of American 
parentage, in 1882, and 139 of foreign parentage, a proportion of 56 
of foreign and 44 of American in every 100 decedents. 



18 



* Percentage of total mortality. 
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The proportious are not in accordance with the aggregates of the 
whole period of eighteen years, which are 132 of American parentage 
to every 100 of foreign. 

But a very considerable change has occurred during the last nine 
years, in regard to the parentage of decedents from "Fevers." 

During the first half of the period of eighteen years, the average 
proportions were 158 of American parentage to every 100 of foreign ; 
and during the last half of the eighteen year period the average pro- 
portions have only been 110 of American parentage to every 100 of 
foreign. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, 
in each division o^/ages, in each of the last eighteen years, in the 
State of Rhode Island : 

Table LXII. 
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Of the 2,630 decedents from Fever," 1,003 were under 20 years 
of age, and 983 were between 20 and 40 years of age. 

It will be seen, therefore, that 38 per cent, of the whole number of 
decedents was of persons under 20 years of age, and 37 per cent, of 
persons between 20 and 40 years of age. 

Typhoid fever, as a cause of death, had gradually decreased iu 
importance, since 1865, until, during the year 1882, it attained a 
larger prevalence and large fatality, which was however mostly con- 
fined to that section of the State comprising Providence city and 
adjoining towns. And this fact is significant in relation to the mooted 
question of the antagonism between the existence of malarial and 
typhoid fever. It is known that malarial diseases prevailed to a larger 
extent in Providence city, during the summer and fall of 1882, than 
in any previous year ; that is, a larger prevalence throughout the city 
limits, with the exception of a part of ward nine. The same condi- 
tions existed in the adjoining towns. The largely increased prevalence, 
therefore, of typhoid fever in those localities, simultaneously with 
the increased prevalence of malaria, would not seem corroborative of 
the theory, or conjecture, that the existence of malaria was preventive 
of the occurrence of typhoid fever, or that they were substitutive the 
one for the other. The question of mutual convertibility subsequent 
to prodromic and pathognomonic symptoms of either, is hardly ten- 
able. Malarial diseases, however, frequently take on typhoid charac- 
teristics, and genuine typhoid fevers are frequently modified by malarial 
influence. 

DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

The number of decedents from diseases of the heart, as reported in 
1882, was 255. The number is nine less than that of 1881. 

Sex. — There were 116 male decedents, and 139 female decedents; a 
proportion of 120 females to every 100 males. This is contrary to the 
rule of eighteen years. 

Parentage. — Of the 255 decedents from diseases of the heart, in 
1882, there were 162 of American parentage, and 93 of foreign, a 
proportion of 174 of American parentage to every 100 of foreign. 
This is in accordance with the invariable rule of the whole period of 
registration. 

Season. — The influence of season was not very marked, in regard 
to mortality from diseases of the heart, in 1882. This may also be 
observed of previous years, the third quarter showing a slightly 
smaller number than any other quarterly period. 
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The following Table exhibits, for each of the last eighteeo years, 
1865 to 1882 inclusive, the whole number of deaths in the state ; the 
number and percentage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents 
from diseases of the heart, and the number of the same in each division 
of the State : 

Table LXIII. 
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DISEASES OF THE HEART. 
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Sex, — Of the 3,076 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in 
the last eighteen years, 1,598 were males, and 1,478 were females; or 
108.1 males to each 100 females. 

Parentage. — The proportions in relation to parentage of the dece- 
dents from diseases of the heart, during the eighteen years, are quite 
remarkable. 



♦ Percentaj^e of total mortality. 
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Of the 3,076 decedents, during that period, 1,983 were of American 
parentage, and 1,093 of foreign. 

The proportions would therefore stand as follows : 

To every 100 of foreign parentage there were about 181 of American; 
or 64.3 American, and 35.7 of foreign parentage in each 100 deaths. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from diseases 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last eighteen 
years : 

Table LXIV. 



YEARS. 



1886 

ISM 

1887 

1868 

1860 

1870 .f. 

1871 

187t 

1878 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1888 

Total 







1 


S 


. 

s 


d 

r- 


s 




S 


o 


o 


2 


5 


2 






i 


i 


S 


S 




14 


4 


6 


7 


22 


17 


19 


18 


8 


14 


17 


10 


28 


21 




11 


10 


18 


22 


16 


27 


15 


5 


18 


11 


14 


28 


85 


81 


4 


14 


18 


20 


28 


81 


19 


6 


11 


18 


20 


91 


28 


9 


12 


10 


19 


98 


86 


28 


27 


12 


22 


19 


81 


36 


29 


19 


11 


28 


18 


25 


85 


42 


90 


16 


26 


31 


27 


50 


40 


14 


16 


26 


20 


82 


29 


41 


14 


10 


15 


19 


80 


88 


39 


15 


11 


20 


18 


87 


45 


38 


16 


8 


18 


16 


86 


36 


35 


19 


9 


18 


25 


88 


61 


36 


15 


10 


18 


38 


38 


49 


49 


82 


18 


36 


88 


87 


49 


58 


22 


17 


24 


35 


86 


51 


61 


820 


188 


318 


885 


463 


632 


688 



9 
4 

4 

5 

7 

3 

6 
13 

9 
12 

9 
10 
13 
11 
16 I 
28 
81 
17 

197 



The results of eighteen years of registration, with record of ages of 
decedents from diseases of the heart, show in periods of twenty years 
of life, the following percentages : 
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Under 20 years of age. 



10.4 per cent. 



Between 30 and 40. 



16.1 per cent. 



Between 40 and 60. 



26.1 per cent. 
41.8 per cent. 



Between 60 and 80, 



Over 80. 



6.1 per cent. 



100.0 per cent 



It will be seen that nearly one-half of all the deaths from diseases 
of the heart, were of persons over sixty years of age. 

Diseases of the heart have acquired large importance as a cause of 
death. Fron; 2.88 per cent, of specified causes of death, in 1865, 
heart diseases have gradually increased to 5.31 per cent., in 1882. 



Next to consumption, the most fatal disease, or most prolific cause 
of death in Rhode Island, is pneumonia. 

The number of deaths from pneumonia, in 1882, was 344. The 
proportion to total mortality from named causes was 7.16 per cent. 

This number and percentage has been exceeded in several previous 
years. The proportion to whole number of specified causes of death, 
in 1881, was 6.5 per cent. In 1875 the proportion was 9.3 per cent. 

Sex, — Of the 344 decedents from pneumonia and congestion of the 
lungs, in 1882, 178 were males, and 168 were females. The propor- 
tions were 107.2 males to each 100 females. 

Parentage. — By parentage there were 163 of American, and 181 of 
foreign parentage. 

The proportions were 90 of American to each 100 of foreign paren- 
tage, reversing the rule of previous years. 

Season, — Season has a very decided influence in promoting the 
prevalence and fatality of pneumonia. Ordinarily, more than one- 
half of the mortality from pneumonia occurs during the first four 
months of the year. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last eighteen years, the 
whole number of deaths reported in Rhode Island ; the number and 
the percentage, with the sex and the parentage of the decedents from 
pneumonia, and the number in each year, in each division of the State : 



PNEUMONIA. 
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YEARS. ' 



PNEUMONIA. 



186S. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1K70. 
1871. 

im. 

1878. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 



3.4CI5 



Totals, 18 
years. 



1T5 

lea 
m 
m 
m 



tlB 

m 

4,408 
4,229 
4,317 
4,116 
4,4&0 
4,441 
4,472 
4,899 
5,016 
5,074 



284 
250 
400 
880 
226 
817 
811 
864 
387 
844 



71,734| 4,662 



5,1 
6.5 
5.9 
6.6 
56 
5.6 
6.5 
5.4 
5.3 
5.9 
9.3 
8.2 
5.1 
7.1 
7.4 
7.9 
6.5 
7.2 



iPABENTAGB. 



DIVISIONS or THB STATE. 



♦6.5 



m 

68 
69 
1Q4 

m 
m 

119 
117 
llf 

m 

m 

m 

148 

m 
m 

in 
m 



1 ! 



ii < 



95 
99 
104 

ae 

86 
SO 
114 
110 
107 
183 

m 

m 
m 

174 

m 

tm 
m 



110 
127 I 
103 
120 
110 
96 

m 
m 
m 
m 
m 
m 

lea 

JT7 



o 



71 
80 
86 
89 
104 
91 
107 
157 
177 
99 
141 
148 
187 



m I 137 

I 

m 181 



Wm 2,055! 



Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
C<5hnty 


Providence 
County 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Wa»hington 
County. 


8 


11 


21 


49 


74 


12 


18 


17 


13 


59 


81 


10 


8 


12 


12 


56 


68 


16 


9 


5 


16 


54 


93 


15 


7 


10 


10 


68 


88 


12 


6 


12 


15 


55 


78 


16 


12 


21 


11 


68 


85 


21 


11 


1 




74 


120 


14 


11 


9 


10 


65 


123 


16 


6 


18 


7 


73 


136 


15 


14 


27 


25 


105 


196 


81 


13 


23 


16 


97 


163 


27 


10 


7 


14 


81 


98 


16 


10 


11 


18 


110 


140 


28 


7 


15 


15 


108 


156 


15 


26 


16 


18 


92 


192 


20 


10 


23 


17 


81 


174 


22 


10 


22 




91 


176 


21 


191 


255 


271 


1,376 


2,242 


327 



Sex. — An inspection of the above Table will show that the excess 
of female decedents from pneumonia, in the aggregate of a period of 
eighteen years, is very small, scarcely more than an average of two 
and one-half in each year. 

Parentage. — With regard to parentage, there is a striking difference 
in the proportions of the aggregates of eighteen years. 

Of the 4,662 decedents from pneumonia, during that period, 2,607 
were of American, and 2,055 of foreign parentage. 

The proportions were, therefore, 126.8 decedents of American 
parentage to every 100 of foreign. 



* Percentage of total mortality. 
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Table LXVI. 

Exhibiting the number of decedents from pneumonia, in each of the 
several periods of life, during each of the last eighteen 
years, from 1865 to 1882 inclusive. 
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Of the 4,662 decedents from pneumonia, during the period of eigh- 
teen years, 1,532, or just about one-third, were under five years of age. 
During the period of life of over fifty years of age, the number of 
decedents was 1,644, or considerably more than one-third of the whole 
number. 

The following summary will present the percentages in round num- 
bers : 

Under five years of age 

Five years and under twenty 
Twenty years and under fifty 
FiJ ty years and over 



88 per cent. 
Oper cent 
SS per cent 
88 per oent. 
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SCARLATINA. 

The number of decedents from scarlatina, during 1882, was 45, 
which is smaller, with a single exception, than in any one of the last 
twenty-eight years. 

Sex. — Of the 45, there were 24 males and 21 females. During a 
period of twenty-eight years, as shown in the Table below, of the 
4,250 decedents from scarlatina, 2,058 were males, and 2,192 were 
females, a proportion of 106.5 females to every 100 males. 

Parentage. — Of the 45 decedents, in 1882, there were 9 of American 
parentage, and 34 of foreign, a difference which resulted from acci- 
dental circumstances, and could not occur in an extended epidemic. 

During a period of eighteen years, covering the whole time of 
reporting the parentage of decedents, that is, from 1865 to 1882 in- 
clusive, there were 2,994 deaths from scarlatina, of which 1,387 were 
of American parentage, and 1,607 of foreign, a proportion of 116 of 
foreign parentage to every 100 of American. 

Season. — By reference to Table LX. it will be seen that season exerts 
a very decided influence upon the mortality from scarlatina. During 
a period of thirty years the aggregated monthly mortalities show that 
the largest number of deaths occurred in December*, the next largest 
in January, and so gradually diminishing with almost exact regularity 
from month to month, until the minimum was reached in September, 
then gradually increasing from month to month, until the maximum 
was reached again in January. 

The mortality from scarlatina, in the different months of the year, 
is in a considerable measure indicative of the months in which occurs 
the largest and smallest prevalence of the disease, inasmuch as a large 
or small prevalence would be a necessary corollary of a large or small 
mortality. 

The following Table will present the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-eight years, from 1855 to 1882 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State during that period, the number and 
percentage and sex of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number 
from scarlatina in each division of the State. It also shows, from 
1865 to 1882 inclusive, the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina : 
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Table LXVII. 



YEARS. 



a 



1.846 
2,042 
2,325 
2,616 
2,870 
2,686 
2,927 
2,591 
8,207 
3.360 
a.405 
2,970 
2.889 
2,912 



SCARLATINA. 



Totals, 28 
years. 



8,288 
8,844 
4,247 
4.403 
4,229 
4,317 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 
4,829 
5,016 
6,074 

97,604 



71 
206 
147 
284 
71 
64 
67 
47 
91 
266 
S55 
28 
14 
98 
286 
75 
66 
53 
287 
46} 
185 
80 
62 
86 
311 
468 
188 
45 

4,250 



8.8' 
10.2 
6.8 
8.9 
8.1 
24 
1.9 
1.8 
2.8 
8.0 
7.6 
0.9 
0.5 
3.2 
8.4 

2.8 1 1 

1.9 I . 
1.2 I' 
6.5 

10.9 

4.3 

1.9 

1.4 

1.9 

7.4 
10.0 

3.0 

0.9 

4.6 



s 

7i 

41 

109 
09 

118 
34 
31 
24 
25 
40 

120 

130 
15 
6 
47 

126 
37 
41 
22 

124 

231 
85 j 
34 
26 
41 

164 

215 
79 
24 

2,058 



PARBNTAOB.I 



I 6 

8 £ 

o o 

< fu 



30 
99 
78 
116 

37 I 

33 ; 

33 , 1 
•22 

51 
146 
125 

13 
8 

46 
160 

88 

25 ; 

81 { 

I 

163 I 
231 I 
100 

46 

36 

45 
147 
253 

59 I 

21 



DIVISIONS or THI STATS. 



8 



■ 


134 


121 


12 


16 


10 


4 


32 




128 




28 




31 


85 


22 


31 


163 


124 


176 


286 


121 


64 


42 


38 


29 

35 


33 
51 


130 


181 


216 


252 


62 


76 


,6 




1,387 


1,607 



5 
5 
4 
2 
8 
1 
1 

33 
5 
1 
2 

17 
1 
1 



4 

27 
8 
it 

14 
8 
3 

22 

11 



201 



•• 






V 


o 


Kent 
County. 




1 


1 Providem 
Coanty 
» 1 Towns. 


' Providen< 
1 City. 




1 

20 


8 


67 


144 




47 


47 


32 


1 


11 


76 


61 


72 


10 


2 


4 


14 


46 


1 


3 


7 


17 


17 


16 


2 


7 


9 


28 


9 


4 


3 


19 


14 


4 




23 


24 


88 


10 


19 


19 


80 


141 


6 


17 


3 


86 


106 


8 




8 


12 


8 






1 


2 


10 




3 


3 


34 


50 


1 


23 


12 


72 


1?M 


84 


6 


3 


22 


35 


8 


3 


1 


87 


21 


13 


1 


4 


27 


19 


2 


2 


42 


80 


132 


27 


17 


1 


188 


268 


16 


30 


3 


35 


94 


15 


2 


7 


21 


35 


12 


4 


3 


21 


12 


8 


5 


8 


14 


67 


4 


6 


4 


87 


255 


6 


30 


11 


143 


248 


10 


25 


12 


41 


45 


4 


3 


16 


7 


18 


1 


289 


826 


1,148 


9,111 


225 
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COM PAH ATI VE RESULTS. 

The following Table presents the percentage of total mortality from 
specified causes of death, resulting from several prominent causes, as 
reported in 1882 in the whole State, and in the several divisions of 
the State : 

Table LXVII.I 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 


Bristol 
Coanty. 


Kent 
County. 


' Newport 

Connty i 
Towns. 


Newport 
City. 


V 

p ^tt 
^ a S 


ProTidence 
City. 


o . 

•S a 

i« 


Whole State, 


Accidentfl (all kinds) 


2.75 


2.44 


8.45 


8.82 


8.56 


8.46 


4.17 


8.44 




8.80 


10.07 


9.48 


4.96 


4.81 


6.24 


6.97 


5.52 




' S19 


8.48 


2.58 


1.53 


4.71 


8.86 


2.79 


8.60 




1.04 


.69 


.86 


1.91 


1.66 


2.69 


1.86 


208 




2.78 


5.21 


8.45 


1.91 


2.85 


2.60 


8.72 


2.75 




10.08 


3.82 


4.81 


5.34 


8.74 


5.88 


6.05 


6.77 




19.67 


17.71 


12.07 


12 22 


14.88 


15.73 


13.49 


15.88 




1.09 


1.89 


2.59 


8.05 


2.58 


2.87 


.98 


2.29 




.65 


.69 


.86 


1.91 


2.19 


1.43 


1.40 


1.60 




0.B6 


2.43 




267 


4.58 


1.25 


2.79 


2 69 




.66 




.85 




1.68 


2.85 


1.84 




1.87 




,.04 


.86 


1.15 


1.92 


2.15 


7.91 


2.10 






















.55 


1.04 


14.65 


2.68 


.98 


1.08 


1.40 


1.42 




8.28 


8.82 


1.72 


1.15 


8.51 


6.27 


2.79 


4.60 




4.37 


5.55 


4.81 


6.87 


8.64 


6.87 


5.12 


5.81 






1.89 






1.72 


1.79 


.46 


1.48 






















.56 


.85 




.76 


.99 


1.25 


.98 


1.02 


















1.09 


1.74 


5.17 


1.58 


.99 


2.33 


.98 


1.79 




1.09 


1.74 


1.72 


2.67 


1.06 


1.06 


.98 


1.21 




2.19 


.60 


.86 


1.15 


1.59 


1.93 


.46 


1.62 




10.98 


8.68 


12.07 


9.92 


7.03 


3.54 


6.05 


5.89 




6.47 


7.68 


5.17 


6.97 


6.03 


7.89 


9.77 


7.16 










6.11 


.46 


.81 


.46 


.94 



















An examination of the preceding Table will show the varying pro- 
portions of mortality from different causes of death, in the several 
divisions of the State, during 1882. 

These proportions, it will be understood, are in relation to whole 
number of deaths from stated causes, and not in proportion to popu- 
lation. 
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In Bristol county, ten of the several leading causes of death rank 
in the order of largest number, as follows: 1, consumption; 2, old 
age ; 3, cholera infantum ; 4, apoplexy ; 5, debility, a rather indefinite 
term ; 6, pneumonia ; 7, diseases of the heart ; 8, fevers ; 9, accidents ; 
10, cancer. 

In Kent county : 1, consumption ; 2, apoplexy; 3, old age ; 4, pneu- 
monia ; 5, diseases of the heart ; 6, cancer ; 7, and 8, cholera infantum 
and fevers, equal ; 9, diseases of the brain ; 10, accidents. 

In Newport county towns : 1, dysentery ; 2, and 3, consumption and 
old age, equal ; 4, apoplexy ; 5, and 6, pneumonia and diseases of the 
kidneys, equal ; 7, and 8, cholera infantum and diseases of the heart, 
equal ; 9, and 10, accidents and cancer, equal. 

In Newport city: 1, consumption; 2, old age; 3, pneumonia; 
4, diseases of the heart; 5, scarlatina; 6, cholera infantum; 7, apo- 
plexy; 8, accidents; 9, convulsions; 10, dysentery. 

In Providence county towns : 1, consumption ; 2, cholera infantum ; 
3, old age ; 4, pneumonia ; 5, diseases of the brain ; 6, debility ; 7, 
apoplexy; 8, diseases of the heart; 9, accidents; 10, fevers. 

In Providence city: 1, consumption; 2, pneumonia; 3, diseases of 
the heart ; 4, fevers ; 5, cholera infantum ; 6, apoplexy ; 7, old age ; 
8, accidents ; 9, diseases of the brain ; 10, bronchitis. 

In Washington county: 1, consumption; 2, pneumonia; 3, diph- 
theria ; 4, apoplexy ; 5, and 6, old age and cholera infantum, equal ; 7, 
diseases of the heart; 8, accidents; 9, cancer; IQ, diseases of the 
brain. 

In the whole State, the order of cause of largest number of deaths 
is given in Table LII. 

It may be of interest to ascertain the varying proportions of deaths 
from a number of the leading causes in the whole State, during a 
period of several yeftrs, which are presented on the following page. 



1882.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



157 



The following Table shows the percentages of several prominent 
causes of death, in the aggregate of total mortality from specified 
causes in Rhode Island, during a period of eight years, from 1875 to 
1882 inclusive : 

Table LXIX. 



TSAR8. 



causes of death. 


188S. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


Accident8(an kinds) 


8.44 


8.04 


3.61 


2.43 


2.89 


3.10 


2.94 


8.24 




5.52 


5,88 


4.67 


6.21 


4.45 


4.25 




4.08 


Brain, Diteases of 


8.60 


8.84 


8.44 


3.78 


8.88 


3.68 


3.76 


1.96 




2.06 


1.80 


1.98 


1.47 


1.89 


1.62 


1.46 


1.89 




2.76 


8.11 


2.72 


2.96 


2.88 


8.17 


2.72 


2.31 




6.77 


5.15 


5.48 


3.81 


3.97 


6.06 


6.41 


7.74 




16.38 


15.12 


14.02 


16.09 


15.98 


15.62 


16.78 


16.79 


ConTolaions and Fits 


2.89 


2.18 


2.88 


2.47 


2.66 


1.95 


2.28 


2.48 




1.60 


2.16 


1.45 


8.28 


2.20 


2.23 


8.61 


2.83 


Debility 


8.69 


2.61 


3.09 


2.86 


1.91 


8.65 


8.80 


4*01 




1.87 


1.65 


1.62 


1.26 


1.26 


2.11 


.87 


1.70 




2.10 


4.68 


3.40 


6.14 


10.28 


11.56 


4.07 


.80 




1.43 


.90 


.61 


1.04 


.96 


1.28 


1.28 


.88 




4.60 


8.06 


3.87 


2.70 


8.94 


8.66 


8.69 


4.14 




5.81 


6.68 


5.08 


4.78 


8.92 


4.28 


4.26 


4.52 




1.48 


1.46 


.44 


1.02 


1.28 


.76 


\SA 


.76 




1.02 


1.80 


1.01 


1.36 


1.65 


1.29 


1.74 


1.24 




1.79 


1.69 


2.02 


1.88 


1.89 


1.57 


1.88 


1.68 




1.21 


.92 


1.80 


1.17 


1.06 


1.06 


1.18 


1.04 




1.68 


1.11 


1.27 


1.16 


].30 


.99 


1.18 


. 1.46 


Old Age 


6.89 


6.29 


6.96 


5.22 


5.25 


5.00 


6.18 


5.25 




7.16 


7.01 


7.90 


7.87 


7.49 


5.31 


8.69 


9.78 




.94 


2.96 


9.99 


7.87 


2.08 


1.46 


2.06 


4.60 
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APPENDIX. 



NOMENCLATURE OF DISEASES. . 

The nosological elassification employed in the preparation of these 
^ Re]>ort8, has heretofore been substantially that adopted by Thomas 
H. Webb, M. D., in the preparation of the first of the series, for the 
year ending May 31, 1853. 

In order that the classification in the Rhode Island Reports may 
conform more nearly to the nosology emi)loyed in European countries, 
and largely in the United States and Dominion of Canada, the classi- 
fication hereunto appended, will hereafter be emj)loyed in the prepara- 
tion of these Reports. 

As the Rhode Island Reports upon the Vital Statistics of the State 
are published largely for popular distribution among the citizens of 
the State, and fall under the eye of many non-professional readers, it 
is presumed that it may be of some advantage to such readers that a 
general plan of the classes and orders now adopted should be presented, 
with such definitions or explanations of the terms used, as may assist 
in understanding the character and peculiarities of the diseases or 
causes of death which they represent. Such explanations are there- 
fore attempted in the scheme presented on the following page : 



162 



APPENDIX. 



NOMENCLATURE OP DISEASES. 



CLASSES. 
I.— ZYMOTIC. 



TECHNICAL TERMS. 

Zymotici. 



SIGNIFICATION. 

Fermenting, chemical or or- 
ganic decomposition o r 
change in the fluids and 
solids. 



II. -CONSTITUTIONAL. Cachectici. 



Bad conditions. Generally 
abnormal or unsound state 
of the body. 



IIL— LOCAL. 



Monorsranici. Affections or derangements of 
single organs or functions. 



IV.— DEVELOPMENTAL. MetamorphicL Changed forms or shapes. 

Derangements and diseases 



V. -VIOLENT. 



Thanatici. 



of growth and nutrition. 
Deaths by injury or force. 



CLASS I. 



ORDERS. TERMS. 

1. — Miasmatic Diseases. MiasmaiicL 

2. — Enthetic Diseases. Enthetici. 

3. — Dietic Diseases. DieiicL 

4. — Parasitic Diseases. Parasitici, 



CAUSATION. 

» 

From Infection; polln- 
tion. 

From Inserted or im- 
planted infection. 

From modeti of livins^. 
habitf, diet, &c. 

From Parasites 



ORDERS. 

1. — Diathetic Diseases. 

2. — Tubercular Diseases. 



CLASS II. 

TERMS. 

Diathetici. 
Phtliisici, 



BIONIFICATION. 

UnBoand or morbid 

condition. 
Wasting; emaciation. 



ORDERS. 
Diseases of 

1. — Nervous System. 

2. — Organs of Circulation. 

3. — Organs of Respiration. 
4- — Organs of Digestion. 
6. — Organs of Urination. 

6. — Organs of Generation. 

7. — Oi'gans of Locomotion. 

8. — Integumentary System. 



CLASS in. 

TERMS. 

CephalicL 
Cardiaci. 
PfieumonicL 
Enter icL 
NephriticL 
AidoicL 
MyosticL 
Chrolicu 



SIGNIFICATION. 
Of the Head. 
Of the Heart. 
Of the Longs. 
Of the Intestines. 
Of the Kidneys, 
or the Pudenda. 

Of the Mascles »nd 

Bone^ 
Of tbeWn, 
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OBDERS. 
Developmental Diseases. 

1. — Of Children. 

2. _0f Women. 

3. — Of Old Persons. 

4. — Of General Nutrition. 



CLASS IV. 

TERMS. 

Paidiaci. 
Gyniaci. 
Geratici, 
Airophici, 



SIGNIFICATION. 

Of Youth. 
Of Adult Females. 
Of Old Age. 
Of Malnutrition. 



OBDERS. 



1. — Accident. 

2. — Homicide. 

3. — Suicide. 



CLASS V. 

TERMS. 

Tichici. 

Androphonici, 

Autophonici. 



SIGNIFICATION. 

Chance. 
Man killing. 
Self killing. 



STATISTICAL NOSOLOGY. 

ADOPTED FOR THE RHODE ISLAND REPORTS. 

On the following pages will be found two lists of the causes of death. 

The Tabular List, on the A>llowing pages, comprises all the principal or pri- 
mary diseases or causes of death which will be used in Table X. on Classification 
and Percentage, in the preparation of the Reports, and will therefore include all 
those named in the Sofflemental List when the final arrangement is completed. 

The Supplemental List is subordinate to the first, and contains the special 
causes of death in addition to the first, which find a place and name in the usual 
Returns of Death, as reported to the State Registrar. These will all h^ve a 
place in alphabetical order in Tables VIII. and IX., and will be variously grouped 
under different heads in Table X. , as shown by the figures in the Tabular List 
that correspond with the figures in the Supplemental List. 

It should stated that the nosology adopted is not that proposed some years 
since by the Registrar General of England, pending a revised nomenclature, but 
is in conformity with that of more largely universal use. 



90 



164 



APPENDIX. 

STATISTICAL NOSOLOGY. 



TABULAR LIST. 



CLASS I.— Zymotic Diseases. 

Order T. — Miasmatic. 

I. 1.— 1. Small-pox . 

2. Measles .... 

8. Scarlatina . 

4. Diphtheria .... 

5. Cerebro-spinal MeniDgitis . 

6. Quinsy .... 

7. Croup 

8. Whooping Cough 

9. Typhoid (and Infantile Fever) 

10. Erysipelas .... 

11. Metria (Puerperal Fever) 

12. Carbuncle .... 

13. Influenza .... 

14. Dysentery .... 

15. Diarrhoea .... 

16. Cholera Infantum 

17. Cholera .... 

18. Ague 

19. Remittent Fever . 

20. Rheumatism 



Order ^.—Enthetic, 

1. 2.— 1. Syphilis . . . . 

2. Strict ure of the Urethra 

3. Hydrophobia . 

4. Gfanders . . ; . 

5. Malignant Pustule . 

6. Septicaemia 



Order S.—Dietic. 

I. 8.— 1. Privation 

2. Purpura and Scurvy 



Order 4.— Parasitic. 
1. 4.— 1. Thrush . . . . 
2. Worms, &c. . 



CLASS XL— Constitutional Diseases. 
1. — Diathetic. 



II. 1.— 1. 

2 

4. 
5. 
6. 



Order 
Gout 
Dropsy . 
Ana*mia 
Cancer . 
Noma (Canker) 
Mortification 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



Of Diseases 



\ynut). 



OharaeUr {or 



L 1.— 1. Small-pox ; vaccination not 

stated. 
8mall-pox (second attack). 
After vaccination (varioloid). 
Erysipelaa, Ac, after vacci* 

nation. 
Chicken-pox. 
Miliaria. 

5. Rotheln. 

8. Anfdna maligna. 

6. ** Hpotted Fever." 
6. Mamps. 

Tonsillitis. 
». Typhus Fever. 
10. Pyemia. 

Hospiud Gangrene. 
Erythema. 



11. Childbed fever. 

12. Anthrax. 

18. Intermittent Fever. 



19. Yellow fever. 

20. Rhenmatism, with pericardi- 

tis, or disease of heart. 



I. 8.-2. Oonorrhcea. 

Pnmlent ophthalmia. 
6. Necusia (usnally from dissec- 
tion wounds), 



I. 8.— 1. Want ot breast mUk. 
2. Ricketo. 
Bronchocele. 



I. 4.-2. Porrigo. 
Scabies. 
Tape worm. 
Hydatids. 
Trichiniasis. 



, 1,-8. Leococythsemia. 
4. Soft cancer. 
Epithelioma. 
Melanosis. 

Other kinds of cancer. 
Lupas. 
6. Bed-sore. 
Dry gangrene. 
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TABULAR LIST. 



CLASS II.— (CoNTmuBD.) 

Order 2.—TtU>eretUar. 
Scrofula 

Tabes Me?entert< :i 

PhUiU»ifl (ConsumpbiDii of Lungs) 



IL 2.— 1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 



CLASS IIL— Local Diseases. 

Order 1.— JVJjrwn/* System. 
m. 1.— 1. Cephalitis 
2. Apoplexy 
8. Paralysis 
4. iDsanity 
6. Chorea. 

6. Epilepsy 

7. Tetanus 

8. CtafdMn. 

9. Brain Diseases* dbe. 

Order ^.—Organs of Cireulation 
IIL 2.— 1. PericarditUt 
2. Aneurism 
8. Heart Diseases, dke, 

Order S..— Respiratory Organs, 
IIL 8.— 1. Epistaids 



I Laryngitis 
t. Bronchitis 



8. 

4. Pleurisy 
6. Pneumonia 

6. Asthma 

7. Lung Diseases, dse. 



Order ^.^Digestive Organs. 
IIL 4.— 1. Gastritis 
2. Enteritis 
8. Peritonitis . 
4. Ascites 

6. Ulceration of Intestines 

6. Hernia .... 

7. Ileus .... 

8. Intussusception . 

9. Stricture of Intestines 

10. Fistula. 

11. Stomach Diseases, ike. . 

12. Pancreas Diseases, dse. 
18. Hepatitis 

14. J»uadlce 

15. IjlMt JOImaM^ <te. 

16. Dimase, dx. 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



n. 2.— 1. Psoas (Lumbar) abscess. 

While swelling. 

Cretioism (Goitre). 

Adenitis. Cellulitis. 
2. Tubercular peritonitis. 
8. Hiemoptysis. 
4. Tubercular meninj^itis. 



III. 1.— 1. Phrenitis. Myelitis. 
4. Monomania. 
Fright. 
Grief. 

Melancholia. 
Rage. 
6. Hysteria. 

8. Laryngismus stridulus. 

9. Neuralgia. 
Neurasthenia, 
Ophthalmia. 
Otitis. 

Disease of spinal nerve. 
Necrenccphalus (KamoUisse- 
ment). 

in. 2.— 1. Carditis. 

Endocarditis. 
8. flypertrophla. 
Angina pectoris. 
Syncope. 
Arteritis. 
Phlebitis. 

Hydropericardi um. 

m. 3.-2. (Edema glottidis. 
4. Empyema. 

Diaphragmitis. 

Pneumothorax. 
6. Pulmonary anoplexy^ 

Congestion of Lungs. 
6. G'inders' asthma. 

Miners^ asthma. 

Emphysema. 

in. 4.— 1. Glossitis. 

Stomatitis. 
Pharyngitis. 
(Esophagi tis. 
6. Perforation of— 

6. Congenital. 
Femoral. 
Inguinal. 
Scrotal. 
Umbilical. 
Ventral. 

7. Constipation. 

0. Strict, oesophagus. 
11. Dyspepsia. 
Pyrosis. 
Gastralgia. 
Uneniatemesis. 
Meleena 
Hemorrhoids. 

14. Gall-stones. 

15. Cirrhosis. 



• DlKft»e# oi tHe brain, or nervoas system, not otherwise placed, are referred to this head. The 
anvk alM appUea to the corwBponding heads and related dlseaaes, in other orders of this daaa. 
t BmaImL 1.— 20. 
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STATISTICAL NOSOLOGY. 



TABULAR LIST. 



CLASS III.— (Continued.) 

Order 5.— Urinary Organs. 
ni. 5.— 1. Nephritis . 
2 Ischuria 

8. Nephria (Bright's Disease) 
4. Diabetes 

6. Calculus (Gravel, &c.) 

6. Cystitis 

7. Kidney IH$ea$e, dke. 

8. Prostate, Disease of 



Order 6. — Generative Organs. 
III. 6.— 1. Ovarian Dropsy . 

2. Disease of Uterus, de. . 



Order 7. — Organs of Locomotion. 
III. 7.— 1. Arthritis .... 
2. Joint Disease, dc. 



Order ^.^Integumentary System. 
III. a— 1. Phlegmon .... 

2. Ulcer 

8. Skin Diseases, de. 



CLASS IV.— Developmental Diseases. 

Order I. —Developmental Diseases of Children 
IV. 1.— 1. Still-born 

2. Premature Birth, and Infantile 

Debility . 

3. Cyanosis 

4. Spina Bifida 

5. Other Malformations 

6. Teething 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



III. 5.- -8. AlbmninorU. 

6. Cvstirrhoem. 

7. Dioretls. 
Hsemmtoria. 
DiicAse of bladder. 



m. 6.— 1. Oyarian tnmor. 

S. Hysteritis, Metritis (iDflam- 
mation of womb). 
Uterine tnmor. 
Polypus nteri. 
Ovaritis. 



ni. 7.-1. Ostitis. 

Periostitis. 
8. Fradlitas ossinm. 
Molnties ossium. 
Caries. Necrosis. 
Exostosis. 
Hip disease. 

Spine disease (vertebra). 



III. 8.— 1. Abscess (part not sUted). 
Boil. 
Whitiow. 
8. Roseola. 
Urticaria. 
Eczema. 
Herpes. 
Perophigns. 
Ecthyma. 



Impetigo. 
Psoriaeis, 



&c. 



IV. 1.— 2. Atelectasis. 

5. Anns imperforatus. 
Cleft palate. 
Idiocy. 
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TABULAR LIST. 



CLASS IV.— (Continued.) 

Ordeb 2. — Develapmental Ditmrn of Women. 
IV. 2.— 1. Paramenia . . 

2. Childbirth (See Metria I. 1.— 11.) 



Okder 3.— 



mental Diseases of Old 



IV. 8.— 1. Old Age 



Order 4. — Diseases of Nutrition, 
IV. 4.— 1. Atrophy and Debility . 



CLASS v.— Violent Deaths. 

Order 1.^ Accident or Negligence. 

1.— I. Fractures and Contusions 

2. Wounds 

8. Burns and Scalds 

4. Poison . 

6. Drowning 

6. Suffocation . 

7. Otherwise (See Sup. List.) 

8. *• Casualty " (Not Stated.) 



Order 2,^Battle. 

Order ^.^Homidde. 

Order ^.Suicide. 
V. 4.— 1. Wounds 

2. Poison .... 
8. Drowning . ' 

4. Hanging 
6. Otherwise 



Order 6.— Execution. 
V. 6.— 1. Hanging. 



Sadden, cause unascertained 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



IV. 8.-1. Chlorosis. 

CHmacteria. 
Menorrbagim. 
S. Miscarriage. 
Abortion. 
Puerperal Mania. 
Puerperal convulsions. 
Phlegmasia dolens. 
Ciesarian operation. 
Extra-uterino fcetation. 
Flooding. 

Retention of placenta. 
Presentation of placenta. 
Deformed pelvis. 
Breast abscess. 



V. 1.-1. Railroad accidents. 

5. Lost at sea. 

6. Asphyxia. 
Btrangnlatlon. 

7. EsnxMure. 
Cold water. 
Frozen. 
Heat. 
Lightning. 
Surgical operation. 



The Laws of Rhode Island 

IN RXLATIOM TO 

Vital Statiitici, tlie State Board of Bealtli, Marriage and SiTorce. 



PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAPTER 85. 



OF THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS. DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or any person whom the 
board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town may appoint for 
that purpose, shall obtain, chronologically record and index, as required by the 
forms prescribed by section three of this chapter, all information concerning 
births, marriages and deaths occurring among the inhabitants of their respective 
towns ; and on or before the first Monday in March, annually, shall make duly 
certified returns thereof to the secretary of the state board of health for the years 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding, accompanying the 
same with a list of the persons required by law to make returns to them, who 
have neglected to do so, and with such remarks relating to the object of this 
chapter as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sbc. 2. The secretary of the state board of health shall receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, make a general 
abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section three of this chap- 
ter, and publish not exceeding one thousand copies thereof. Said returns, after 
such report is prepared, shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state, 
who shall cause the same to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the 
names to be made, and the whole to be bound in volumes of convenient size, 
and carefully preserved in his office. 

Sec. 8. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter, 
shall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of the state board of health 
to clergymen, physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of meetings of the 
Society of Friends and other persons requiring them, substantially as follows : 
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The record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name and tez of the 
child, whether bom alive or still-bom, the name and sumame, color, occapation, 
residence and birthplace of the parent^, and the time of recording, so far as the 
same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of the 
marriage, place, name, residence and official station of the person by whom 
married, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and residence 
of each, condition, that is whether single or widowed, what marriage, that is 
whether first, second, third or other marriage, the occupation, birthplace and 
name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be 
ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and sur- 
name of deceased, the sex. color and condition, whether single or married, age, 
occupation, place of death, place of birth, names and birthplace of parents, 
disease, or cause of death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascer- 
tained. 

Sec. 4. Every meeting of the Society uf Friends, clergyman, and all others 
authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every 
sued rite performed by them, 4n manner and form aforesaid, and retum the 
same for the last preceding month, on or before the second Monday of every 
month, to the town clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been per- 
formed ; and no marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed 
and delivered to the person about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a meeting of 
the Society of Friends, a certificate containing the information required for the 
record of a marriage, as prescribed by this chapter. 

Sec. 5. The town clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of 
January, collect the information required by this chapter, in relation to all 
children born in the town during the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December next preceding. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-bom child shall be 
brought forth in this state, the physician attending at. such bringing forth or 
last sickness, if any physician so attended, shall within forty-eight hours after 
such death or bringing forth, leave with the family, if any, or person having the 
care of the deceased, or the person bringing forth such still-born child, or give 
to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating in 
case of a death the name of the deceased, the date of the death, aifd the disease 
or cause of the death, and in case of the bringing forth of a still-born child, the 
date and the cause of such child being brought forth still-born. 

Sec. 7. Every town council may appoint a sufficient number of persons to 
act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of such council. 

Sec. 8. No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or bury or 
deposit in a tomb, or remove from this state or otherwise dispose of the remains 
of any deceased person or still-born child, unless he shall first obtain the phyal- 
cian's certificate required by section six of this chapter, if a physician was in 
attenduuce upon such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth 
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such still-born child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate 
of the information required by section three of this chapter, to the town clerk 
of the town where such death or bringing forth took place. 

Sec. 9. Any town may make ordinances, more effectually to attain the 
objects herein contemplated. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons appointed as aforesaid, shall receive 
for each record of a death made and returned as required by law, and for each 
record of a marriage made and returned as rec^uired by law, twenty cents, to be 
paid to them out of their respective town treasuries: Provided, that the yearly 
compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town 
clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall perform the duties prescribed 
by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others 
making returns of deaths as required by section eight of this chapter, shall 
receive for each full report of a death made to the town clerk, five cents, in the 
cities of Providence and Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of the state. 

Sec. 11. Every clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other person, who shall wilfully neglect 
or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this 
chapter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence, one half 
thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one half 
thereof to the use of the person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. Every clergyman, physician, coroner, undertaker or clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be 
recorded in the town clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted 
by any court of probate, upon the estate of any perspn, until the death of such 
person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as 
near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The town clerks of the several towns, the city clerk of the city of 
Newport, and the city registrar of the city of Providence, shall have the custody 
of all records of births, deaths and marriages of their respective towns, whether 
made under the statutes now in force or any former statute, and a certificate 
signed by them, certifying that any written or printed statement of any marriage, 
birth or death is a true copy of the record in their custody, shall be admitted as 
evidence of such marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages and deaths of non-i*e8idents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of the state board of health may, from time to time, 
vary the forms of returns, and require such additional information as he may 
consider necessary to accomplish the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter to 
collect, record and return the birth9 ia the several towns, shall receive fees 

SI 



172 



APPENDIX. 



therefor as follows : For making record and relurn of these facts as required bj 
law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries in each calendar year, and ten 
cents each for each subsequent entry and return ; to be paid by the town in which 
the birth is recorded. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks of the several towns, or other persons appointed 
under this chapter to collect the births in the several towns, shall annually in 
the month of January, collect the facts concerning the births within their 
respective towns, required by this chapter; and shall so far as practicable, at the 
same time collect the names of all persons liable to be enrolled in the militia, as 
required by title thirty-four; and the census of all persons between the ages of 
five and fifteen years inclusive, as provided by chapter fifty; and shall receive 
therefor such compensation as the town council or the board of aldermen of 
their respective towns or cities shall determine: Protnded, that the city of Provi- 
dence shall be exempt from so much of the provisions of this section as relates 
to the collection of the statistics of births. 

Sec. 19. Blanks for the foregoing purposes shall be furnished, on application 
therefor, on or before the first day of December in the year preceding, by the 
state board of health, for the collection of births, by the adjutant-general, for 
the taking of the enrolled militia, and by the commissioner of public schools, 
for the census aforesaid. 

8ec. 20. The person or persons who shall discharge the duties required by 
section eighteen of this chapter, if other than the town clerk, shall make full 
return thereof to the town clerk of his or their town, on or before the tenth day 
of February next following. 

Sec. 21. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in 
relation to divorces, to the secretary of the state board of health, or a prepared 
abstract thereof, shall be published in the annual report on the births, marriages 
and deaths in the state. 



CHAPTER 83. 

OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
appoint six persons, two from the county of Providence, and one from each of 
the other counties, who shall constitute the state board of health, one of whom 
shall be appointed in each year for the term of six years from the first day of 
July. Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the remainder of the term. 
Of the persons so appointed, at least three shall be well educated physicians and 
members of some medical society incorporated by the state. The governor may 
remove any member for cause, at any time, upon the written request of two- 
thirds of the board. 
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Sec. 3. The board shall take cognizance of the interests of life and health 
i^nong the citizens of the state. They shall make investigations into the causes 
of disease, and especially of epidemics and endemics among the people, the 
sources of mortality, and' the effects of localities, employments, conditions and 
circumstances on. the public health, and shall faithfully do all in their power to 
ascertain the causes and the best means for the prevention of diseases of every 
kind in (he state. They shall publish and circulate, from time to time, such 
information as they may deem to be important and useful for diffusion among 
the people of the state, and shall investigate and give advice in relation to such 
subjects relating to the public health, as may be referred to them by the general 
assembly, or by the governor when the general assembly is not in session. 

Sbc. 3. The state board of health shall also investigate the subject of diseases 
among cattle or other animals. 

Skc. 4. The board shall meet in the city of Providence once in three months, 
and as much oftener as they may deem necessary. No member of the board, 
except the secretary, shall receive any compensation for his services ; but the 
actual personal expenses of any member, while engaged in the duties of the 
board, shall be paid by the state. 

Sec. 5. The board shall elect a well qualified physician as their secretary, 
who shall be ex-offido a member of the board, the commissioner of public health, 
and state registrar, but he shall not be permitted to vote on any question in 
which he is personally interested, or be entitled to any additional compensation 
for mileage or expenses. 

Sec. 6. The secretary of the said board shall make inquiry from time to 
time, of the clerks of town and local boards of health, and practicing physi- 
cians, in relation to the prevalence of any disease, or knowledge of any known 
or generally believed source of disease, or causes of general ill-health, and also 
in relation to the proceedings of the said boards of health, in respect to acts for 
the promotion and protection of the public health, and also in relation to diseases 
anjong domestic animals in their several towns and localities respectively; and 
the said clerks of town and local boards of health, and the said practising 
physicians, shall give such information, in reply to said inquiries, of such facts 
and circumstances as shall have come to their knowledge. 

Sec. 7. The secretary shall perform and superintend the work prescribed for 
said board by law, and such other duties as the board may require, and he shall 
receive such salary, not in excess of twelve hundred dollars annually, as the 
board may determine. He shall hold his office during the pleasure of the board, 
and may be removed at any regular meeting, by a majority vote of the members 
thereof. 

Sec 8. The governor shall provide a suitable office for the board in the city 
of Providence, and the actual expenses of the board and of the members thereof, 
when certified by the chairman and approved by the governor, shall be paid 
from the state treasury. 
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Sec. 0. The board shall make a report in print to the 'general assembly, 
annually, of its proceedings during the year ending on the thirty first day of 
December next preceding, with such suggestions in relation to the sanitary laws 
and interests of the state as they shall deem Important. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MARRIAGE. 

CHAPTER 163 PUBLIC STATUTES. 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and declare 
marriages within prohibited degrees, null and void. 

Section 4 makes an exception In favor of Jews, within the degrees of afiinity 
or consanguinity allowed by their religion. 

Section 5 declares the marriage of persons having a husband or wife living, 
and of idiots or of lunatics, absolutely void. 

Sec. 6. "Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who 
shall be domiciled in this state, and either justice of the supreme court, may join 
persons in marriage In any town of the state." (It will be seen that clergymen 
from other states cannot lawfully solemnize marriages In Rhode Island.) 

Section 7 defines what shall be understood by the term religious denomina- 
tion," within the meaning of the preceding section. 

Sec. 8. Wardens in the town of New Shoreham may join persons in marriage 
in said town. 

Section 9 provides that no minister, elder, magistrate or warden shall join 
persons In marriage, unless such persons, if residents of this states shall first 
present (to the clergyman or other persons officiating) a certificate properly exe- 
cuted and signed by the town or city clerk or city registrar of the town or city 
In which EACH of such persons shail BESBECTIVELY reside^ 
and if not residents of this state, then from the town or city clerk or registrar 
of tfie town or city in which the marriage shall he soletnnized, to the effect that the said 
town or city clerk or registrar has duly recorded the intetition of marriage 
between the parties named In the certificate, the said certificate also setting forth 
the names and surnames of the parties, the age, color, occupation, birthplace, 
and residence of each, whether either or both have been before married, and if 
before married, whether the marriage intended is the first, second, third, or other 
marriage, and also whether the condition of either or both persons previously 
married is that of a divorced person, and the names, occupation and birthplace 
of each of their parents; and no town or city clerk or city registrar shall issue 
such certificate to any minor or person under guardianship, unless the consent in 
writing of the parent or guardian shall have been first obtained thereto, provided. 
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however, such certificate may be issued to a female over eighteen yearn of age, 
who has no parent or guardian living in the United States. (The legal minority 
of both sexes terminates at the age of twenty-one.) 

Section 10 provides that every Society of Friends, and every person authorized 
to join persons in marriage shaU certify upon the certificate required in section 
nine of this chapter, the time when and the place where the marriage shall have been 
solemnized by him, and shall on or bef(/re tJie second Monday of every month, 
return the certificate of every marriage solemnized by him during the last pre- 
ceding month, to the clerk or registrar of the town ok city in whicJi mch rite 
shaU have been performed. 

Section 11 forbids the solemnization of the marriage ceremony, by any person, 
when lawful objection is made thereto in writing, until such lawful objection be 
removed. 

Sections 12 and 13 provide that any person who shall join persons in marriage 
without first receiving the certificate required in section nine of this chapter, or 
otherwise contrary to, or in violation of, chapter 163 of the Public Statutes, shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding six months, or fined not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 

Section 14 provides that all fbrsons married without duly proceeding as 
required by chapter 163, shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Sec 15. The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two wit- 
nesses at least, besides the minister, elder or magistrate ofiiciating. 

Section 16 relates to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, 
making them valid if fk accordance with the forms, rites and ceremonies of the 
same respectively. 

Section 17 provides that at least one of the parties to any marriage solemnized 
according to the manner and form of the Society of Friends, or rites and cere- 
monies of the Jewish religion, shall, before the celebration thereof, sign and deliver 
to the town or city clerk or city registrar, of the town or city in which such mar- 
riage is solemnized, the certificate required in section nine. 



CHAPTER 167. 
OF DIVORCE. 

Section 1. Divorces from the bond of marriage shall be decreed in case of 
any marriage originally void or voidable by law, and in case either party is for 
crime deemed to be or treated as if civilly dead, or, from absence or other cir- 
cumstances, may be presumed to be naturally dead. 

Sec. 2. Divorces shall be decreed for impotency, adultery, extreme cruelty, 
wilful desertion for five years of either of the parties, or for such desertion for a 
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shorter period of time in the discretion of the court, for continued drunkenness, 
for neglect or refusal on the part of the husband, being of sufficient ability, to 
provide necessaries for the subsistence of his wife; and for any other gross mis- 
behavior and wickedness in either of the parties, repugnant to, and in violation 
of, the marriage covenant. 

Sec. 8. Whenever it shall appear that the absence, adultery, cruelty, desertion 
or other cause of complaint as aforesaid, was committed or occasioned by the 
collusion of the parties, and done or contrived with an intention to procure a 
divorce, in such case no divorce shall be decreed. 

Sec. 4. Whenever a divorce shall be had for the causes of affinity, consan- 
guinity, impotency, idiocy, lunacy, or crime of either of the parties, the wife 
shall have restored to her all her lands, tenements, and hereditaments ; and a 
judgment may be passed for a restoration to her of all or such part of the personal 
estate specifically, or the value thereof, which has come to the husband's hands 
by virtue of the marriage, as the court from the circumstances of the case shall 
deem equitable. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the divorce shall be occasioned by adultery, or other of the 
causes aforesaid, done or committed on the part of the wife, the husband shall 
hold the personal estate not secured to her by law, forever, and her real estate 
not secured to her by law, during his natural life, in case they have had issue 
born alive of her body during the marriage, otherwise during her natural life 
only, if he shall survive her. 

Sec. 6. The court may, in such case, allow the wife for her subsistence so 
much of her real and personal estate as they shall deem necessary or proper. 

Sec. 7. Whenever a divorce is granted for adultery, or crime on the part of 
the husband, the wife shall be entitled to dower in the same manner as if he 
were dead, unless the court shall decree alimony, chargeable upon the estate of 
the husband, instead of such dower. 

Sec 8. Whenever a divorce shall be had for adultery, or for any of the causes 
aforesaid done or committed on the part of the husband, the wife shall continue 
to hold all her property, real and personal, secured to her by law, free from any 
right in, or control over, her disposition of the same, either during her life or at 
her death : and, if there be no issue living, shall be restored to all other her lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, if any there bo. 

Sec. 9. In such case the wife shall also be allowed, out of the real or personal 
estate of the husband, or out of both, such alimony as the court shall think 
reasonable, not exceeding the use of one moiety of his real estate, during the life 
of the wife, and the property of one-half of his personal estate, having regard to the 
personal property which came to the husband by the marriage, and his ability. 

Sec 10. If there be issue living at the time of the divorce, the court, with 
regard to ordering restoration to the wife of such of her lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, if any, as may not be secured to her by law, and in regard to the 
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amount of alimony to be allowed to her out of the property of the husband, may 
do as they shall judge the circumstances of the case may require. 

Sec. 11. Divorces from bed, board, and future cohabitation, until the parties 
t>e reconciled, may be granted for any of the causes for which by law a divorce 
from the bond of marriage may be decreed, and for such other causes as may 
seem to require the same. 

Sec. 12. In case of such divorce, the court may assign to the petitioner a 
separate maintenance out of the estate or property of the husband or wife, as the 
case may be, in such manner, and of such amount, as they may think necessary 
or proper. 

Sec. 13. Every petition shall be signed by the petitioner, if of sound mind 
and of legal age to consent to marriage, otherwise, upon application to the court, 
and after notice to the party in whose name the petition shall be filed, the court 
may allow such petition to be signed by a guardian or next friend. 

Sec. 14. All jurisdiction over divorce, alimony, separate maintenance, or the 
custody, education, and support of the children of persons divorced or petition- 
ing for a divorce, is vested in the supreme court. 

Sec. 15. Said court shall have no cognizance of, or jurisdiction over, any 
petition for the same, or either of the same, unless the petitioner shall, at the 
time of preferring such petition, be a domiciled inhabitant of this state, and have 
resided therein for the period of one year,' next before the preferring of such 
petition. 

Sec. 16. All such petitions shall be filed, heard, and tried in the county in 
which the petitioner shall reside. 

Sec. 17. The said court may, by general rule or otherwise, prescribe the 
notice to be given, within or without the state, on such petitions, and may issue 
such process as may be necessary, to carry into effect all powers conferred upon 
them in relation to the same. 

Sections 18, 19 and 20 contain provisions in relation to citations to adverse 
party residing without the state, or in parts unknown. 

Sec. 21. Whenever any citation, issued under the provisions of this chapter, 
shall be served by a disinterested person, such person shall return the same, 
having made oath thereon of the place where, the time when, and the manner in 
which he shall have made service of the said citation. 

Section 22 provides for giving and ensuring proper and sufficient notice to 
the adverse party. 

Sec. 23. The said court is empowered to regulate the custody, and provide 
for the education, maintenance, and support of the children of all persons by 
them divorced or i)etitioning for a divorce, and of all persons to whom a separate 
maintenance may be granted, or who may petition for the same ; to make such 
allowance to the wife, out of the estate of her husband, for the purpose of 
enabling her to prosecute or defend against any such petition for divorce or separate 
maintenance, in case she has no property of her own, available for such purpose, 
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as they may think rcasoDablc and proper ; and to make all necessary orders and 
decrees concerning the same, and the same at any time to alter, amend and annul 
for sullicient cause, after notice to the parties interested therein. 

Skc. 24. The said court may authorize a married woman to whom a divorce 
from the bond of marriage is decreed to change her name, with the same rights 
and liabilities as if her nalne had not been changed. 

Sec. 25. After the tiling and during the pendency of any }>etition under this 
chapter, the supreme court may, as in equity, make such interlocutory decrees, 
or grant such temporary' injunctions, as may be necessary, until a hearing can bo 
had before the court. 



CHAPTER 198. 
OF DIVOKCES. 

Section 5. The clerks of the supreme court in the several counties, shall 
make returns to the secretary of the state board of health, on or before the lirst 
day of March, in each and every year, for the year ending on the thirty-first day 
of I)ecenil)er preceding, of all the applications for divorce, showing the number, 
the number granted, and the causes which are given for the application, but 
without the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which shall be 
furnished them by the secretary of the state board of health. 
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To the HoMrabU Vie Oeneral Assembly: 

The Thirty-First Annual Report upon the Births, Marriages and Deaths, in 
Rhode Island, is herewith respectfully submitted. The statistics presented are 
for the year ending December 81, 1883. 

The general results of vital registration, according to the returns during 1883, 
are presented in the following summary : 



BIRTHS. 



SIX. 

Males.. .-. 8,548 

Females 8,488 



PABBMTAGK. 

American 8,619 

Foreign 8,687 



Whole number of births 7,046 

marriages. 

American Groom and Bride 1,4S8 

Foreign-bom Groom and Bride 700 

American Groom and Foreign Bride 887 

Foreign Groom and American Bride 887 

Whole nnmber of marriages 8,611 



DEATHS. 



Males 8,687 

Females. 8,665 



PARXNTAGK. 

American 9,668 

Foreign 8,680 



Whole nnmber of deaths 6,81 



There was one birth to every. 
One person married in every. 
And one death in eyery 



.89.8 of the population. 
.68.9 of the population. 
,68.4 of the population^ 
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It may be said, in repetition of statement of last year, that there is a steady 
improvement in a large majority of the towns in the promptness and complete- 
ness of the returns of death, and in the collection of the returns of births. 

Some towns have passed ordinances, during 1884, requiring the observance o( 
the Statute in relation to making a return to the town clerks of every death, be- 
fore the burial or removal from the town of the body of the decedent, with a 
ipeeific minimum penalty for violation of the same. 

The following draft of an ordinance has been furnished to several towns, and 
which may be adopted by other towns, or at least serve to suggest other forms 
which may seem to more fully accomplish the desired purposes : 

It is ordained by the town council of the town of as follows : 

**Sec. 1. Whenever any death shall occur in the town of 
it shall be the duty of the undertaker ^ or the person who has charge of the burial 
or removal of the body of the decedent, to obtain, before burial or removal 
of same, the physician's certificate (if a physician was in attendance) of the name, 
date and cause of death ; and said physician shall exercise due courtesy and dili- 
gence in furnishing said certificate ; and if no physician was in attendance, or 
could be reached only with difficulty, then to obtain from such sources as shall 
seem most reliable the cause of death, and with the same all the facts required 
by law in the Public Statutes (Chapter 85, Section 8), as shown in the blank re- 
turns of death, and forward or present the said returns to the town clerk of the 
said town." 

**Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the town clerk, if requested, upon the pre- 
sentation of a return of death in accordance with law and to his satisfaction, to 
issue to said undertaker or other person a permit or certificate of permission to 
bury, entomb or remove the body of said deceased person without the limits of 
the town. " 

"Sec. 8. Any person engaged or concerned in the burial, entombment or re- 
moval from the town of the body of a deceased person without a permit, or 
knowingly violating any of the provisions of the preceding section shall be fined 
not less than five dollars, nor more than twenty dollars." 

Sec. 4. This ordinance shall go into effect on the first day of 188 . 

The specific minimum penalty is what gives force to any ordinance, and the 
omission of the same is the great cause of failure of its observance. 

With a sufficient minimum penalty provided for violation of the Statute re- 
quiring the returns of death to be made before burl^l or removal of the 
decedent's body, the greatest drawback to correct and complete returns of death 
would be removed. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. H. FISHER 

State Registrar. 



CONTENTS. 



Pagb. 

Tablb I. General abstract of the births, marriages and deaths, in 1888, 
showing the number of births, the sex and parentage of those bom ; the 
number of marriages, with the nativity of those married ; the number 
of deaths, with the sex and parentage of those who died ; the aggregate 
and average age of the decedents of each sex, and of the whole number 
of decedents whose age was given ; also the population of each town 



and division of the State, by the census of 1880 2-^ 

Tablb 11. Births; showing the number of each sex born in each month 
of the year, in the several divisions of the State 4-5 

Tabls III. Plurality births; arranged by months, sexes and divisions of 
the State, and showing the nativity of the parents 6 

Table IV. Marriages; showing the number of marriages in each month, 
and in each quarter of the year, in the several divisions of the State. . . 7 

Tablb V. Ages of persons married; showing the number of each sex 
married, within certain stated periods of life 8 

Tablb VI. Deaths; showing the number of each sex that died in each 
month, in the several divisions of the State 9 

Tablb VIL Deaths; showing the number of each sex that died at cer- - 
tain stated periods of life, in each town and division of the State; also 
the population of every town and division, with the percentage of 
deaths to population, by census of 1880 10-15 

Tablb VIII. Causes of death and season in 1883; arranged alphabeti- 
cally, showing the number of each sex who died from each cause, in 
each month and in the whole year, and also the number of American 
and of foreign parentage for the whole year 16-25 

Table IX. Causes of death and age; arranged alphabetically, and show- 
ing the number of each sex who died from each cause, in each period 
of life 26-86 

Table X. Classification and percentage; showing the number and per- 
centage of deaths from each cause and each class of causes, in the whole 
State, and in each division of the State 87-45 

Table XL Occupations and ages at death; showing the number and the 
aggregate and average age at death, of the decedents, in each occupa- 
tion and class of occupations, in the whole State, in Providence city, 
and in the rest of the State, ages under 20 omitted 46-50 

Table XII. Occupations and causes of death ; showing the number in 
each occupation and class of occupations, who died by each specified 
cause, omittlDg ages under 20 51-06 



vi. THIRTY-FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. [1883. 

Paqe. 

Results and Observations, 1883 50 

Table XIII. Births, marriages and deaths ia thirty years 69 

Table XIV. Number and proportion of births, marriages and deaths in 
1888 to the population by the census of 1880, in each town and county 

in the State 61 

Table XV. Births, marriages and deaths in Rhode Island in 1881, 1882 

and 1888 66 

Table XVI. Proportion of births, marriages and deaths to the popula- 
tion of the State, in each of the last fifteen years 67 

Diagram illustrating births in 1883 70 

Births, 1883 78 

Sex of the children born in 1883 73 

Table XVII. Number and proportion of each sex, in each of thirty 

years 78 

Table XVIII. Proportion of the sexes born in each division of the State, 

in 1883 74 

Table XIX. Proportion of the sexes bom in each division of the State, 

in each of the last twenty-one years 75 

Sex and season of births. 76 

Table XX. Season in connection with the whole number of children 

l>orn for thirty years 76 

Nuhiber and proportion of each sex born in each quarter of the year 1883 . 77 
Table XXI. Proportion of each sex born in each quarter of the last 

eighteen years 78 

Proportion of each sex born in each quarter of the last twenty years. ... 78 

Parentage .... 78 

Table XXIL Number and parentage of children born in the last five 
years, and in five periods, of five years each, from 1858 to 1882 inclu- 
sive 79 

Table XXIII. Percentage by parentage of children born in Rhode Island 

in twenty-five years, in five periods of five years each 79 

Table XXIV. Comparison of percentage by parentage of births in Rhode 

Island, in twenty-six years 80 

Proportion to population by parentage, 1883 80 

Colored children 80 

Colored children, proportion of sex 81 

Table XXV. Number, sex, &c., of colored births 81 

Table XXVI. Number of the child of the mother. {Table fin' 1881, 

1882 and 1883, and for twenty-five years, 1867188L) 82 

Table XXVII. Percentage of first, second, third, &c., children for six- 
teen years... 88 

Plurality births in 1883 84 

Plurality births in Rhode Island for thirty years 85 

Still-born children 85 



1883.] CONTENTS. Tii. 

Page. 

Btill-born children in 1888, sex, parentage, color, season 86 

Tablb XXYIII. Number, sex, parentage, &c., of still-born in 1883. . . . 86 
Tablb XXIX. Summary of still-born in thirty years and seven months, 

and each of the last six years 87 

Parentage of still-born children 88 

Tablb XXX Illegitimates, 1883 89 

Marbiagbs, 1883 91 

Tablb XXXI. Season in connection with marriage, in 1888, and for 

thirty years 91 

Tablb XXXII. Nativity of persons married in Rhode Island, in each of 
the last six years, and also the aggregates of one period of five years, 

and one of twenty years 92 

Tablb XXXin. Percentage of marriages, American, foreign and mixed, 
for the last six years, and for twenty-five years, in the aggregates of 

two periods 93 

Tablb XXXIV. Number of persons married, of each sex, in each divis- 
ion of ages, in 1883 93 

Tablb XXXV. Number of persons married, of each sex, in each divis- 
ion of ages, in each of the eighteen years, 1866-1883 94 

Tablbs XXXVI and XXXVII. Percentages of sex of persons married 

at different ages, twenty-four years 95-96 

Marriages of colored persons, number and proportion 97 

Marriages of the divorced 97 

Diyobcbs, 1888 98-101 

Tablb XXXVIII. Divorces' 1883, number granted, causes alleged 98 

Number applied for and granted, in each of the last eleven years 99 

Tablb XXXIX. Number granted, and proportion of marriages to each 
divorce, in each division of the State, in each of the last fifteen years. 100 

Dbathb, 1883 102 

Sex of the decedents 102 

Tablb XL. Number and proportion of the sexes among decedents, 

thirty-one years 103 

Tablb XLI. Number and proportion of the sexes among children bom, 

thirty-one years 104 

Table XLII. Season and mortality ; numbers and proportions at differ- 
ent seasons, thirty-one years 105 

Tablb XLUL Order of the months in respect to mortality, in Rhode 

Island, eight years 106 

Parentage of the decedents in Rhode Island 107 

Tablb XLFV. Numbers and proportion according to parentage, twenty- 
six years 108 

Age of decedents 108 

Tablb XLV. Whole number of decedents, average to population and 
average a^, in tl^e several towns, for ten years. 109 



viii. 



THIRTY-FIRST BEGISTRATIOK REPORT. 



[1883. 



Pags. 

Table XL VI. Age of decedents; avenge in the several divisions of the 

State, for twenty-six years 110 

Table XLYII. Percentage of decedents at different ages, thirty-one 

years. Ill 

Colored decedents in Rhode Island Ill 

Sex, season, average age of colored decedents 112 

Births, marriages and deaths among the colored population, for twenty- 

^hree years. 118 

Diagram. Death rate of the different towns 116 

Causes op Death, 1888 119 

Table XLVIII. Cause not stated in 1888, number and proportion, in 

each county 119 

Table XLIX. Cause not stated, number and proportion for each county, 

twenty-one years 120 

Table L. Thirteen principal causes of death in thirty-one years, in 

Rhode Island 122 

Table LI. Causes of death; number of decedents in 1888, from twenty 
principal causes, showing the relation of the causes to sex, parentage, 

season, age and locality 124-125 

Consideration of different causes of death 126-157 

Accidents, 1888 126 

Apoplexy and paralysis 126 

Table LII. Apoplexy and paralysis; number of deaths, percentage, sex, 

parentage and locality, nineteen years 127 

Table LIII. Apoplexy and paralysis; periods of life of decedents 128 

Brain, diseases of 129 

Table LIV. Bronchitis; number of deaths, sex, parentage, &c., nine- 
teen years 180 

Cancer 181 

Child-birth 181 

Cholera Infantum 181 

Table LY. Cholera infantum ; number of deaths, sex. parentage and 

locality, nineteen years 182 

Consumption 188 

Table LVI. Consumption; number and percentage of deaths, in each 

county in the State, in twenty four years 185-186 

Consumption; deaths in proportion to the population at given dates 187 

Consumption; proportion to population by parentage 188 

Croup 138-142 

Diphtheria 189-142 

Table LVII. Croup and diphtheria; number of deaths, sex and parent- 
age, twenty-six years 140 

Table LVIII. Croup and scarlatina; number and percentage of deaths 
in each month, in the aggregate for thirty years, 1858-1882 inclusive; 

diphtheria, 1858-1882 inclusive 142 



CONTENTS. ix. 

PAas. 

Diarrhnea nod dysentery 139 

Table LIX. Fever, typhoid, &c. : number of deaths, percentage, sex, 

parentage and locality, nineteen years 143 

Table LX. Fever, typhoid, &c. ; periods of life of decedents 144 

Table LXI. Heart, diseases of; number and percentage of deaths, sex, 

parentage and locality of decedents, nineteen years 146 

Table LXII. Periods of life of decedents, nineteen ye^rs 147 

Table LXIII. Pneumonia and congestion of the lungs ; number of 

deaths, percentage, sex, parentage and locality, nineteen years 1^9 

Table LXIV. Pneumonia and congestion of the lungs; periods of life 

of decedents 150 

Scarlatina 151 

Tabi^ LXV. Scarlatina; number and percentage of deaths; and sex, 

parentage and locality of the decedents, twenty-eight years 152 

Comparative results 153 

Table LXVI. Percentages of death from twenty -three principal causes. 

1883 153 

Table LXVII. Comparative results in the whole State, eight years 155 

Diagram III. Comparison of mortality from twenty leading causes, 1883 157 
Appendix— 

Nomenclature of Diseases 159 

Remarks 161 

Statistical Nosology 162 

Laws of Rhode Island in relation to registration of births, marriages 

and deaths 171 

State Board of Health 174 

Synopsis of Marriage Laws 176 

Divorce 177-180 



REPORT UPON THE REGISTRATION 



OF 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, 



IN 



RHODE ISLAND, 



TOR THX 



YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1883, 



AND 



FOR VARIOUS PERIODS FROM 1853 TO 1888 INCLUSIYB. 



THIRTY-FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1883. 



C/5 

X 
. <: 

Q 
Q 

< 

CO 

W 
O 

<: 
a: 

< 

[d CO 



PQ 

O 

H 
O 

H 

CO 

< 

(X 
W 

w 
o 



a 
o 

& 

Q 

2 CO 

« 2 

o 

O 



•T,»,o«waiC 12588 15 5P68|I? 8358888 IP 8 



10 tJvaX I 



r- 03 of" lO ©f wmw^ \ to ^ 




1883.] 



bibtHb^ marriages and deaths. 



S 2 



il 



9 S 

I § 

n 



^ X ^ S oi 



■Joqnititi »IHHM. 



3 3 



IS 

a* 



I SSS8S 



4t 



s 



■^[■M 'TOT 



r 



8 - 



•sag' 
ssss' 




ii!i!i^!S^i§ I mm i 



iiiissjl 



Is 



Uiillllll£lil 



i ^illii 111: 



I 



4 



THIBTT-FIBST BE0I8TRATI0V BEPOHT. 



[1883. 



Table IL— BIRTHS, 1883. 



Arranged by Months^ Sexes and Divisions of the State. 
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 1883. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State. 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 1883. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes, and Divisions of the State. 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1883. 

Showing the Number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in every 
Town and Division of the State, also the Ratio of Deaths 
to Population, by the Census of 1880. 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1883.— Continued. 







d 












8 




S 


S 
•« 






». 

.2 




%* 

9 
TJ 


•s 


« 


•0 



1 



'2 


•0 




•0 








s 


a 
a 


a 
a 





























9 






i 


s 


a 


1 
S 


•d 
e 


s 


1 


1 







S 




1 ^ 


1 


1 




eo 




«• 







.A 




1 


S 


s 




s 


s 






.... 




3 


1 


1 


6 


4 


.... 


3 


3 


10 


4 












1 


5 


4 


1 


5 


3 


5 


1 




.... 


1 




5 


11 


6 


13 


17 




17 


10 


7 


1 


.... 

4 


.... 


2 




3 


6 


12 


11 


4 


15 


14 


10 


3 


5 


3 




2; ... 


1 


9 


5 


4 


5 


4 


9 


2 


.... 


1 




o 


2 


1 





J. 


7 
1 









K 









"l 


1 


4 1 


1 


4 


5 


3 


3 


11 


2 


3 








1 






3 


3 


6 


5 


3 


4 


4 


2 












1 


2 


1 


2 


5 


3 


1 















2 




1 


2 


3 


3 


1 










1 




2 


1 


.... 






1 


3 


2 




1 


.... 








1 


.... 


1 


1 


1 


1 


] 


1 


... 

1 


1 


.... 


1 


2 


1 


2 


2 


1 






2 


1 


4 






.... 




1 






2 


2 


.... 


3 


4 


3 


3 






1 


1 


3 


3 


2 


16 


3 


12 


10 


14 


9 


6 


1 




2 


3 


3 


7 


9 


12 


12 


8 


14 


9 


6 


4 


1 








1 






1 


1 


1 




3 


2 
















1 


2 






.... 

1 


1 




1 


I 




.... 


.... 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


3 


.... 


2 




2 








7 


4 




2 


"3 


.... 


1 




5 


1 


7 


4 


9 


23 


16 


10 


15 


14 


21 


8 






2 


1 


6 


5 


15 


18 


20 


15 


16 


15 


21 


15 


2 




1 




2 


1 


1 


3 


3 


1 


.... 


3 


6 


7 









"i 






2 


3 


5 


1 


5 


6 


2 


4 


3 


















1 

1 








Q 


Q 

/C 


1 














1 






2 


3 


4 






3 


1 


3 


6 


6 


24 


16 


10 


7 


15 


11 


8 




1 


1 


3 


6 


2 


7 


14 


20 


6 


10 


7 


10 


11 


"3 


1 


14 


6 


31 


21 


32 


103 


61 


58 


66 


94 


92 


58 


4 


7 


7 


12 


25 


15 


41 


88 


90 


55 


71 


78 


78 


66 


18 


8 


19 


16 


43 


16 


45 


127 


98 


96 


102 


98 


103 


33 


4 




15 


12 


38 


26 


35 


134 


127 


117 


132 


95 


104 


75 


13 














1 








2 


3 














1 


1 


2 










1 












1 




1 


1 


1 




1 


2 


2 












1 


.... 


2 




'2 


2 


2 


1 






















3 


1 


3 


4 










1 


2 




1 






6 


4 


5 


2 










1 




"2 


1 




1 


3 


1 


7 


3 














1 


2 


"2 


2 


1 


2 


4 


3 














1 






2 


2 


5 


3 


2 














1 


5 


3 




3 


.... 


3 


5 














1 




"2 


1 














1 






3 


1 


1 


1 


4 


2 












3 


1 




2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 








1 


3 




"i 


2 




1 


2 


1 


7 




1 








5 


' 1 


5 


5 


"2 


7 


11 


12 


20 


''i2 


1 




• • • • 


1 


5 


3 


5 


15 


8 


4 


15 


1^ 








^ 



14 



THIRTT-PIB8T BBG18TBAT10K RBt»ORl. 



[1883. 



Table VII.— DEATHS, 1883.— BECAPiTtiLATiOK by Copktibs. 
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Table Vll.— DEATHS, 1883.— Recapitulation by Counties. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1883. 

Showing the Average Agey at Deaths in the several occupations; Provi'^ 
dence City being separated froni the rest of the State; 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agricuture. 

Farmers 

Florists 

Oardeners 



II. Professional 
AND Personal 
Services. 



Architect 

Anthers 

Barbers 

Civil Engineers 

Clergymen 

Clerks and Salesmen 

Coachmen 

Contractors 

Cooks 

Dentists 

Hostlers 

Hotel keepers 

Laborers 

Lawyers 

Musicians 

Nurses 

Photographers 

Physicians 

Poficemen 

Saloon keepers 

Stable keepers 

Steward 

Students 

Teachers 6 

Waiters .* 

Watchmen 



PBOTIDBNCB CITY. 



-2- * 
I - 

^ - 



141 
1 



65572.76 



52 52.00 



25 25.00 



10753.50 



RBST or 8TATB. 



WHOLE 8TATB. 



129 



221 73.66 
77935.40 

86143.001 
12361.50! 
292 48.66 
117i58.50 

97;48.50 



5 

10 
4 



7,069 50.12 
64 64.16 



125 



133,66.50 
11538.33 
243:48.60 
73 73.00 
59159.00 



332 55.33 
26|26.00 



8,835 



9g 



Ml 



68.50 138 
1 

46.00 



69 



299 
306 
126 



23.00 



59.20 
30.60 
31.50 



.1 



79 



6,788 



39.50 



132 



92 
231 



106 



1 
1 
5 
1 
8 
32 
6 
2 
6 
2 
4 
2 

54.30 266 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
3 
7' 
4 
1 
3 

10 
1 
4 



66.00 



46.00 
77.00 



26.50 



< 



9,490 69.60 
6868.00 
144 48.00 



25 25.00 
72 72.00 
176.35.20 
46|46.00 
520;65.00 
1,085:34.00 
212(35.33 
123;61.50 
292:48.66 
11758.50 
17644.00 
98,49.00 
13,851,52.00 



64 



79 
21 
44 
265 
115 
335 
304 
59 
65 
438 



64.00 



39.50 
2L00 
44.00 
66.50 
38.33 
48.00 
76.00 
59.00 
21.66 
43.80 
26126.00 
188147.00 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1883.— Continued. 



PROVIDIKCB CITY. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



III. Trade and 
Transportation 



II 



Agents (Various) . . . 

Apothecaries 

Book-keepers 

Brakemen 

Brokers 

Butchers 

Conductors 

Expressmen 

Fireman 

Fishermen and Oys 

termen 

Grocers 

Hackmen 

Liquor Dealers 

Mariners 

Harketmen 

Merchants 

Peddlers 

Porters 

B. R. Station Agent 

Sea Captains 

Ship Chandlers 

Teamsters 

Traders and Dealers. 



IV. Manufactures, 
Mechanical and 
Mining Indus- 
tries. 



3 
7 
1 
4 
5 
3 

20 
3 
2 



3 



Bakers 

Blacksmiths 

Boat buildera 

Boiler makers 

Boot and Shoe mak- 
ers 

Brewers 

Cabinet makers .... 



61 
337 



30.50 
48.14 



154 



39 
103 



39.00 
51.50 



135 
342 
43 
169 
267 
160 
1,302 
156 
132 



153 



86 
263 



37 
271 



139 

318 
27 
89 



77.00 



BXBT or 8TA11E. 



00 
85 
00 
50 
40 
33 
00 
00 
00 



51.00 



37.00 
45.00 



46.33 

53.00 
27.00 
89.00 



4 
1 
5 
2 
1 
5 
1 

5 

12 



14 
1 



1 
5 
1 

17 
8 



2 
10 
1 



10 



400 



44.44 



149 
27 

312 
68 
39 

230 
50 

305 
639 



37.25 
27.00 
62.40 
34.00 
39.00 
46.00 
50.00 



175 
329 



843 
70 



74 
351 

60 
688 
425 



62 
677 
59 



548 



31.00 
67.70 
59.00 



54.80 



WHOLB BTATB. 



II 

a 

5? 



9 

2 

11 
1 
7 
2 
2 
7 
1 

8 

19 
1 
9 

11 
3 

34 
4 
2 
1 
8 
1 

19 

14 



3 

16 
1 
3 

15 
1 
1 
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Tablb XL— occupations, 1883.— Continued. 



PBOYIDKHCV CITY. 



BSn OP 8TATK. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Carpenters 

Carriage makers. . . . 

Cigar makers 

Coopers 

Designers 

Die sinkers 

Dyers 

Engineers 

Engravers 

File cutters 

Oas fitters 

Gilder 

Glaziers 

Gunsmiths 

Harness makers 

Jewelers 

Manufacturers 

Masons 

Mechanics 

Millers 

Millwright 

Miners 

Moulders 

Operatives 

Overseers and Super 

intendents 

Painters 

Pattern makers 

Plumbers 

Pork packer 

Printers 

Roll coverer 

Sash and Blind 

ker 

Ship carpenters 
Silversmiths . . . 
Stone cutters . . 
Stucco workers. 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

lool makers. . . 
Upholsterers. . . 



ma- 



16 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



22 
6 

10 
26 
1 



2 
21 

1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 



894 
46 
23 

116 
56 
26 
86 

122 
26 
54 
61 
29 
54 
46 



1,035 
433 
631 

1,112 
81 



83 
749 

37 
365 
79 
32 
32 
240 
70 



70 
54 
37 
118 
268 
147 
140 
24 



f II 

< Z 



12 41 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
66 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



,50 
70 



37.00 
40.55 
79.00 
32.001 
32.001 
60.00 
70.00 



70.00 
54.00 
37.00 
59.00 
53.60 
49.00 
70.00 
24.00 



1 
12 
6 
9 
16 
1 
1 
1 
9 

76 

5 
2 
3 



2,428 
28 



< 



99 



49.50 



61 

266 



30.50 
44.33 



59 
69 



29.50 
34.50 



71 
463 
402 
561 
827 
71 
75 
78 
395 
3,148 

252 
179 
116 



59.20 
28.00 



71.00 
38.60 
67.00 
62.30 
51.68 
71.00 
75.00 
78.00 
44.00 
41.42 

50.40 
89.50 
38.66 



3 


128 


42.66 


2 


116 


58.00 


1 


54 


54.00 


1 


88 


88.00 


1 


30 


30.00 


15 


1,070 


71.33 


2 


115 


57.50 









WHOLB STATE. 



II 



57 
2 
1 
4 
1 
1 
4 
9 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
34 
12 
19 
42 
2 
1 
1 

11 

97 

6 
11 
4 
1 
1 
7 
3 

1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
20 
5 
2 
1 



r 

< 



58.80 
37.00 
33.00 
53.76 
56.00 
26.00 
36.76 
43.11 
26.00 
37.66 
40.00 
29.00 
5400 
46.00 
71.00 
44.00 
69.60 
62.70 
46.16 
75.60 
75.00 
78.00 
43.46 
40.00 

48.16 
49.45 
48.75 
32.00 
32.00 
62.67 
62.00 



74 

23 
215 

56 

26 
147 
388 

26 
113 
120 

29 

54 

46 

71 
1,498 
835 
1,192 
1,939 
151 

75 

78 
478 
3,897 

289 
544 
195 

32 

32 
368 
186 

54 54.00 
158 79.00 

54:54.00 

6733.50 
II8I59.OO 
1,338:66.90 
262152.40 
140 70.00 

24 24.00 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1883.— Continued. 



FROVIDBNCB CITY. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Watch makers . 
Wheelwrights. . 



V. Females. 




REST OP STATE. 



WHOLE STATE. 



ill 



I I 

1 6969.00 
1 148 74.00 

i 



House keepers . 

Cooks I 1 

Dressmakers and' 

Seamstresses 5| 

Music teacher : Ij 

Nurses 2 



Operatives , 

Servants 

Sisters of Mercy . 

Tailoresses , 

Teachers 



4 

10; 
2 
2 
1 



67|67.00 

201 40.20 
32,32.00 
94 47.00 
109:27.25 
50556.60 
95147.50 
81 40.50 
56'56.00 



116 



3 

14 

18 
«> 

i 

3l 



I II 



9648.00 3 
76 76.00 3 



6,342 54.68116 
1 



31162.50 



224 74.66 
462 33.00 
911 50.60! 
125 62.50| 
55 55.00 
121:40.33 



165 55.00 
224 75.00 



6.343 54.68 

67 67.00 

I 

512i51.20 
32S32.00 
318163.60 
57131.72 
1,476,53.00 
220,55.00 
130!45.33 
177 44.25 
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Table XL— RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 



WHOLE STATE. 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



REST OP STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. j o| 

■ 1^ 

.2 " 



9 ; Q 



t ill, I& I il 



< 5? 



> B 

< ,S5 



I 

it 



L Agriculture. 



II. Profess'nal 
AND Personal 



142; 9,702|68.31 



Services i 378 



18,797 



49.71 



I 



III. Trade and 
Transporta- 
tion 1 176 9,126 



51.85 



IV. Manufac-^ 
TURES, Me-' 
chanical and 
Mining In- 
dustries ; 424! 21,334 50.31 



V. Females... 190 9,852 46.60 



All Classes.. . 1,310 68,811j52.53 



10 



203 



73 



707 70.70 



9,961 



49.07 



3,902 53.45 



176j 8,58448.77 



28 1,300 46.43 



490 24,454 49.91 



132 



175 



103 



248 



8,995 



8,836 



5,224 



12,750 



162i 8,552 



68.15 



50.49 



50.71 



51.41 
52.80 



i 



820 44,350.54.09 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1883. 



There were recorded in the State of Rhode Island, during the year 
1883, seven thousand and forty-six (7,040) births; two thousand six 
hundred and eleven (2,611) marriages ; and five thousand two hundred 
and eighty-two (5,282) deaths. 

Table XIII. 

Preseyiting the General Results of Registration in the State, during 
each of the last thirty years. 



Wbolc NiiTiiber. Livinj^ 
Year. of Births. Still-horn. BirtliH. Marriages. Deaths. 

1854 2,105 78 2,<>87 1,047 1,720 

1815 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1,846 

1856 2,906 183 2,728 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 J85 3,841 1,526 2,825 

1858 4,26;». 177 4,088 1,488 . ..2,616 

1859 4,50(« 177 4,823 1,672 2,270 

1860 4,66<^' .. 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1.533 2,927 

18IS 4,125 123 4,002 1,450 2,691 

1863 3,691 Ill 3.580 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,7.^4 1,W4 8,360 

1865 3,955 177 3,7:8 1 ,896 8,405 

1886 4,903 172 4,730 2,-318 2,970 

1867 5,127 163 4,964 2.344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 5,160 2.285 2.912 

1869 5,215 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 .5,215 2.34 4,981 2.362 3,288 

1871 5,678 223 .\4.'i5 2,.3«i 3,344 

1 8:2 6,14;J 202 .^W 1 2..-i37 4.247 

1873 6.022 228 5,794 2.630 4,403 

1874 6.466 277 6. 1 89 2,54 1 4,229 

1875 6,.'i08 246 6,262 2,485 4,317 

1876 6,321» 224 6.105 2,25;i 4,116 

1877 6,235 242 5.993 9,282 ...4,450 

1878 6,714 248 6,46() 2,324 4,441 

im 6,.350 216 6, 1 3 1 2,396 4,472 

1880 6,295 192 6.10;^ 2,769 4,829 

1881 6,761 261 6,497 2,750 5,016 

1883 6,825 253 6,5?2 2,634 5,074 

1888.. 7,046 253 6,793 2,611 5,282 
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During the period of thirty years there were recorded 155,122 births, 
of which number 5,855 were still-born, and 149,267 were living chil- 
dren. 

During the same period there were recorded 62,848 marriages, or 
125,696 persons married, and 104,606 deaths. 

On another page the usual table is given, showing a comparison of 
the births, marriages and deaths with the population, in each town in 
the State, for the year 1883. 

Table XIII shows the slightly varying proportions in the number 
of the events of birth, marriage and death during the same year, and 
between different years, for a period of thirty years. 

It will be noticed that the number of births in 1883 was con- 
siderably larger than the number in 1882, the number of still-bom 
the same, the number of marriages less, and the number of decedents 
larger by about two hundred. 

The number of still-born, in proportion to the number of living 
births, was less than the average of previous years, that is, one still- 
birth in every twenty-nine of the whole number, in 1883, as against 
the average of one in every twenty-six and five-tenths for the previous 
years. 

In Table XIV may be found the number of each of the events of 
birth, marriage and death occurring in each of the several towns and 
cities in the State, during 1883, and the proportion of the number of 
each of the same events to the population in each of the towns, by 
the census of 1880. 
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Table XIV. 

BIRTHS, MAREIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND, 
IN 1883, COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION 
BY THE CENSUS OF 1880. 



I~ 


















— — 


TOWNS AND DIVISIONS 
OF THE STATE. 


eolation in 
1880. 


ths in 1883. 


population 
10 birth in 




rriagcs in 
1883. 


popnlation 
le person 
tarried in 


iths in 1883. 


population 
e death in 


*J 

Sja 

OD 0*5 


































--■i 




° 


ft 


. _ 


1,859 


21 


64.2 




10 


67.9' 


14 


96.8 


1.03 






155 


382 




40 


75.3 


116 


52.0 


1.92 




4,007 


82 


48.8 




45 


44.5 


72 


566 


1.80 


-J _ 


11,SM 


258 


44.1 




95 


59.8, 


202 

1 


66.4 


1.77 




4,519 


97 


46.6 




23 


96.2 1 


1 «' 


65.8 


1.79 




2,887 


66 


43.7 




38 


88 0' 


57 


50.7 


1.97 




1,018 


22 


40.3 




6 


101.8 




91.8 


1.08 


Warwick 


12,164 


321 


38.0 




107 


56.8; 


! 153 


79.6 


1.26 


Kkkt County 


20,588 


506 


40.6 




173 


! 


302 


68.1 


1.46 




459 


5 


91.8 




2 


114.7; 


4 


114.7 


0.87 




1,202 


11 


109.2 




8 


76.1 


28 


52.3 


1.90 


Middleiown 


1,139 


16 


71.2 




7 


81.3 


12 


95.0 


106 


New 8lior«ham 


1,2U8 


32 


37.6 




6 


100.2! 


20 


60.1 


1.66 




1,979 




68.3 




16 


61.8 


27 


73.3 


1.36 




8,505 




68.3 




21 


69.6 


33 


75.9 


1.31 


Towns, Niwfobt Countt 


8,487 


138 


62.4 




60 


70.7 


119 


71.3 


1.40 


Newfobt City 


15,693 


587 


26.7 




131 


59.9 


311 


50,4 


1.96 


BarrillTille 


5,714 




57.1 




26 


109.9 


i 

1 86 


66.4 


1.50 




5,940 


133 


44.6 




22 


135.2 


108 


565 


1.77 




6,445 


176 


36.6 




71 


45.4 


146 


44.1 


2.28 




5,056 


138 


36.6 




53 


47.7 


97 


53.1 


1.91 


Foster 


1,552 


25 


62.0 




17 


45.6 


31 


50.1 


1.99 




2,250 


49 


46.0 




10 


112.5 


23 


97.8 


1.02 




5,765 


119 


48.4 




33 


87.3 


47 


122.6 


081 


Lincoln 


13,765 


391 


35.2 




115 


69.8 


i 274 


52.8 


1.99 


North Providence 


1,467 


21 


69.8 




3 


244.5 


17 


868 


1.15 




3,088 


50 


61.7 




22 


70.2 


37 


83.4 


1.19 




19,030 


527 


36.1 




214 


444 


390 


48.8 


2.04 


Scitnate 


3,810 


79 


482 




37 


51 5 


71 


586 


1.86 


Smithfleld 


8,U65 


54 


57.1 




24 


64.3 


27 


110.5 


0.87 




16,050 


411 


39.0 






62.1 


311 


51.6 


1.93 




93,017 


2,273 


40.9 




801 


58.1 1 


1,770 


62.6 


1.90 




104,857 


2,916 


85.9 




1,177 


44.5 i 

1 


2,357 


44.4 


2.24 




1,117 


14 


79.6 




13 


43.0 


12 


93.0 


1.07 




1,310 


22 


59.5 




17 


38.5 


19 


66.9 


1.46 




2,952 


49 


60.2 




84 


41.0 


39 


75.7 


1.82 


North Kingstown 


3,949 


82 


48.1 




28 


86.8 


41 


96.3 


1.03 




3,114 


108 


47.3 




1 


448 


42 


74.1 


0.82 




1,949 


28 


84.7 






121.8 


20 


97.4 


1.02 


Westerly 


6,104 


72 


81.7 




44 


69.3 


_ « 


127.1 


0.78 




22.495 


370 


60.6 




174 


64.6 


1 221 


101.2 


0.96 




2^,581 


7,046 


39.2 




2,611 


52.9 


6,282 


52.4 


1.91 



* Not including deaths in State institutions in Cranston. 
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BIRTHS. 

It shoald be observed, in reference to the proportion of the number 
of births, marriages and deaths to tlie population, in the several towns, 
on the preceding page, in Table XIV, that the proportions are not 
exact in all the towns as to the po2)ulation during 1883, because of 
changes in the number of people since 1880, in which year the last 
enumeration of all the towns was taken. 

In a majority of the towns the population has increased since 1880, 
and, therefore, in those towns, the actual proportions of the events 
to population are less than given in Table XIV. Enumerations have 
been had in two of the towns since, but it seemed best to put sill of 
the towns on the basis of the census of 1880, when they were all taken 
together. 

The largest proportion of births to i)opulation, during 1883, oc- 
curred in the city of Newport, that is, one birth to every twenty-six 
and seven-tenths of the population, by the census of 1880. This is 
an extraordinary proportion, admitting that tie population has in- 
creased since the last census. The proportion of births is nearly 
double that of deaths in that city, that is, 3.74 per cent, of births, 
as against 1.98 per cent, of deaths. The i)roportion of births was 
also largest in Newport in 1882, and in 1878. 

Following Newjmrt, in the large proportion of births to popula- 
tions, are Lincoln, one birth to every 35.2 of the pojmlation; Provi- 
dence city, one in every 35.9; Pawtucket, one in every 30. 1 of the 
population. 

The leading towns having the smallest proportion of births to po}>- 
ulation are, Little Comptou, with one birth in every 109.8 of the 
population; Jamestown, one in every 91.8; Richmond and Westerly 
each one in every 84.7, and Chiirlestown, one in every 79.5 of the 
jiopulation. 

The range of difference in the different towns, in the proportion of 
births to population, during 1883, was considerably less than in 1882, 
or the average of i)revious years. 

The proportions of the several counties, the cities of Providence 
and Newi>ort, and tlie towns of Providence and Newport Counties, 
may be easily comiiared as presented on the following page : 
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Britftol Connty One birth in every 44.1 of the popalatlon. 

Kent Connty One birth in every* 40.6 of the population. 

Newport Connty Towns One birth in every 62.4 of the population. 

Newport City One birth in every 26.7 of the population. 

Newport Connty One birth in every 88.4 of the population. 

Providence Connty TowuM One birth in every 40.9 of the population. 

Providenoe City One birth in every 86 9 of the population. 

Providence County One birth in every 88.1 of the population. 

Washington County One birth in every 60.6 of the population. 

Whole State One birth in every 39.2 of the population. 



MAKKIAQES. 

The number of persons married, in any town of small size in the 
State, in proportion to the population of the same, is so variable from 
year to year that the returns from single towns, in any one year, would 
be valueless for statistical jmrposes. But in towns of large size, and 
in cities, the variations from one year to another are very much less. 
Aggregated in counties, the returns from tlie towns are, however, of 
suflicient value to furnish reliable statistical data. 

The ratio of i)ersons married during the year 1883, to the popula* 
tion in oaeh of tlic several counties, by the census of 1880, was as 
follows : 



Briritol County One person married in every S0.8 of the population. 

Kent Connty One person married iu every d9.5 of the population. 

Newport County One person nmrried in every 63.3 of the population. 

Providence County One person married in every 50.0 of the population . 

Wa»liini;ton County One person married in every 64.6 of the population. 



For the purpose of showing the dilTerence between the aggregates of 
some of tlie country towns and the cities of Providence and Newport, 
the following summary is presented : 

Towns, Providence County One person married in every 58.1 of the population. 

Providence City One person married in every 44.6 of the population. 

Towns, New|K)rt County One person married in every 70.7 of the population. 

Newport Cily One iicrson married in every 50.9 of the population. 



In the whole State the proportion was one person married in every 
52.9 of the population. 
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I/KATHS. 

\w9rA\uy^ Ut tUa returoit and the ratio to population^ based on the 
t'Aumm iff JHW, i\ui town« mr«t prominent in the largest death rate, 
during I88*'J, an: Cumf^'Hand, and Providence city. 

In IVoviiIen^;e the j#roportion was one death in every 44.4 of the 
living inhuliitantH ; in Cnmlx-rland the still larger ])ro})ortion of one 
di?rtth ifi evcfry 44.1 of tlie living ]>opulation. Probably by the exact 
ntirnlxir of living j>er8onH residing in those towns in the middle of 
th<f y<iiir 1H83, the proj)ortion of the city of Providence would be 
about one death in every 50.8 of the living ])02)ulation^ and of Cum^^ 
berhuid about one death in every 60.1 of the population; or 19.7 de- 
cedents in each thouHand of living population in Providence, and 
10.9 in each tliousand in Cumberland. 

Newport city also shows a large death rate, a proportion of one 
de(!i?d(?nt in every 50.4 of the population, or about 19.8 decedents in 
each tliousand of the living population. 

Of the towns having a small death rate according to the returns. 
Westerly rejxirts the exceedingly small proportion of one death to 
every 127.1 of the inhabitants, or a rate of 7.8 in each thousand of 
the living poi)ulation, about three-quarters of one i)er cent. 

In 1882 the proportion in Westerly, as returned, was 9 in each 
thousand, and in 1881 it was 6.9 in each thousand. 

Very snuiU death rates are also reported from Johnston, Smithtield 
and .lamostowny as may be seen in Table XIV. 

The following summary will i)resent the ratios of mortality to pop- 
ulation in the different cities and counties of the State, during 1883, 
by the oonsus of 1880 : 



Uil«lol I ouiU.v 

K^iil i\>u«t> 

WN Now|H»rl I'ouutjf . . . 

0U> i»f NowiH»rl 

N«»\\|Hm t\»»ul.\ 



.17.7 in i-arh oat Uiotuand of the |K>pulatiun. 
.14.6 in cai'h oik* thoaeand of tbr population. 
14.0 in nch one thonMnd of Uie population. 

in «ach one thoasand of the popalatiou. 
.17.< in i-ach one thontand of the population. 
.1)1.0 :u i;avh one thoasand of the population. 
.ti.4 :n each one thoamnd of the population. 

:z: eairh one iboaMnd of the population. 
\>^> VL. o>ch ooe thoufand of the population. 
£ t:fcch ooe ibosfWBd of tiie population. 



riu^ siuum;in ^vlo^ ;^rt?icr.:* iu a conii'used form for com- 
|vAn>on, tho p?viv^rr.»^r,ji* rv>;;*:5of nr^.s:ratior of the different events, 
omTc^vu! .'^!'.o> An.; ;vv.::::i>^ iuria? lb* Tear 1SS3: 
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Marriaf^iis. 

Birtlu*. Of popalatioii DcutliH. 

Of population one person niarriod Of population 

one in every in every one in every 

Bristol County 44.1 59.8 : 56.4 

Kent County 40.6 59.5 68.1 

Newport County 38.4 63.8 56.2 

Providence County 38.1 50.0 47.9 

Washington County 60.6 64.6 101.2 

Newport City 28.7 59.9 50 4 

Providence City 85.9 44.5 44.4 

Whole Stote 89.8 52.0 52.4 



In the following Table the different events of births, marriages and 
deaths in the State, during the year 1883, may be readily compared 
with those of the jireceding two years : 
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Table XV. 

Birthn, Marricujeit atul DealliH in Rhode Inland^ in each of the three 
yearn ISSl, 1882 and 188S. 



TOWN'S AND DIVIHI058 
OK THE STATE. 



! i i i B B B 



c 

Z 



Bftrriiurto 
BrivtoT:.. 
Warren . . 



Coventry 

KAftOnseowicb.. 
Wettt Greenwich . 
Wmrwirk 



Jiinie«towii 

Little Coroptuu. . 

Middletown 

New BhoreliAni . 

Portitmooth 

Tiverton 



TOWMH, Nkwpobt CorHTY. . 
Newport Citv 



Biirrillvllle 

• Cranston 

Cumberland 

Ka«t Providence. . . 

Foater 

(iloceater 

Jobnstoii 

Lincoln 

North Providence. 
North Bmithfleld.. 

Pawtucket 

Hrltuatc 

8mithfli:ld 

Woonsockct 



Towwa, Pbovidknob CorNTV 

PnoviDKNcE City 



Cliarleatown 

Exeter 

Ilopkiuton 

North KiiiK'town. 
Hoath KingHtown . 

Richmond 

Wenterly 



Wa^iiinoton County . 



Whole Htate . 



19 




21 


14 


8 


10 


15 


10 


14 


147 


149 


156 


51 


43 


40 


112 


107 


116 




m 


82 


56 




45 


77 


Tl 


72 


239 


259 


296 


121 


» 


95 


201 


188 


202 


! .0. 


105 


97 


32 


26 


23 


108 


87 


81 


1 «7 


56 


66 


49 


41 


38 


57 


51 


57 


31 


21 


22 






5 


15 


16 


11 




270 


321 


102 


118 


H/7 


150 


161 


153 


465 


454 


506 


190 


186 


173 


389 


315 


302 


11 


4 


5 




2, 


2 




5 


4 


9 


IT 


11 


11 


10 


H 


21 


20 


23 




26 


16 


5 


8 




15 




12 


» 


27 


32 


9 


6 


6 


19 


19 


20 


40 


25 


29 


9 


11 


16 


25 


35 


27 


59 


68 


48: 


24 


28 


21 


40 


39 


33 


156 


108 


186 


se 


50 


69 


127 


119: 


119 


849| 


6or 


567| 


117 


137 


131 


253 


297! 


311 




* ExcliiHive of deaths in State institutions. 
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Showing the proportions of Births, Marriages and Deaths to the pop- 
ulatiouy in the aggregate for the whole State, in 
each of the last fifteen years. 



1869.. 
1870 . 
1871.. 
1872.. 
187».. 
1874.. 
1875.. 
1876.. 
1877.. 
1878.. 
1879 . 
1890 . 
1881.. 
1883 . 
1883.. 



BIRTHS. 



YKARS. I 



Number. 



I 



5.S4A 
5,215 
5,678 
6,148 
6.02^ 
6.466 
6.508 
6,839 

6.714 
6,350 
6,295 
6,761 
6,895 
7,046 



To popula- 
tion one 
birth in 



41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 
36.1 
39.9 
89.7 
40.8 
41.4 
88.5 
43.6 
43.9 
40.9 
40.5 



MARRIAGES. 



DEATHS. 



. Number 



2,289 
2,362 
2,336 
2,587 
2,630 
2,541 
2,486 
2,263 
2,282 
2,324 
2.396 
2,769 
2,750 
2,634 
2,611 



' Of popala- 1 1 
lion one i 
lieroon mar-' 
rie<l in ' 



47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 
50.8 
52.0 
57.3 
56.6 
55.7 
57.8 
49.9 
50.8 
5S.5 
62.9 



Number. 



3,882 
S,28S 
8,444 
4.247 
4,408 
4,229 
4,817 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 
4,829 
5.016 
5,074 
5,282 



Of popula- J?!S'ilt^j;r 
tlonone each 100 of 

i lati( 



; the popu- 
lation. 



64.2 
67.1 
66.0 
51.2 
49 4 
61.1 
59.8 
62.7 
58.0 
58.1 
61.9 
57.8 
56.1 
54.6 
62.4 



1.56 
1 49 
l.M 
1.95 
2.08 
1.64 
1.67 
1.59 
1.72 
1.72 
1.60 
1 75 
1.81 
1.83 
1.91 



The above proportions are computed upon the basis of the last 
semi-decennial census, previous to the year in which the events oc- 
curred, except when they occurred in the year in which the census 
was taken, and in one or two instances when the reports were delayed 
until .after taking the enumeration of the inhabitants in June. 

There was a very considerably larger number of births, in 1883, 
than in any previous year. The proportion to population, also, as 
represented in the Table, would seem to indicate a considerable com- 
])arative increase over the previous four yeai's. It is probable, how- 
ever, that if the true number of the population was known, it would 
be found that the i)roi)ortion of births in 1883 was nearer one in every 
41.5 of the inhabitants, and, therefore, not really larger than in, at 
least, the preceding two years. 

The question of the proportion of births in the State to the pop- 
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nlation^ is of considerable interei^^ and has been considered to some 
extent in previous reports. It has been shown that the proportion 
has grown less during the last fifteen years. 

The proportion is also less than in some other States where the re- 
turns of births are approximately complete, and where the proportion 
of married women between the ages of eighteen and fifty to the whole 
I)opulation is smaller than in Rhode Island. 

It is also smaller than in Ireland, from whence large numbers of 
females emigrate at the beginning of the child-bearing period, and 
also very much smaller than in England, where the same exodus ob- 
tains, although to a much more limited extent. 

In Ireland, the proportion of births to population, for a series of 
years, according to the report of the Register General, was 26.9 in 
each 1,000 persons. 

In England, by the same authority, the proportion is given as 35.4 
in each 1,000 persons. 

In Rhode Island, the average of the last five years, which precede 
as well as follow a census enumeration, the proportion has been 24.1 
in each 1,000 of the population. 

It is doubtful if the physical capacity for child bearing has lessened 
in Rhode Island, or that inaptness of conception has increased to 
much extent, and that neither nor both, with the diminished propor- 
tion and somewhat later period of life at which marriages are now 
contracted, are a sufficient explanation of the fact. 

It will be seen, by Table XVI, that the proportions to iK)pulation 
of persons married have varied from year to year, the percentage hav- 
ing lessened during the past ten years. 

During the period of five years, from 1869 to 1873 inclusive, the 
average proportion of persons married was 22.3 in each thousand in- 
habitants. 

During the period of five years, from 18T9 to 1883 inclusive, the 
proportion was 18.9 in each thousand. 

It will also be seen, by the above Table, that the proportion of 
deaths to population has slightly increased during the last fifteen 
years. 
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BIRTHS, 1883. 



The general statistics of births in Ehode Island, during the year 
1883, derived from the returns sent to this office, may be found on 
l)age8 2 to 6 inclusive, in Tables I, II and III. 

The whole number reported is 7,046, and, as before stated, is 221 
more tlian that of 1882. 

SEX OP THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 7,046 children whose births were reported in 1883, there 
were 3,548 males and 3,498 females. This gives 101.4 males to each 
100 females, or 50.35 niales and 49.65 females in each 100 children. 

The following recapitulatory Table shows the numbers and sex, and 
the proportions of each sex of the children born in Bhode Island, in 
each of the last thirty years : 

Table XVII. 









Malcfl to each 




Yearn. 




Pemftles. 


100 PemalcR. 


Males. Females. 


1864 


1.081 


1,008 




51.87 and 48.13 in each 100 


1855 


1,492 


1,421 


105.0, or 


61.22 and 48.78 in each 100 


1856 


1.479 


1,407 


105.1, or 


51.26 and 48.75 in each 100 


1857 


2.067 


1,948 


106.6, or 


. . . . 61.36 and 48.64 in each 100 


1858 




8,068 


107.2, or 


. . ..51.73 and 48.87 in each 100 






2,097 


106.3, or 


51.80 and 48.70 in each 100 


1880 


2,268 


2,212 


102.3, or 


50 57 and 49.48 in each 100 


1861 


2,581.. .. 


2,291 


110.5, or 


.. .52.49 and 47.51 in each 100 


1868 


2,158 


1,967 


109 4, or 


58 85 and 47.76 in each 100 


1863 


1,892 


1,288 


106.8. or 


61.41 and 48 59 in each 100 


1864 


1,949 


1,942 


100.8, or 


60 09 and 49.91 in each 100 


1865 


... ..2,096 






... 53 02 and 46 98 in each 100 


1866 


2,M6 


, 2,356 


108.0, or 


51.94 and 48.06 in each 100 


1867 


2,665 


2,464 


107.0, or 


, . . 51.87 and 48.18 in each 100 


1868 


2,745 


2,627 


104.6, or 


51.10 and 48.90 in each 100 


1889 


2,685 


2,560 ... . 


104 9, or 


51.19 and 48.81 in each 100 


1870 




2,686 


105.6, or 


, 61.87 and 48.63 in each 100 


1871 


2,878 


, 2,800 


.... 102.8, or 


50.69 and 49.31 in each 100 


1878 


8,085 


8,068 


100.9, or 


50.28 and 49.78 in each 100 


1878 


3,186 


2,887 


108.6, or 


, . 62.06 and 47.94 in each 100 


1874 


8,311 


8.155 


ltk.9, or 


61.21 and 48.79 in each 100 


1875 


3,368 


3,146 


106.9, or 


61.66 and 48.84 in each 100 


1876 


3,291 


3,038 


108.3, or 


52.00 and 48.00 in each m 










50.78 and 49.27 in each 100 


1878 






102.7, or 


. . . .50.67 and 49.38 in each 100 


1879 






105.4, or 


51.82 and 48.68 in each 100 


1880 


. . ..3,841. , 


8,054 






1881 


8,498 


8,263 


107.2, or 


61.73 and 48.27 in each 100 


1888 


8,609 


8,816 


106.8, or 


51.41 and 48.69 in each 100 


1888 


3,548 


3,498 


101.4, or 


50.35 and 49.65 in each 100 
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The number of male children bom, during 1883, was only 9 more 
than in the previous year, while the number of female children bom 
was 182 more. 

This is quite an unusual difference of increase, although in 1882 
the number of male children was but eleven more than in the previous 
year. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES. 

The proi)ortion of each sex to the whole number varies more or less 
every year, as might reasonably be expected. 

In Table II, on pages 4 and 5, may be found the number of tlie 
children ]>om in the different divisions of the State during the year, 
and in the several months of the year, with the number of each sex 
respectively. 

The following Table will present, in a more concise manner, the 
whole number of children of each sex, and of both sexes, in each di- 
vision, whose births were recorded during 1883, and also the number 
of males to each 100 females in the same ; 

Table XVIIL 



BIRTHS, 1888. 



I 



MhIch ; 1«5 

PemalcM. " 138 

Tolttl ' 258 

Males to each 100 Females. , 94.0 



64 

72 

186 
90.0 



2S0 
256 



606 
97.6 



•§11 . Mc 
III I 11 



1^ ■ 3 



.1 >l 



1.156 ' 
1,117 



2,273 



187 
188 



870 



299 I 2,074 1.474 • 3,548 
295 ; 2,056 ; IM^ 8,498 



I 



108.5 102.2 



: I 

687 4,180 2.916 7.046 

00.0 100.8. l(tt.2 101.4 

i ll 



The quite unusual circumstance of a larger pro{)ortion of births of 
female children than of male children, occurred in a majority of the 
divisions given in Table XVIII for 1883. In not a single year during 
the last thirty has there been, in the whole State, as many births of 
female children as there were of males. But in the divisions of the 
State there are, in nearly every year, one or more having a preponder- 
ance of births of females, varying, however, from year to year. 

The nearly equal number of births of both sexes, in 1883, is with- 
out precedent in thirty years, with two excei)tions, in 1864 and 1872. 

TJie differences of ])roportion of the sexes, born in the two largest 
divisions of ]>opulation during 1883, and also the whole State, may be 
shown by the following contrast : 
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Malc« to 

Mttiori. Feinalos. c^icb 100 females. 

Providence City 1 ,474 1 ,44» 108 JJ 

Providenco Coonty Towiw.. ,1,186 1.117 108.5 

Whole Stote 3,548 8,498 101.4 

The subject will be further considered on another page. 

Tne following Table shows the relative proportions of the sexes, 
born during each of the last twenty-one years, in each of the larger 
divisions of the State, and in the'whole State : 

Table XIX. 



NuMBBR or Malks to bach 100 Females. 



BIRTHS. 



^ a 

» p 



■ ■ I 

1888 1 lao.o 

1804 108.8 

1865 119.8 

1866 109.4 

1867 115.5 

1868 117.4 

1H60 115,7 

18T0 ' 186.4 

1871 ; 131.8 

1872 109.2 

1873 ! 189.2 

1K?4 ; 98.7 

1875 95.2 

1876 , 148.1 

1877 j 188.7 

1878 I iaO.5 

I 

1879 j 184.3 

1880 I 117.2 

1H81 I 91.2 

1888 I 94.7 

1883 I 94.0 



-5 



98.4 
87.8 
118.2 
113.1 
98.3 
88.7 
116.7 
111.6 
97.9 
98.8 
113.0 
111.9 
108.1 
104.4 
102.4 
120.6 



97.0 
90.6 
108.8 
103.4 
117.8 
100.2 
102.7 
100.0 
138.5 
109.1 
117.9 
101.8 
97.7 
108.5 
98.5 
94.8 



95.5 I 108.6 



110.5 
111.3 
110.8 
97.6 



113.0 
102 
112.5 
97.0 



III I 



101.8 
1(>7.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
103.5 
104.5 
110.4 
104.3 
108.0 
100.8 
101.5 
105.4 
108.4 
106.9 
108.1 
108.5 



111.4 

97.8 I 
113.8 
108.4 
104.5 
108.4 
107.5 
104.9 

95.2 

95.7 
109.0 
102.9 
100.1 
106.8 
104.9 
106.8 
106.7 
107.6 
109.0 
106.5 
102.2 



B B 

% o 
So 



106.7 I 
108.4 

88.1 
134.0 
120.4 ; 
186.5 
120.6 . 

99.5 
118.3 : 

110.6 , 

104.7 I 
M.O I 

134.3 ; 
103.7 

95.3 

78.8 
106.3 

95.4 
115.7 
105.7 



It may be of interest to see what has been the average annual pro- 
portion of the sexes born, during the last twenty-one years, in each of 
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the different divisions of tbe State, or, in other words, the proportion 
of the aggregate of births of each sex, in each division, during the 
period of twenty-one yeai-s. 

The following summary will show the number of males to each 100 
females, born during the twenty-one years from 1863 to 1883 inclusive, 
in the different divisions of the State : 

Bristol Coouty 115.1 males to each 100 females. 

Kent County .104.9 males to each 100 females. 

Newport County 106.1 males to each 100 females. 

Providence County Towns 104.6 males to each 100 females. 

Providence City 105.8 males to each 100 females. 

Washington County 107.7 males to each 100 females. 

Whole state 106.8 males to each 100 females. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

In Table II, on pages 4 and 5 of this report, may be found the 
whole number of births as they occurred in the different months, and 
in the different divisions of the State, during 1883. 

An examination of that Table will show that the largest number of 
births, in any one month, was in the month of August, and the largest 
number, in any quarter of the year, was in the third quarter. 

This circumstance is not in accordance with the rule of thirty years 
of registration. TI\e last quarter lias almost invariably given the 
largest number of births, and August has seldom shown as large a 
number of births as the later months in the year. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in 
tlie State of Rhode Island, according to the returns, in each quarter 
of each of the last six years ; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentage of the aggregate in each quarter of the last twenty-nine 
years, from 1854 to 1882 inclusive : 

Table XX. 



QUARTKltS. 



1888. 1882. 1881. 1880. 



1879. 



1878. 



1854 to 18d2. 



Number. I Per ceiil. 



January Man li 1,041 1,0J6 1,581 1,463 1.622 



April-.Iiinr 



1 ,668 l,(i22 t.m l,m I l,5d(i ; l,r)05 i 



.Jiil>--Sipl«iiilK«r 1,89.3 1,711 1,746 1,»>40 

()(to»Hr l>»'».nihir 1.H44 1,876 1.82«> 1.651 



Wli. 



' <i.s-r» 0,761 li.vn).') 



35,078 I 83.75 

ri4,88l i 2:J.55 

urn I 1,7:11 , ;»,696 JdAli 

1.676 1,7\»6 ! ;W,426 36.67 



6.:C)0 6,714 148,076 lOlUlU 
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An examination of tho above Table will show that, in a period of 
twenty-nine years, the average percentage of the aggregate of births, 
during the last three months of each year, was about three per cent, 
larger than during either the first or the second three months of each 
year, and that the average of the third three months or quarter of the 
year was about two and one-half per cent, larger than either the first 
or second quarters. 

The following summary will show the i)ercentage8 of births in tlie 
whole State of the different quarters and of each half of the year 1883 : 

January— March per cent, of whole number. ) 

} Firat half 46.9 jjer cent. 

April— June S8.6 per cent, of whole number. ) 

July— September 26.9 per cent, of whole number. ) 

V Second half 58.1 per cent. 

October— Deccmbt'r 86.2 per cent, of whole number. ) 

IQO.O 100.0 

It will be seen, by the above Table, that the i>ercentage of births, 
ill the first and second quarters of 1883, did not greatly differ from 
the average of twenty-nine years, but that the third quarter was 
larger and the fourth (juarter smaller than the average of the long 
l>eriod. 

births: sex and season. 

In Table II, on pages 4 and 5, will also be found the number of 
births, by months, as they occurred in the different divisions of the 
State during the year 1883, arranged by the sexes. From it we ascer- 
tain the number of each of the sexes born during each quarter of the 
year, with their relative proportions; and also the aggregates and 
proportions of the same for the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly i>eriods, 
number of births and proportions of tho sexes, for the same : 



1. January— March 815 — 

2. April -June 829.... 

8. July— Septenil>er 981 ... . 

4. October— Detrember.... 923 .. 

Whole year, 1883. 8,548. . . . 



Male» to each 
Fenittlea. 100 Fomalo8. 

...826 98.6, or... 

...839 98.7, or... 

...912 107.6, or... 

...921 100.2, or... 



Mak'K. Fcuialef). 
.49.66 and 50.34 In each 100 
49.70 and 50.30 in each 100 
.51.88 and 48.17 in each 100 
.50.00 and 50.00 in each 100 

.50.08 and 40.97 hi <Mich 100 



By the above summary it will be seen that, during the first half of 
the year 1883, the number of female children born exceeded that of 
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male children, and that during the last half there was an excess of 
male children born. The fact, however, has no particular signifi- 
cance, as it is a casual circumstance and will seldom recur. 

The following Table shows the number of male children born to 
each 100 female children, in each quarter of the last five years, and 
also the proj)ortion of births of male children to each 100 female 
children born, during three periods of five years each, from 1866 to 
1880 inclusive : 

Table XXI. 



YEARS. 


1 

j 1888. 


188S. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


! 

5 years. 
1876-1880. 


5 year«. 
1871-1875. 


5 years. 
1860-1870. 


Ist Quarter 


... 08.6 


105.6 


118.4 


109.7 


104.6 


106.9 


101.5 


106.7 


2d Quarter 


1 

1 08.7 


106.1 


100.6 


96.2 


104.2 


102.7 


104.7 


107.8 




107.5 


107.4 


107.8 


108.4 


101.6 


107.1 


104.8 


106.0 


4th Quarter 


... 1 100.2 


104.4 


106.6 


118.0 


111.4 


' 106.2 


106.5 


104.8 


Total average . 


.. , 1 101.4 


106.8 


107.2 


106.1 


105.4 


106.2 


104.2 


106.2 



By the foregoing Table and summary it would appear that season 
has but very little influence in the causation of sex, or of any consid- 
erable difference in the number of births of either sex. 

The following summary will show the proportions of the sexes born 
in the State in each quarter of the year, in the aggregate of a period 
of twenty years : 

Males to each 

100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. Jauuary— March 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 births. 

2. April-June 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.45 in each 100 bIrUis. 

8. July— September 104.3, or 60.85 and 49.15 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December 106.4, or 51.56 and 48.46 in each 100 births. 



Wlmle Number 20 years 105.6, or 51.37 and 48.63 in each 100 births. 



PARENTAGE. 



By reference to Table I, page 2, in the division of births, there will 
be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island during 
the year 1883. It will be seen that of the whole number — 7,046 — 
there wore 2,944 of American parentage, 2,930 foreign, and 1,172 of 
mixed parentage. 
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The following Table will show the number and parentage of the 
children born in the State, and the variations of the same from year 
to year, in each of the last five years ; and also the number and varia- 
tions occurring in five periods of five years eiich, from 1858 to 1882 
inclusive : 

Table XXII. 



PARENTAGE. 1883. 1889. 



I o venr 

1881. 1880. I 1879. 1^ t 
1882. 



5 years. ,5 years. '5 years 5 years. 
I. 1^ to 1H78 to I 1868 to I 1868 to 
1882. 1877. 1872. i 1867. 



Amer. fath. and mo.. 2,944 2,915 I 2,869 2,741 ! 2,767 



Forei^ fatb. and mo ; 3,980 2,788 2,798 I 2,566 I 2,573 13,562 



14,169 



Amer. fath. For. mo. 
For. fath. Amer. mo. 
Parentage not stated. 



675 I 
697 I 



512 ' 493 
610 I 611 



417 



I 



442 

668 



Totol 7,046 6,825 



9,327 
2,887 



6,761 6.295 j 6^ 32,945 



18,481 
13,990 
1,782 
2,867 



31.660 



12,214 9,712 
12,366 1 9,968 

1,353 I 876 

I 

1,720 941 
70 



27,658 



5 years. 
1868 to 
1862. 



10,609 
9,697 
814 
765 



21,567 22,098 



The following Table of percentages may be preferred, as showing in 
a different, and perhaps clearer way, the changes that have occurred 
in the proportions of the births in the different classes of parentage 
daring the last five years, and during twenty-five years, from 1858 to 
1882 inclusive, in five equal periods : 



Table XXIII. 



PARENTAGE. 


1883. 


1882. 1 


! 

1881. 1 


1880. 


I5 years. 
1879. 1878 to 
1 1882. 


6 years. 
1873 to 
1877. 


1 

5 years. '5 years. 
1868 to ; 1868 to 
1872. 1867. 


5 years. 
186H 10 
1862. 


Amer. fath. and mo.. 


41.78 


42.71 


42.29 


43.66 


48.67 


48 03 


42.55 


44.17 


45.18 


48.50 


Forei^ fath. and mo. 


41.58 


40.86 


41.38 


40.60 


40.68 


41.28 


44.85 


44.7i 


46.87 


44.88 


Amer. fath.. For. mo. 


8.16 


7.L0; 


7.29 


6.62 


6.96 


6.96 


5.84 


4.89 


4.07 


3.78 


For. fath., Amer. mo. 


8.48 


8.94 


9.04, 


928 


a94 

1 


8.79 


7.28 


6.22 


4.38 


3.45 


Total 


lOO.Oo'lOO.OoilOO.OO 100 00 


loo.ooj 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 






1 


1 





The vital movements in the two general classes of population in 
Rhode Island, that is, of foreign born and native American born, and 
also the intermixture by marriage in the two classes, during a period 
of twenty-six years, are shown in the two preceding Tables. 

In addition to Tables XXII and XXIII, the following Table will 
show the percentages of children born of American and of foreign 
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fathers, and of American and foreign mothers, in each of the last five 
years, and in each of five i>eriods of five years each, from 1868 to 1882 
inclusive : 



Table XXIV. 



CHILDREN WITH 


1888. 


1882. 


1881. 


1881). 


1879. 


5 yean). 
1878 to 
1888. 


5 years. 
1878 to 
1877. 


5 years. 
l8(»to 
1878. 


American fathers .... 


49.94 


60.81 


49.68 


60.17 


50.58 


50.08 


48.40 


49.06 


Foreign father? 


50.00 


49.79 


50.48 


49.88 


49.47 


49.98 


51.60 


60.94 


American mothere. . . 


50.86 


51 66 


51.38 


58.78 


58.51 


, 51.79 


49.80 


50.39 




49.74 


48.35 


48.67 


47.28 


49.49 


: 48.21 

1 


50.20 


49.61 



5 years. -5 yean. 
1863 to 1»8 to 
1867. 1868. 



49.85 I 
50.75 ' 



50.44 



6«.88 
47.7H 



51.96 
48.06 



The subjects of birth rate to whole population, and of birth rate to 
population by parentage, are of considerable interest, and were pre- 
sented at greater length in the Twenty-ninth Report, on pages seventy 
to seventy-four. Before another report will be prepared, a census of 
the population of Rhode Island will be taken, and the present popu- 
lation by classes will be more accurately known, and then more ex- 
tended and accurate percentages of births to population by classes can 
be made. 



BIRTHS OF COLORED CHILDREN. 



The number of births of children of colored parentage reported 
for the year 1883 is 197. They are always included in the general 
statistics of births, but having some special importance as to the sur- 
vival of the race, and other questions, they have had a separate con- 
sideration. The number is larger by 18 than that of 1882. 

In regard to sex, the numbers and proportions were as follows, viz. : 
Males, 100; females, 97; or 50.76 males to 49.24 females in every 100 
births; or 103.1 males to each 100 females. 

The towns reporting colored births in 1883, and the number in each, 
are as follows : 
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Table XXV. 
Showing Number, Sex, d^r., of Colored Births, 1883. 



TOWNS AND CITIES. 



I Whole 
I Number. 



Males. 



Briflol A 

Coventry 1 

Eact Greenwich 4 

Warwick 8 

I 

New Shoreham 1 

Newport City 50 

Cranaton 2 

East Providence I 4 

Johnston 1 

Pawtucket 3 

Scitnate 1 

Providence City 112 

Exeter 1 

Hopkinton 1 

North Kingstown 1 

South Kingstown 7 

Westerly \ 2 

• I 

Total ... Iff? 



Females. 



1 
1 
1 
61 

1 
1 



11)0 



27 



61 



COUNTIES. 



Bristol County 4 



Kent County. 



Newport Coanty . 



51 



Providence County 122 



Washington County .... 12 



197 



The following summary will show the changes that have occurred 
from year to year, in the proportions of the sexes of colored children 
horn in Bhode Island, during the last eight years : 



Whole 

Tears. Number. 

1876 171.... 

ISn 168. .. 

1878 172.... 

1879 159. .. 

1880 140.... 

1881 198.... 

1801 179.... 

1888 197.... 



Males. 
... 64.... 
... 86.... 
... 79. .. 
... 84.... 
... 76.... 
...101. .. 
... 76.... 
...100.... 



Females. 

107 or 69.8 males to each 100 females. 

... 89 , or 104.8 males to each 100 females. 

98 or 86.0 males to each 100 femalett. 

76 or 118.5 males to each 100 females. 

66 or 116.4 males to each 100 females. 

— 91 or 111.0 males to each 100 females. 

lOS or 78.7 males to each 100 females. 

. .. 97 or 108.1 males to each 100 females. 
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NUMBER OF CHILD OF THE MOTHER. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is, how many of the children born were reported as the first, 
second, or third child, etc., of their respective mothers. The statis- 
tics on this subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table 
includes the children reported in 1881, 1882 and 1883, and also the 
total for twenty-five years, 1857 to 1881 inclusive : 



Table XXVI. 



Number of the Child of the Mother. 


1881. 


1888. 


1888. 


25 jearp. 
• 1857-1881. 


First 


1,562 


1,704 


1,764 


, 81,785 




1,806 


1,180 


1,866 


96,110 


Third 


1,081 


960 


1.096 


90,468 




816 


806 


8S8 


1 15,423 


Fifth 


68S 


6S8 


614 


11,491 




464 


481 


448 


' 8,^ 




884 


865 


343 


5,887 




S48 


245 


245 


8,996 




146 


171 


169 


2,624 




99 


98 


106 


1,711 




51 


66 


04 


9S4 




41 


50 


87 


60S 




S8 


80 


28 


806 




6 


13 


9 


151 




11 


2 




91 




7 


4 


2 


49 




8 




6 


29 




1 


1 


1 


8 













5 












3 













3 









1 





2 




6,761 

1 


6,825 1 


7,046 


129,960 



The whole number of births, in 1883, was about three and one-fourth 
per cent, greater than the whole number of 1882. Prom the above 
Table it will be seen that the increase was not uniform, or equal, in 
the different classes of number of child of the mother, where there 
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was an increase, and that in some of the classes there was a very de- 
cided decrease. The increase was approximately equal in the first, 
second and fourth classes, less equal in the increase of the third class, 
and in the fifth, sixth, seventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth and 
sixteenth classes the decrease is very considerable. The same facts 
are true of other years. 

An examination of Table XXVI will show that there has been an 
increase, larger in proportion than the increase of population, of those 
mothers who have borne more than twelve children. In the class of 
twelfth child the average of the last three years is 43, while the aver- 
age of twenty-five years, including 1881, was 24. The same will be 
found to be true of the classes from the twelfth to the eighteenth. 

The proportion of each class to the whole number will be shown by 
the following Table, which gives the percentage of the children born 
in each of the last six years, who were respectively the first, second, 
third, etc., children of the mothers, and which will also give the 
average percentage of each class of births, during a period of ten years, 
from 1868 to 1877 inclusive, and of five years, 1878 to 1882 inclusive : 

Table XXVII. 



NUMBSB or TUB CUILU. 


1883. 


188S. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


5 yeans, 
1^ to 


10 years. 
1868 to 












1888. 


1.'377. 


First 


25.08 


84.96 


22.92 


28.50 


82.59 


81.77 


28.1 


25.8 




19.87 


17.48 


19.31 


17.84 


18.80 


20.86 


18.7 


20.7 


Third 


14.56 


14.50 


15.10 


16.11 


15.87 


18.90 


16.9 


16.5 


Fourth 


11.66 


11.80 


12.07 


12.24 


12.74 


12.32 


12.2 


11.4 


Fifth 


8.71 


9.17 


9.36 


9.28 


9.38 


8.77 


9.1 


8.4 


First to Fifth 


79.88 


77.86 


78.75 


78.98 


79.33 




80.0 


81.1 




80.67 


23.15 


21.86 


81.08 


20.67 


17.96 


20.0 


18.9 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



A study of Table XXVII will be of interest, as showing the changes 
that take place, from year to year, in the proportions of the number 
of children born in each class of mothers, and also the difference of. 
single years with periods of five and ten years. 
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PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The general statistics in relation to plural births, in Rhode Island, 
may be found on page 6, in Table III. 

There were sixty-nine cases during the year, all of which were twins, 
or one hundred and thirty-eight children. 

Of the 138 children of plural births, 61 wore males, and 77 females. 

The cases occurred in the different divisions of the State as follows : 
Kent county, 8; Newport county towns, 2; Newport city, 10; Provi- 
dence county towns, 18 ; Providence city, 29 ; Washington county, 2. 
Bristol county made no return of a case of i)lural birth. 

The following exhibit will show the parentage of children of plurality 
birth in Rhode Island in 1883, and number of each : 

PareuU, Native American, or bom in the United State* 5* 

Born in Ireland 16 

" " France 12 

•* " England 10 

" Scotland t 

" *' Germany t 

*• Sweden 4 

American father and German mother t 

American father and Irish mother 6 

American father and English mother 

American father and Swedish mother 2 

Scotch father and Irish mother 3 

Scotch father and Bn^rlish mother 2 

Irish father and American mother 10 

Irish father and English mother 3 

Irish father and Scotch mother 2 

Bnglish father and Scotch mother 2 

English father and Nova Scotia motlicr 2 

French father and American mother 2 

Total 138 

Tlie months in wliicli the plurality births occurred were as follows: 

.lanimry H April 10 July 0<tober 12 

F»l»riiHry G May 18 Auj,Mi«*t 14 Novemlx'r 4 

Manli h) Jimo Soptt-mlxT 20 Derenilwr 10 

Fir-M^iiarlrr 2i S<M onrl (^iiart«'r IS Thiiil <^iiartt!r 40 Fourth (^uartiT *,»t; 

Fir-t lialf of vfar 7*^ Sr< <>iul half of ynir Tdi 

Total 1:J8 
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The general statistics of births, and number of eases reported in 
Rhode Island during a period of thirty years, that is, from 1854 to 
1883 inclusive, are as follows : 

151,917 ca»es of mokIo birtlu Jiving 151,S47 children. 

1.809 caaes of twin births giving 3,218 children. 

19 cases of triple births giving 67 children. 



158,475 ca**« of child birth giving 156,128 children. 



Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (153,475) during the 
thirty years, one in 95.4 produced twins, and one in 8,078 produced 
triplets. 

Of the whole number of children born, during the same period 
(155,122), ascertained from the reports, one in every 48.2 was a twin, 
and one in every 2,721 was a triplet. 

Of the 1,628 cases of plurality births which have occurred in the 
State during the last thirty years, there were 704 cases in which both 
parents were Americans; 772 cases in which both parents were for- 
eign ; 144 cases in which the parentage was mixed, that is, one Amer- 
ican and one foreign parent; and 8 in which the parentage was not 
stated. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases, during the 
thirty years, was 3,275, of whom 1,646 were males, and 1,625 were 
females ; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 



STILL-BORN. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Rhode Island, 
for the year 1883, was 253 ; this number, the same as in 1882, is 11 
less than for the year 1881, and 61 more than for 1880. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different divisions 
of the State : 



Bristol Coanty 6 

Kent Connty 8 

Newport Connty Towns 6 

Newport City JM 



Providence Coanty Towns 71 

Providence City 181 

Washington Coanty 7 

Whole State 258 



The following Table will give the number in each town from which 
still-births were reported : 



11 
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Table XXVIII. 
Still-Born in 1883. Number, Sex, Parentage ayid Color. 



TOWNS, 



BrUtoI 

Coventry 

East Greenwich... 
West Greenwich . . 

Warwick 

Little Compton . . . 

Middletown 

New Shoreham. . . 

Portsmouth 

Newport City 

BarrUlville 

Cranston 

Cnmberland 

East Providence . . 

Foster 

Gloucester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North 8mithlleld.. 

Pawtucket , 

Scituate 

Woonsockut 

Providence City... 
Xorth KiuKStown. 
Soutli Kingstown . 
Westerly 



Whole StttU- . 



Whole 
Number. 



% 

1 
2 
S 
1 
1 
8 
1 
S4 
8 
S 
5 
8 
3 
1 
1 

18 
1 

31 
8 

10 
181 
4 
3 
1 

358 



Males. 



133 



Females. 



2 


1 


1 




1 


8 


1 


1 




12 


12 






1 


1 


2 


8 


3 


1 


2 






1 







6 


7 






10 


11 


1 


2 


9 


7 


68 


68 


4 






2 




1 



American. 

4 

2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
8 
1 

18 
1 
3 
8 
2 
2 
1 



121 



136 



Foreign. 



8 


5 


1 




9 


13 


8 




8 


18 


01 


70 


8 


1 


2 





White. 



3 

1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
8 
1 

18 
8 
3 
5 
3 
2 
1 
1 

13 
1 

21 
8 

16 
133 
4 
2 
1 



117 



Colored. 



14 



Sex. — Of the 253 still-born children, in 1883, 132 were males, and 
121 were females. 

It is a very unusual occurrence for the number of each of the sexes 
of still-born children to be so nearly e<iual, if indeed it ever happened 
before. 

During a period of about thirty years, as may be seen in Table 
XXIX, the proportions averaged about 60 males and 40 females in 
every 100 births. 
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Parentage. — Of tlie 253 still-born children^ reported in 1883, 13G 
Avere of American parentage, and 117 of foreign. The parentage is 
recorded by the nativity of the fathers. 

Color. — The nunil>er of colored still-born was 14, as against 7 in 
1882. 

Season, — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
sovenil months of 1883 was as follows : 



.Tanoary 

Fc>>raary . . . 

Mnrch 

April 



.J« May 19 

.24 June . . .26 

.17 July 28 

.24 Augui«t 22 



Total . 



September 85 

October 22 

November 15 

December 16 

268 



SUMMARY OF STILf^KORN. 

The following Table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children whose births were reported in Rhode Island, during each of 
the last six years, and also of a period extending from January 1, 
1854, to December 31, 1883 : 

Table XXIX. 



SEX. 



1883. 1882. 



Mak-H 13S 138 

Feuialc.* | 121 115 

I - - 

Total 253 253 



1881. 



160 
96 



1880. 1879. 



123 
60 



264 I m 



124 



216 



1878. 



149 

99 



248 



January 1, 1854. 
to 

Dec. 31, 1888. 



8,497 
2,458 



6,955 



It will be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since January 1, 1854, is 5,955. Of the sex of this number, 
there were 3,497 males, and 2,450 females. The ratio of occurrence, 
in regard to sex, would therefore be as follows : In each 100 children 
there were about 60 males, and 40 females ; or for every 100 females 
there were nearly 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1883 varies largely 
from the average of a period of thirty years. The proportions stand- 
ing at 110 males to each 100 females ; or about 52 males and 48 females 
in each 100. 

Season of StilUBirths, — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported, in Bhode Island, during a 
period of thirty years, from 1854 to 1883 inclusive, with the months 
and quarters in which they occurred : 
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Still-Born— Thirty Years, 1864-1888. Skason. 

I ' ' 

January ' April 466 .Inly 506 , October 456 

February 601 May 459 August 616 November 498 

March....!. 461 June 444 September 493 ,' December 545 



Ist Quarter 1,488 



itd Quarter 1,369 3d Quarter 1,614 4th Quarter 1.494 



First six months, 2,847: Second six months, 8,108: Total, 5.956. 

Taking the quarterly periods, it will be seen that the occurrence of 
still-births, in the order of from the smallest to the largest number, 
has been as follows: 1st, Second quarter; 2d, First quarter; 3d, 
Fourth quarter; 4th, Third quarter. In accordance with the general 
birth rate, the last half of the year has considerably the largest pro- 
portion. 

PARENTAGE OF THE STILL-BORN. 

Of the 253 still-born children reported in 1883, there were 136 of 
American, and 117 of foreign parentage, reckoned by the nativity of 
the fathers ; and 129 of American and 124 of foreign, reckoned by 
the nativity of the mothers. 

To show the changes that have occurred from year to year, in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, reckoning by the parentage 
of the mother, in contrast with the percentages of the same nativities 
to the whole number of births, reckoned by the parentage of the 
father, the following resume, for various years and periods of years, 
is presented : 

or Whole Number Births. Of Whole Number Still Bom. 



Yeartf. American. Foreij^n. American. Foreign. 

1871 49.86 and 60.64 in each 100 41.00 and 69.00 in each 100. 

187;; 47.69 and 62.41 in each 100 41.S6 and 66.76 in each 100. 

1873 50.30 and 49 70 in each 100 69.81 and 40.79 in each 100. 

1874 47.14 and 52.86 in each 100 60.00 and 80.00 in each 100. 

1876 47.88 and 52.12 in each 100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

1876 46.43 and 53.57 in each 100 ...45.76 and 54.24 in each 100. 

1877 49.41 and 50.59 in each 100 68 81 and 46.09 in each 100. 

1878 49.35 and 50.65 in each 100 55 66 and 44 8S in each 100. 

1879 50.53 and 49.47 in each 100 M 68 and 46.37 in each 100. 

1880 50.17 and 49^9 in e^ch 100 64.16 and 46.84 in each 100. 

188) 49.60 and 50.40 in each 100 48.10 and 61.90 in eM:h 100. 

1882 50.21 and 49.79 in each 100 60.68 and 49.42 in eM:h 100. 

1883 49.94 and 50.06 in each lUO 50.96 and 49.01 in each 100. 

14 years-1859-1872 50.54 and 49.46 in each 100 41.25 and 66.75 in each 100. 

10 years- 1873-1882 49.10 and 50.90 in each 100 51.84 and 48.16 la emsh 100. 
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ILLEGITIMATES. 

The following table will give the number, sex, color and parentage 
of the illegitimate children bom in Rhode Island, in 1883 : 

Table XXX. 



TOWNS. 



Warren 

Coventry. 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Little Oompton 

New Shoreham 

Tiverton 

Newport City 

Burrillvllle 

Cranston, State AlmshouM. 

Woonaocket 

Providence City 

Exeter 



Whole State v,,*, 



Sex. — Of the 50 children born out of the marriage state in Bhode 
Island, during 1883, 26 were males, and 24 were females. 

The proportions were 108.3 males to each 100 females; or 52 males 
and 48 females in each 100 children. 

Color. — The same remarkable disproportion of births of colored 
illegitimate children occurred, during 1883, as in the previous year. 

There are in the State about 42 whites to each colored person, in- 
cluding all shades of race color. The proportion of the colored pop- 
ulation is less than two and one-half per cent, of the whole population, 
while the proportion of colored illegitimate children, born in 1883, is 
thirty per cent. 

Parentage. — Of the 50 illegitimates in 1883, 35 were born of Amer- 
ican mothers, and 15 of foreign born mothers. The colored illegiti- 
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mates, with one exception, were of American parentage. There were 
of the 35 white illegitimates, 21 born of American mothers, and 14 
of foreign born mothers. 

The parentage given is of native born and foreign born, that is, 
mothers born in the United States of foreign bom parents are reckoned 
as pf American parentage. Several of the illegitimates, classed as of 
American parentage, are the grandchildren of foreign born grand 
parents. 

Eighteen, or more than one-third of the illegitimates, were born 
of pauper or criminal mothers, in public, charitable or penal institu- 
tions. 



MARRIAGES, 1883. 



The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island during the year 
1883 was 2,611. This number is 23 less than in 1882, and 139 less 
than in 1881. 

The general statistics of marriage in 1883, in relation to season and 
number in the different divisions of the State, may be found in Table 
IV, on the seventh page. 



SEASON. 



The following Table will show the number and i)ercentage of mar- 
riages in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1883, together 
with the aggregate number and percentage in each quarter for thirty 
years, viz., from 1854 to 1883 inclusive : 

Table \XXI. 



YEARS. 



1883. 



I Naniber. . . 
1 Peri'entaKe . 



vrs. 1854-188S-, 



\ Number 

( Porc«nljij?e. 



First 
Quarter. 



Second 
Quarter. 



Third I Fourtli 
Quarter. ! Quarter. 



Year. 





695 


587 1 


794 


2.611 


ao.49 


20.58 


22.46 

1 


.10.47 


100 00 


i3.d% , 


15,(>46 


14,651 


18,555 ! 


(i2,848 


22.87 


24.89 


23.32 , 


39.52 1 


100.00 



The proportions to the whole number of marriages, of the marriages 
in the several quarters of tlie year, varied somewhat, in 1883, from 
the average of thirty years. 

The proportions were larger in the first, second and fourth quarters, 
and smaller in the third. 

In the general proportions, however, the order followed the rule 
established by thirty years of registration, that is, the largest number 
of marriages were solemnized during the last quarter, the next largest 
number during the second quarter, followed in that order by the third, 
and lastly by the first quarter. 
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NATIVITY OP PERSONS MARRIED. 

The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the last six years, and also for 
the aggregate of live years, from 1878 to 1882 inclusive, and of twenty 
years, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive : 

Table XXXIL 





















BIRTH-PLACE. 


1883. 


1882. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


5 yearn. 
1878-1882. 


20 yean«. 
lffiS-lS77. 














_ 


TuUl. 


ToUl. 


United SUte*» 


1,498 


1,500 


1,088 


1.775 


1,611 


1,465 


7,8n» 


25,874 




709 


689 


623 




407 


498 


2.790 


10,968 


American groom, foreign bride 


m 


942 


244 


202 


809 


181 


1,078 


2.410 






238 


245 


244 


S09 


195 


1,120 


2,750 


Not stated 
















04 


Total 


2.611 


2,034 


2,760 


2,709 




2.824 


12.878 


41,801 



The number of marriages of parties of whom both groom and bride 
were of American birth was considerably less, in 1883, than in any 
one of the previous five years. The number was 72 less than in 1882, 
210 less than in 1881, and 347 less than in 1880. 

And yet the number includes all of American birth whose parents 
were of foreign birth. And, notwithstanding the increase of persons 
of American birth, of both American and foreign parentage, the num- 
ber of marriages of parties of whom both are of foreign birth has 
increased, from year to year, as may be seen by Table XXXIL 

It will be observed that tlie number of marriages of parties (»f whom 
one was of American and the other of foreign birth has not varied 
much, during the last three years. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
eign and mixed marriages, in each of the last six years, and in the 
aggregate of five years, 1878 to 1882 inclusive, and of twenty years, 
1858 to 1877 inclusive: 
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Table XXXIII. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 



Uoitfd States 

Foreign countries. 



1883. 1882. 1881. 1880. 1879. 

... 


1878. 


5 years, 
187a-1882. 


20 years, 
Total. 


54.69 66.95 59.56 U.IO; 63.06 

27.15 25.08: 22.65 19.791 19.49 

18.16 18.03 17.79' 16.11 17.45 


62 60 
21.22 
16.18 


61.25 
21.68 
17.12 


61.38 
26.19 
12.48 


100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

1 1 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



The difference between the percentage of persons married, in 1883, 
of whom both parties were of American birth, and the percentage of 
the same class during each of the previous five years, and also of each 
of the periods of five and of twenty years, as shown in the above 
Table, is significant of a considerable change of sentiment, in at least 
one class, in regard to the contraction of marriage. 

AGES OP PERSONS MARRIED. 

The number of persons married in Rhode Island, during the year 
1883, in the different periods of life, is shown in Table V, on page 
eight. The number of each sex, in each division of age, can also be 
found in the following Table : 

Table XXXIV. 



? 4 



7t MS] m 

m 



I 

i i 

B 3 
9 « 



S B 



— I 

lis' V^l 55 
70 4a\ 18 



73 



^ 3 



m IK i » a 

9 5 2. 



I 



81| 20 14 



Capriciousness of purpose, or sentiment, or some "valuable con- 
sideration," causes a repetition from year to year of marriage between 
persons whose ages greatly differ. During 1883, however, the number 
of such marriages was less than in some previous years. 

The whole number of persons, in each division of ages of both sexes, 
married in Rhode Island, in each of the last eighteen years, that is, 
from 1866 to 1883 inclusive, is presented in the following Table : 

12 
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Table XXXV. 



4 3 
B B 
W 9 



m.. 


6^ 

m 


1.931 


m 






im 


siftf'fc^** <b^ 4^1^ ■ ^ , - . 


m 


ijm 


"'1 




m 


i,m 
















l^f • •V^ 1 • I'l .* 






1.118 m 






m 










7TO 


tan 


1.156 507 

hm m 

1,ll« 175 


1^ 








081 


2r,2 




<ni 


1,741 


iMt ^ 

IJ^ 441 


ffl4| 






Ml 




















1.410 M7 












am. 


i88i , , 








m 



m 
m 

IM 

IBP 
115 

lai 

140 
1H» 

UV 
IM 
l«t 

m 
m 
itt 



Eel » 
it 



M 

ai 

68 

a« 

60 32 a& 

S7l 1ft 

4«| 14 

49: 30 



« s 
3 a 



IS 
18 
It 
11 
It 

« 
13 
It 

B 
Vi 

m 

is' n 



iiB W il 



m m 



ISi 
15 
IB 

11, 

I 

14 



8 

4 .. 
8 

1\. 
8 . 
1 . 
6 

1 . 
1 

V- 

r 

4 

i 

. 1; 

s' 
t' 



9 .... 



£l 1 
1 

iL.. 



1 

ti 
a 
e 
« 
i 
i 
11 
f 
i 



It will be seen, by the above Table, tJiat the number of persons 
contracting marriage, under twenty years of age, has gradually dimin- 
ished, and that, therefore, the decrease in percentage from the increased 
number of the whole, must be more than correspondingly large. 

The following summary will show the whole number of persons 
married, the number of persons married under twenty years of age, 
and the percentages of marriages of persons under twenty years of 
age, during two i)eriod8 of three years each, that is, from 1870 to 
1872 inclusive, and from 1880 to 1882 inclusive, and during 1883 : 



Whole IIUllllMT 

of peraoDH 
married. 

1870 to 1873 14,470 

1880 to 1883 



Number iiurrietl 
under twenty 
years of a^. 
8,887 



.16,80« 1,776. 



Perceotagt* of 
persons married 
under twenty 
years of age. 

15.4 

10.8 



The following exhibit will also give the percentages of whole nam- 
ber of persons of both sexes, married under twenty years of age, in 
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different years, taken at random, and will also show the decline in 
the proportions of the same : 



Yean. Married under 20 years of age. 

1870 .16.9 per cent, of whole numl)er. 

1872 16.6 per cent, of whole number. 

1878 16.8 per cent of whole number. 

1880 12.4 per cent of whole nambcr. 

1883 , 9.6 per cent of whole nnniber. 



PBOPORTION OF SEX. 

The following Table will show the percentages of male% married, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-four years : 

Table XXXVI. 



YEARS. I Under SO. 20 to 28. 26 to 80. 80 to 40. 40 to 60. 'oO A over. Total. 



fl860 


6.0 


42.8 


26.9 


16.3 


5.7 


3.3 


100.00 


1861 


4.6 


44.5 


25.4 


15.6 


5.8 


4.2 


100.00 


\m 


4.2 


37.8 


27.9 


18.3 


.''kO 


5.9 


100.00 


1863 


3.5 


88.0 


29.6 


17.2 


5.8 


5.0 


100.00 


1864 


4.8 


88.8 


273 


17.9 


7.4 


4.8 


100.00 




8.5 


87.0 


28.4 


1H.9 


7.5 


4.7 


ioo.no 




5.8 


40.0 


1 27.0 


16.4 


6.8 


4.1 


100.00 


1867 


4.8 


40.1 


27.9 


16.8 


6.8 


4.1 


100.00 


1868 


4.1 


89.9 


28.2 


17.1 


6.1 


4.6 


ioo.no 


1889 


4.8 


89.6 


27.7 


18.5 


6.1 


8.8 


lOO.OO 


1870 •. 


4.8 


'•40.^ 


28.1 


16.0 


6.4 


4.3 


100.00 


1871 


68 


40.1 


28.9 


16.6 


4.9 


4.3 


100.00 


1872 


4.8 


41.3 


28.2 


16.6 


6.2 


4.4 


100.00 


1878 


3.8 


42.4 


26.7 


17.0 


6.0 


4.1 


100.00 


1874 


4.1 


40.4 


27.2 


17.5 


6.4 


4.4 


100.00 


1876 


3.6 


40.9 


27.8 


17.5 


6.1 


4.2 


100.00 


1876 


6.1 


87.6 


28.6 


17.9 


6.6 


4.3 


100.00 


18n 


4.8 


86.0 


80.2 


18 7 


6.9 


4.9 


100.00 


1878 


8.9 


88.6 


29.0 


18.0 


6.8 


4.3 


10).00 


1879 


8.9 


87.8 


28.8 


19.3 


6.4 


4.8 


100.00 


1880 


8.6 


88.9 


27.6 


19.9 


6.8 


48 


100.00 


1881 


2.8 


87.2 


29.7 


19.6 


6.8 


4.0 


100.00 




2.2 


86.0 


81.4 


200 


6.1 


4.3 


100.00 


.1888 


2.9 


86.2 


81.7 


17.7 


7J8 


i.8 


100.00 
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The following Table will show the percentages of females married, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty-four years : 

Table XXXVIL 











1 












YEARS. 


Under 20. 


20 to 25. 25 to 30. jao to 40. AO to 50. 


60 A over. 


Total. 




'I860 


85.8 


44.1 


17.0 


9.1 


2.6 


1.4 


100.00 




1861 


29.6 


42.0 


15.2 


7.8 


4.1 


..3 ! 


100.00 




1862 


24.9 


41.8 


16.7 


11.8 


4.1 


1.2 


100.00 




1863 


24.9 


42.6 


16.9 


9.8 


4.1 


1.7 


100.00 




1864 


24.2 


43.4 


17.8 


103 


2.9 


1.4 


100.00 




1865 


22.6 


43.3 


19.1 


11.0 


3.5 


1.5 


100.00 




1866 


»4.7 


42.9 


17.4 


11.0 


2.7 


1.8 


100.00 




1867 


25.4 


40.5 


19.3 


10.0 


3.4 


1.4 


100 00 




1868 


24.4 


40.0 


18.1 


11.6 


3.3 


1.7 


100.00 


CD 


1869 


24.1 


40.5 


18.7 


12.1 


3.4 


1.2 


100.00 


N 


1870 


26.8 


39.4 


17.9 


10.8 


3.9 


1.2 


100 00 


y\ 


1871 


24.6 


41.9 


19.1 


10.1 


3.1 


1.2 


100.00 


















t 


1878 


26.7 


40.5 


18.4 


9.9 


2.2 


1.8 


100.00 






25.3 


40.8 


17.6 


12.0 


2.7 


1.7 


100.00 




1874 


26.3 


38.1 


19.8 


11.1 


3.9 


1.8 


100.00 




1875 


23.9 


42.1 


16.8 


11.8 


4.0 


1.4 


100.00 






25.6 


39.8 


17.6 


12.0 


8.7 


1.3 


100.00 




1877 


23.4 


\ 40.4 


18.8 


12.1 


8.6 


1.7 


100.00 




1878 


22.7 


40.4 


19.3 


12.2 


3.8 


1.6 


100.00 






22.8 


: 40.7 


19.4 


12.1 


3.0 


1 «o 


100.00 




1880 


21.1 


44.2 


18.0 


12.0 


a.8 


1.4 


100.00 




1881 


19.0 


1 

, 43.0 


21.5 


11.2 


8.8 


1.6 


100.00 




1882 


16.7 


44.8 


20.9 


12.6 


8.9 


1.1 


100.00 




.1883 


16.2 


. 44.2 


20.6 


13.2 


4.3 


i 1.5 

! 


100.00 



Tables XXXVI and XXXVII show the changes that have taken 
place in the percentages of the sexes, married in the different divisions 
of age, during the last twenty-four years. 

In Table XXXVI it will be seen that the proportion of males mar- 
ried, under 20 years of age, has gradually lessened, with only tempo- 
rary interruptions, from 6.0 per cent, of the whole number of males 
married, in 1860, to 2.9 per cent, of the same class married in 1883. 

It will also be seen, in Table XXXVII, that the proportion of females 
under twenty years of age who have assumed the marital relation, 
during the la^t six years^ is considerably smaller than during the first 
six shown in the Table. 



1883.J 



MARRIAGES. 



97 



MARRIAGES OF PERSONS OF COLOR. 



The number of marriages of persons of color, in Rhode Island, in 
1883, was 70. This includes two marriages of which one of the par- 
ties was white. The number and color of individuals were, therefore, 
138 persons of color, and 2 persons white. The white persons were 
all females. The marriages, however, may be properly classed as 
colored marriages. 

The number reported during 1883, from the different towns, was as 
follows, viz. : 



Providence (iDclodiDg 1 of white and black) 54 

Newport 8 

East Greenwich (including 1 of white and bla< k) 4 

Eaot Providence, 1 
Pawtncket, I 

r 1 each 4 

Charle»town, | 

Westerly, J — 
Total 70 



MARRIAGES OF THE DIVORCED. 



The number of marriages, or persons married, of which one or both 
of the contracting parties had been divorced, is probably somewhat 
larger than the number given below. 

The following exhibit will name the towns from which returns of 
marriage with the item of divorce were given, the whole number of 
divorced persons married, and also whether the second or third mar- 
riage of the divorced groom or bride : 



TOWNS. 



Bristol 

East Greenwich ... 

Middletown 

Newport City 

Providence 

North Kingstown. 

SUte 



6 



1 
1 
1 
5 
108 
4 

115 



1 
1 
1 
2 
50 
3 

67 



."2 



8 
58 
2 

58 



= 1 



1 
1 
1 
2 
47 
1 

68 



cS'O 

2« 



Thi 
< 




Thl 










8 
50 
1 




8 
1 


8 
1 



64 



DIVORCES, 1883. 



The number of applications for divorce in Rhode Island, during 
the year 1883, as ascertained by reports from the clerks of the supreme 
courts of the different counties, was (321) three hundred and twenty- 
one. 

During the year 1883 there were (267) two hundred and fifty-seven 
applications for divorce granted, which were 14 less than in 1882. 

The following Table shows the number of applications for divorce, 
and the number granted, in 1883, in each county of the State ; also 
the causes alleged for the applications. 

Table XXXVIII. 



COUNTIES. 



Bristol 

Kent 

Newport 

Providence. . . 
Washington. . 

Wliole State . 



I < 



s I 
o 

s ! 



6 ; 

15 I 
9 
214 
13 

S67 



"a 
< 



CaUUS ALLSaSD. 



1 f 



4 : 
10 I 



i 



6 
o 





4 






rj. 




144 




10 1 


7 


>.! 


47 



I 

s 



18 
17 
85 
478 
87 



The number of causes alleged as reasons why divorce should be 
granted, in the applications made during 1883, are much less numer- 
ous in proportion than in any previous year. The number, 88 seen in 
the above Table, was 580, as against 649 in 1882. 

It is usual for applieaots to make more than one allegation. Of 
the 580, the aggregate of all the causes alleged in 1883, there were 
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57 for adultery ; 55 for extreme cruelty ; 188 for wilful desertion ; 60 
for continued drunkenness ; 173 for neglect to provide the necessaries 
of life ; and 47 for various forms of gross misbehavior. 

In order to show the actual number of applications, and the num- 
ber of divorces granted in each of the last eleven years, the following 
summary is presented : 



1873 . 

1874 . 

1875 . 
1876 
1877 

1878 . 

1879 . 
1880. 
1881 . 
188S. 
1883. 



Applications 

Tor Divorce. 

261 

276 

227 

.... 254 

257 

.... 258 

255 

.... 347 

850 

389 

821 



Divorces 
Granted. 

.... 178... 

.... 242... 

.... 153... 

.... 196... 

.... 178... 

.... 196... 

.... 246... 

.... 278... 



Applications 
refused or continued 
or withdrawn. 

88 

34 



2n. 
257. 



58 
79 
62 
9 
74 
92 
66 
64 



11 year*, total 3,145.. 



.2,4.58. 



.697 



During the last eleven years the i)roportion of decrees of divorce, 
to whole number of applications, was 78.1 per cent. During 1883 it 
was -80 per cent. 

The number of applications has lessened during the last two years, 
as may be seen in the above Table. 

The proportion of divorces granted, in 1883, to the whole number 
of marriages during the same year, was one divorce to every 10.2 
marriages. 

The proportion of applications for divorce to whole number of mar- 
riages, during the year, was one application to every 8.1 marriages. 

The following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
county, and in the whole State, iii each of the last fifteen years, with 
the proportion of marriages to each divorce granted in each year : 
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Table XXXIX. 





Bristol 
CoQDty. 


Kent 
1 County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence Iwashington 
County. County. 


Whole 
State. 


YEAK8. 


ranted. 


to one 
e. 


ranted. ' 


& 
s 
o 


ranted. 


1 

u 
a 
o 


1 
1 


to one 

e. 


ranted. 


to one 
e. 


ranted. 


to one 






«c 




»2 






O 




O 




O 


• c 






|5 


i 


S O 

tc> 


go 
V 


Is 


S 


II 


S 


■fi 


« 


l> 




o 


arria 

Di 


o 


arria 

Di 


Ivorc 


arria 
Di 


ivorc 


w 

08 


Ivorc 




Ivoro 


—5 

fc 

« 




Q 












Q 








Q 




1860 


10 


10.6 


16 


12.5 


6 


27.7 


120 


13.8 


11 


15.5 


m 


14.1 


1«70 


3 


27.7 


18 


11.8 


6 


26.3 


152 


11.3 


21 


0.3 


200 


11.8 


1871 


5 


16.8 


11 


17.0 


4 


40.7 


123 


13.3 


18 


11.4 


161 


,« 


187i 


8 


1 10.2 


18 


15.7 


8 


22.0 


140 


12.6 


22 


8.0 


20O 


127 


1878 


6 


1 U.t 


22 


0.8 


8 


21.0 


131 


14.8 




33.7 


178 


16.2 


1874 


10 


I 8.0 


SO 


8.0 


6 


200 


100 


10.0 


16 


11.6 


242 


10.5 


1876 


2 


50.0 


18 


8.8 


7 


23.4 


120 


14.0 


11 


20.5 


158 


15.7 


1876 


6 


; 14.6 


16 


12.8 


7 


20.5 


148 


11.1 


20 


8.8 


100 


11.5 


isn 


7 


' 12.0 





16.3 


7 


26.0 


m 


12.4 


21 


0.0 


178 


12.8 


1878 


4 


1 26.0 


11 


13.3 


13 


12.8 


156 


10 


12 


17.3 


106 


11.9 


1879 


5 


18 8 


10 


0.0 


7 


24.1 


105 


01 


20 


0.7 


246 


0.7 


18H0 


8 


12.1 


28 


0.4 


11 


17.6 


206 


0.7 


23 


17.0 


278 


10.1 


1881 


6 


, 20.1 


26 


7.3 


10 


16.0 


207 


10.0 


10 


11.0 


268 


10.4 


1882 


6 


j 16.0 


18 


10.8 


15 


13.0 


221 


80 


11 


16.2 


271 


9.7 


1888...., 


6 


1 15.8 


16 


11.5 





21.2 


S14 


0.2 


13 


13.3 1 


257 


10.9 



The proportion of divorce to marriage iu the whole State, during 
the year 1883, was one divorce to every 10.2 marriages, as before 
stated. The proportion is smaller than in the previous year, by about 
five per cent. 

The proportions in the counties varied, as usual, increasing over the 
previous year in Washington county, and decreasing in all the other 
counties. 

During fifteen years the average proportions of divorce to marriage, 
in the several counties and the State, have been as follows : 



Bristol County One divorce to every 18.8 marriagev. 

Kent County Oue divortre to every 11.8 marria^. 

Newport County Oue divorce to every 28.0 niarriaget. 

Providence County One divorce to every 11.4 marria^. 

Washington County One divorce to every 14.2 nutrriages. 

Whole state One divorce to every 12.1 mmrriagee. 
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It will be seen that in a series of years Newport county has fur- 
nished the least number of divorces, in proportion to the number of 
marriages, and Providence and Kent counties the largest number. 

During the three years from 1869 to 1871 inclusive, the proportion 
was one divorce to every 13.5 marriages. From 18"2 to 1876 inclusive 
it was one divorce to every 13.1 marriages. From 1877 to 1881 in- 
clusive it was oue divorce to every 11 marriages; and from 1882 to 
1883 inclusive' it was one divorce to every 9.9 marriages. 
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DEATHS, 1883. 



The number of deaths that occurred in Rhode Island, during the 
year 1883, according to the returns made to the State Begistrar, was 
five thousand two hundred and eighty-two (5,282). 

As might be expected, the numbers increase from year to year with 
scarcely an exception, taking the whole State, but with some varia- 
tions in the towns. 

The proportion of deaths to living population, in 188^, was one 
death in every 52.4 persons; or 19.1 in each thousand persons, accord- 
ing to the census of 1880. 

This ratio is larger than the real proportion, because of the increase 
of p(»pulation since 18«0. As remarked on a previous page, "Esti- 
mating the population of the State at 295.000 in June, 1888. the pro- 
port on of deaths to population during the year was 17. 9 in each 
thousand, which was somewhat above the average of the previous five 
years." 

8EX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 5,282 persons whose deaths were returned, during the year 
1883, 2,627 were males, and 2,655 were females; the ratio standing at 
99.0 males to each 100 females, or 49.73 males and 50.27 females in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Tables, XL and XLI, show the number and propor- 
tion of males and females among the decedents^ and also among the 
children born in Rhode Island during the ten years 1853 to 1862 in- 
clusive ; also in each of the twenty-one years from 1863 to 1883 inclu^ 
sive, and for the entire period of thirty-one years : 
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Table XL. 



DEATHS. 



10 years, 1868-] 882.. .10,930 males 11,269 females or 96.9 males to 100 females. 

186S 1,621 males 1,686 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,688 males 1,727 females or 94.6 males to 100 females. 

1886. — 1,086 males 1,719 females or 96.1 males to 100 females. 

1866 1,497 males... 1,478 females or 101.5 males to 100 females. 

1867 1,442 males 1,447 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1018. 1,418 males 1,499 females or 94.8 males to 100 females. 

1860. 1,696 males 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870. 1,668 males 1,660 females or 96.2 males to 100 feimales. 

1871 1,021 males 1,728 females or 94.1 males to 100 females. 

1872 .. 2,118 males 2,129 females or 99.4 males to 100 females. 

1878 2.166 males 2,287 females or 96.5 males to 100 females. 

1874. 2,111 males 2,118 females or 99.7 males to 100 femsles. 

1875. 2,106 males 2,209 females or 95.4 males to 100 femtJes. 

1870. 1,909 males 2,147 females or 91.7 males to 100 females. 

1877. 2,182 males 2,818 females or 92.0 luales to 100 females. 

1878. 2,161 males 2,280 females or 94.8 males lo 100 females. 

1879 2,188 males 2,289 females or 96.4 males to 100 females. 

1880 2,866 males 2,468 females or 90 males to 100 females. 

1881 2,467 males 2,559 females or 96 8 males to 100 females. 

1882. 2.487 males 2,567 feiuales ..or 96 5 mass to 100 fe ales. 

1888. T 2,627 males 2,655 females or 99.0 malee to 100 females. 

81 years. 62,022 males 58,760 females or 96.7 males to 100 femalis. 
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Table XLI. 



BIRTHS. 



ears, 186a-1802.. .18,877 males 17,960 femalM or 106.4 males to 100 females. 

i 1,882 males 1,788 females ....or 106.8 males to 800 females. 

A 1,M9 males 1,042 females or 100^ males to 100 females. 

66 2,006 males 1,867 females or 112.9 males to 100 females. 

366 2,546 males 2466 females... or 106.1 males to 100 females. 

i867 2,656 males 2,464 females or 107.7 males to 100 females. 

1866. 2,745 males 2,627 females or 104.6 males to 100 females. 

1860 2,685 males 2,500 females or 104.9 males to 190 females. 

1870 2,670 males 2,686 females or 105.6 males to 100 females. 

1871 2,878 males 2,800 females or 102.8 males to 100 females. 

1872 8.065 males 8,056 females or 100.9 males to 100 females. 

1878 8,185 males 2,867 females or 106.6 males to 100 females. 

1874 8,311 males 8,155 females ..or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

1875 8,862 males 8,146 females or 106.9 males to 100 females. 

1876 8,201 males 8,088 females or 106.8 males to 100 females. 

1877 8,168 males 8,072 females or 108.0 males to 100 females. 

1878 8,402 males 8,812 females or 102.7 males to 100 temales. 

1879 8,260 males 8,091 females or 105.4 males to 100 females. 

1880. 8,241 males 8.064 females or 106.1 males to 100 females. 

1881 8,496 males 8,268 females or 107.2 males to 100 females. 

1882. 8,609 males 8,816 females or 105.8 males to 100 females. 

1888 8,548 males .. 8,496 females or 101.4 males to 100 females. 

81 years 80,806 males 76,060 females or 105.5 males to 100 females. 



Table XL may be presented differeDtly^ that is, in three periods of 
ten years each, the year 1883, and one of thirty-one years^ as follows 

Males. Females. 

DEATHS. 

10 years, 1858-1862 10,980 11,268 or 96 9 males to each 100 fema 

10 years, 186^-1872 16,815 16,689 or 96 males to each 100 femi 

10 years. 1878-1882 22,150 28.197 or 95.6 malfes to each 100 fem 

1 year, 1883 2,627 2,655 or 99 males to each 100 fev 

81 yean 52,0i2 53,760 or 96.7 males to each 100 ff 

By the footings of Tables XL and XLI it will be seen that, d 
• *-*^"-nne years of registration, the proportions of the sexf 
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have died during that time have been 96.7 males to every 100 females ; 
and of the children born, during the same period of time, there have 
been 105.5 males to every 100 females. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
month of the year 1883, and in each division of the State, may be 
found in Table VI, on the ninth page. 

The influence of season upon mortality may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths in each quarter of each of the last five years, and in the aggre- 
gate for thirty-one years, from 1853 to 1883 inclusive : 

Table XLII. 





1888. 1 1888. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1868- 


1883. 


SEASON. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


hi 

a 

a 


Percent. 


Nomber. 


Per cent. 


Nnmber. 


Per cent 


Number. 


i 

£ 


Jannary-March. . . 




28 59 


1,180 


28.28 


1,286 


84,62 


1,216 


25.18 


1,185 


86.48 


84314 


88.46 




i.api 


t5.00 


1,186 


28.24 


1,171 


28.84 


1,149 


23.80 


989 


20.99 


82,889 


81.02 


July-September . . 


1,471 


27.84 


1,448 


28.42 


1,424 


28.88 


1,806 


27.04 


1,174 


86.26 


80,457 


28.79 


October-Dec'mb'r 


1,244 


2,857 


1^ 


25.11 


1,185 


23.66 


1,168 


28.96 


1,174 


86.86 


28,278 


86.78 


ToUl 


5,288 


100.00 


5,074 


100.00 


5,016 


100.00 


4,820 


100.00 


4,472 


100.00 


106,782 


100.00 



The proportion of decedents, in the first quai-ter of 1883, did not 
vary much from the average of the period of thirty-one years. The 
second and fourth quarters varied considerably, while the third differed 
by less than one per cent. 
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Angust and July are the months in which occurs the largest num- 
ber of deaths, in periods of ten years or more. Occasionally, as may 
be seen in Table XLIII, other months take the lead, as when in De- 
cember, 1878, and January, 1879, epidemics of diphtheria and pneu^ 
monia prevailed. 

June and October are the healthiest months in the year, but they, 
sometimes, October in particular, take a moderately prominent posi- 
tion in the death rate scale, as when diseases not immediately fatal, 
occurring in previous months, reach the stage of exhaustion in those 
months. Many cases of consumption drag along through the winter 
and spring, and death occurs in June, because physical vitality is 
utterly spent. The wasting diseases of summer sometimes continue 
until complete exhaustion occurs in October. 

PABENTAGB OF DECEDENTS. 

The number of decedents in 1883, of the two general classes of 
parentage, that is, American and foreign, may be found in Table I, 
on pages 2 and 3. 

Of the whole number of decedents. 5,282. reported in 1883, 2,652 
were of American, and 2,630 were of foreign parentage. 

By the term "foreign parentage" is meant the decedents whose 
fathers were born in s<»me other country and not in the United States. 
The grandchildren of foreign born grandfathers are not reckoned as of 
foreign parentage, if their own fathers were born in the United States. 

There are nine towns which reported a larger number of decedents 
of foreign parentage than of American. 

But four towns reported no decedents of foreign parentage. 

More than three-fourths of th<* decedents in Woonsocket were of 
foreign parentage. 

Among the nine towns reporting a larger nimiber of decedents of 
:Foreign parentage than of .American, are the following, with the pro- 
jportions of the same : 



C?ran8ton 131 of foreign pMrfDtajire to each 100 of American. 

d^omberland 160 of foreign parentage to e«ich 100 of American. 

XJncoln 180 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

^orih Smithfleld 184 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

S'awtucket 189 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

"Woonsocket 909 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

X^ovidence City 123 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 



The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years; 
and in the aggregate for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 1879 in- 
illusive : 
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1688. 


1888. 


1881. 


1880. 


1879. 


1858-1879. 


PABENTAOE. 


1 


a 




e 


1 


a 








a 




a 




S 




1 




S 


8 


S 


i 


J! 
i 




8 ' 


3 




a 







a 




s 








9 


»■ 






& 




Oil 




& 


?5 






a- . 


S2 ; 


£ 




8,858 


50.21 


8,489 


47.87 


8,488 


49 48 


8,517 


5i.l8 


8,891 


51.89 


1 

5S,888{ 


56 85 




8,630 


49 79 


8,645 


68 18 


8.584 


50.58 


8,818 


47.87 


8,178 


48.71 


40,T08j 


48 75 




5,S8S 


100 00 


5.074 100.00 


5,016 


100.00 


4,880 


100 00 


4,471 


1 

100.00 98,084^100.00 



AGR OF DECEDKNTS. 

There may be found in Table I, on pages 2 and 3, the aggregate 
and average age of all the decedents reported in l«83, of each sex, in 
each town and county in the State. 

It will be seen, by that Table, that the average age of all the male 
decedents in 1883 was 33.64 years, and the average age of all the fe- 
male decedents, in the same year, was 37.44 years. 

The average age of all decedents was 35.55 years, which is the 
highest average of any year since the returns of death acquired any« 
thing like completeness in number and detail. 

The following summary will show the average age of each of the 
sexes, and of all, in each of the last six years : 

1888. 1888. 1881. 1880. 1879. 1878. 

Average. Average. Average. Average. Average. Average. 

H alea 88.64 y eara .... 81.88 years .... 80.99 years .... 89.08 years .... 81 .89 years .... 89.08 years . 

Females 87.44 years .... 85.57 years .... 34. 07 years .... 83.06 years ... 88.84 years ....81.11 years . 

Ages of all . . 85.55 years. . . .88.50 years. . . .38.55 years. . . .80.66 years. . . .38.89 years. . . .80.00 yean. 

The average age of decedents has surely increased in Rhode Island, 
during the last twenty-five years, notwithstanding the introduction 
into the State of a large class of population of unsanitary habits and 
prolific of progeny, and of whose children a large proportion die 
early from lack of suitable diet, clothing, cleanliness, and want of 
proper care and attention in health and in sickness. 

For a ready reference the following Table, continued from a previous 
report, will show the whole number of deaths, the average annual per- 
centage of deaths to estimated average population, and average age of 
all decedents during ten years, from 1870 to 1880, in each town and 
in each county in the State. 

It should be stdted that, in estimating the average population dur- 
ing the period of ten years, corrections were made for losses by division 
of territory, and also for gains of population by addition of territory, 
where such changes have occurred. 
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It may be stated, also, that chauges in the character of the popula- 
tion in some of the towns, daring the last half of the ten years, seemed 
to have an influence in the direction of increase of the death rate in 
those towns. 

Table XLV. 



DEATHS. 



TOWNS AND DIVISIONS 
OF THE STATE. 


Whole No. 
Deaths, 
10 years. 

142 
904 
666 


Average to 
population 

one in 

every 

88.46 
64.87 
61.06 


Per cent. 


1 Average 
i Age of 
all. 


Barrinffton 


1.19 
1.65 
1.64 


48.12 
34.66 
81.98 




1.70S 


64.74 


1.54 


88.77 




672 


68.16 


1.47 


40.77 


East Greenwich 


600 


62.40 


1.63 


40.17 




177 


68.42 


1.71 


46.78 


Warwick 


1,461 


79.49 


1.26 


29.16 




2,810 


72.41 


1.88 


85.29 




4S 


116.19 


.86 


61.62 




140 


82.57 


1.21 


53 69 


MiddJetown 


124 


86 61 


1.15 


45.03 




111 


106.88 


.96 


87.39 




216 


87 64 


1.14 


47.82 




286 


78.72 


1.86 


48 05 




918 


86.61 ~ 


1.17 


45.66 




2,041 


68.78 


1.46 


86 51 




2.969 


78.97 


1.85 


39.85 


Barrillville 


677 


77.68 


1.29 


33.92 




1,046 


64.48 


1.82 


87.72 




640 


88 64 


1.18 


80.66 




692 


78.84 


1.86 


28.26 




151 


102.20 


.96 


68.14 




885 


62.09 


1.61 


44.98 


Johnston 


745 


67.10 


1.49 


80.94 




1.576 


66.21 


1.81 


22.14 




118 


69.18 


1.46 


29.60 


North Smithfleld* 


822 


78.17 


1.28 


82 15 




2,062 


65.29 


1.82 


29.81 


Scituate 


647 


74.97 


1.82 


40.89 


Smithlleld.* 


421 


67.86 


1.47 


36.12 




2,698 


51.66 


1.92 


24.49 




18,440 


69.68 


1.60 


29.15 




17,687 


50.24 


1.99 


27.76 


Westerly 


81,027 

161 
169 
892 
668 
602 
299 
603 

2,769 

41,267 


60.60 

69.80 
85.22 
70.41 
68.88 
70.48 
68.46 
80.68 

72.71 

62.60 


1.67 

1.42 
1.17 
1.42 
1.66 
1.41 
1.71 
1.11 

1.87 

1*59 


28.87 

54.88 
61.68 
40.78 
40.76 
48.99 
38.18 
84.66 

40.68 

30.66 



* Nine years. t Six years. t Including deaths in State Institutions. 
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The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also the average of each of five periods of five years each, comprising 
the twenty-five years from 1858 to 1882 inclusive : 

Table XLVI. 



DlYIBIONS OF THE STATI. 



Bristol County 89.84 

Kent County 41.86 

Newport County 40.66 

Providence County Towns . 34.fi6 

Providence City 88.18 

Washington County 47.42 

Whole State 85.55 



1882. 1881. , 1880. 



39.31 37.74 36.48 
39.73 34.46 I 36.54 
37.00 40.08 42.38 
31.83 30.35 1 27 40 
31.88 30.98 ; 29.67 

40.32 41.13 37.82 



83aX) 32.55; 30.86 



1879. 



40.87 
35.15 
37.62 
32.45 



43.44 



32.29 



39.21 
30.60 
99.50 
41.01 



38.68 83.61 35.12 j 84.78 
37.11 36.20 84.77 85.81 



31.84 



40.68 40.04 I 33.54 
28.46 25.26 29.16 
27.19 25.45 28.60 
41.14 I 89.67 I 30.87 

80.28 j 81.66 I 80.75 



ii 



35.56 
Si.15 
35.01 
28.44 
95.78 
84.21 



S9.4S 



Table XLVI shows very conclusively that the average age at death, 
in Rhode Island has advanced during the last twenty-five years. The 
average, in 1883, about thirty-five and a half years ; the average of 
the last three years, about thirty-three and one-half ; the average of 
the last five, about thirty- three years; as against the average of about 
twenty-nine and one-half years, during the first five years of the long 
period, and thirty and three-fourths years, during the second five years 
of the long period. 



PERCENTAGE OF DECEDENTS BY DIFFEBENT AGES. 



In Table VII, on pages 10 to 15 inclusive, will be found the number 
of deaths in 1883, in each town and each county, of each sex, and in 
each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of deaths 
in each division to the population of the same, by the census of 1880. 

The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages, to whole number of deaths, in each of the last six 
years, and in the aggregate for three periods ; one of ten years and 
seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1862, inclusive ; 
one of ten years, from 1863 to 1872 inclusive ; and one of ten years, 
from 1873 to 1882 inclusive : 
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Ill 



1 aod under ^ . . 



S uitl undE-r 10 , ... 

]0ui4 uodtrtE^ ........ 

Ita4' Attlir «» A . 

SO iind nniler 4<i 

40 vid acder flO . ,^.4 

60 and utidpr 70 

uid uiM3«r 60 



44 



19.7 
5.3 



itek........ 



10L8 

a.4 

&1 



6M 

TJ 

8.i 

fi.ft 



6.4 7.0 fl.M 8.1 

10.1 m 



4.fi 
fi.4 



t.9 
4Ji 

"I 

7.e 

9.4 

IS 



100.0 



6.8 
4.B 

7.4 

10.0 

&6 
1.B 



100.0 



6.1 

|yi 

7.fl 

7.e 

7.0 



OS 



7.e 
a.4 



100.0 



94.0 

G.0 

7.8 

aj 

7J 

g.i 
as 

Bui 
1.1 



100.0 



j lOjoiit. 
1«S. 



iSJt 

7.11 

li;7 

4.e 

&f 

8.1 
7.1 
7J 

a.4 

1.1 

100.0 



! 10 yv^^tf^, 
7 mouLhi. 



m 

S.B 

ao 

8,7 
7^ 

1.1 

7^ 
IIIOUO 



The proportion of deaths of persons under five years of age, 27.6 
per cent., in 1883, was unprecedented in the whole period of registra- 
tion since 1852. The average of a period of thirty years previous was 
35.2 per cent. The average of five years previous was 33.2 per cent, 
rrhe absence of epidemics of cholera infantum, diphtheria, scarlatina, 
«tc., throughout the State, except for short periods and few localities, 
can alone account for the fact. 

The proportion, too, of deaths of persons over sixty years of age, 
xnore than 28 per cent., is unprecedently large. The average of thirty 
jrears was 22.1 per cent. 



COLOaBD DECEDENTS. 



The number of decedents of color, in Rhode Island in 1883, was 
166. 

There were 21 more than in 1882. 

They occurred in the different towns as follows : 
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8 each., 



Providence City ISO 

Newport City K 

Cranston, State Institotions 6 

Bristol, 
Warwick. 
Pawtnckct, 
Soutli Kiagstown. 
East Providence, ] 
Warren, 



• 2 each 4 



Scitnate, 

North Kingstown. 



1 each. 



Total. 



166 



Sex. — There were, of the 166 decedents of color, 78 males and 88 
females. 

Season. — These 166 deaths were in the different months as follows : 



Months. Deaths. 

January 13 

Febniary 10 

March 15 



Months. 
April.... 
May .... 
June 



Deaths. 
.......17 

. 13 

14 



Months. 
July .... 
August. . 



Deaths. 

18 

18 



September 13 



1st Quarter 38 8d Quarter 44 8d Quarter 47 4th Quarter 37 

First six months, 82: Second six months, 84. Total, 166w 



Months. Deaths. 

October 17 

November 8 

December 12 



The following summary will show the proportions, to the whole col- 
ored population, of each of the events of birth, marriage and death 
of colored persons, during the six years from 1878 to 1883 inclusive : 



1878. . 
1879. 
1880. 
1881 . 
1882. 
1888 . 



One birth 
in every 
... 36.4.... 



.89.6. 



.47.1. 



.34.3. 



.36.8. 
.88.4. 



One person 
married in every 
89.2 



.51.4. 



.43.3. 



.89.2. 



.44.6. 
.68.3. 



One death 
in every 
40 J8 



.87.8 
44.0 
.86.4 
.45.4 
.89.7 



The following exhibit will show the number of births, marriagee 
and deaths among the colored population of Bhode Island, in each of 
the last twenty-three years, from 1861 to 1883 inclusive, and also the 
aggregates of the same : 
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COLORED POPULATION. 



97 births 80 maiTiafi;e8 109 deaths. 

96 births 98 marriAges 90 deaths. 

78 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

60 births 86 marriages 191 deaths. 

87 births 51 marriages 189 deaths. 

124 births 66 marria^res 198 deaths. 

144 births 61 marriages 106 deaths. 

147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

186 births ? 70 marriages 188 deaths. 

158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

171 births 76 marriages 184 deatlis. 

168 births 60 marriages 160 deaths. 

170 births 80 marriages 161 deaths. 

156 births 76 marriages 169 deaths. 

170 births 60 marriages 156 deaths. 

168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

159 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

140 births 76 marriages 158 deaths. 

192 births 84 marriages 186 deaths. 

179 births 74 marriages 146 deaths. 

197 births 52 marriages 166 deaths. 



8,814 births 2,472 marriages deaths. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1883. 



The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1883, may 
be found in Tables YIIT, IX, X and XII. The whole number of 
deaths, as previously stated, was 5,282. The number of which the 
cause of death was reported was 5,096, and the number of which the 
cause was not stated was 186. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1883, in each 
large division of the State, and the number and proportion in each 
dirision of which the cause was reported unknown : 

Table XLVIII. 



1868. 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
Coanty 
Towns. 


Newport 
City. 


Providence 
Connty 
Towns. 


ProTldence 
City. 


It 


Whole btate. 




908 


ao8 


119 


811 


1,770 


9^857 


m 






6 


19 


7 




114 


6 


18 


186 




40.4 


16.9 


17.0 


14.1 


lft.8 


88S.8 


17.0 


98.4 



It is yery gratifying to be able to remark that the proportion of 
deaths returned, during 1883, with cause of same unknown, was less 
than during any year since the commencement of systematic registra- 
tion. There were 186, as against 282 in 1882. There were three deaths 
returned as sudden with name of cause, which could not be pathologi- 
cally correct, and probably did not express the informers' meaning. 
They were included among the unclassified in Table X. 
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Table XLIX. 

Showing the proportion of deaths reported^ with cause unknown/^ 
in each division of the State, and in the whole State, in each of 
the last twenty-one years, from 186S to 188S inclusive. 



TEABS. 



1868, Ooe in. 
1864«One in. 
1866, One in. 
1866«Oneln. 
1807, One in. 
1868, One in.. 
1809, One in.. 

1870, One in.. 

1871, One in . 

1872, One in.. 
1878, One in.. 

1874, One iu . . 

1875, One in.. 

1876, One in.. 

1877, One in.. 
1378, One in.. 
1870, One in.. 

1880, One in. 

1881, One in.. 

1882, One in.. 
1888. One in.. 



It 

4| 



16.5 
57.0 
M.8 
168.0 



88.2 
41.2 



151.0 
18.8 



54.0 
55.0 
11.5 



82.1 
16.6 
21.0 
2040 
87.6 
40.4 



Kent 
Connty. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence , 
County 1 
Towns. 


1 

Providence i 
City. 


g 

k 

¥ 


1 

Whole SUte. | 


11.2 


25.5 


6.0 


1 

46.7 


1 

24.7 


14.7 


12.6 


11.6 


a5 


45.7 


47.6 


16.1 


27.4 


18.4 


8.2 


65.0 


82.0 


16.4 


11.4 


22.4 


0.5 


45.0 


28.8 


17.8 


18.6 


84 JS 


7.4 


64.0 


14.8 


14.8 


5.0 


20.8 


5.2 


46.2 


10.1 


10.1 


5.8 


58.8 


5.8 


88.6 


16.1 


11.8 


10.8 


28.6 


11.8 


00.2 


26.0 


28.6 


81 J2 


7.0 


a4 


88.6 


0.8 


18.0 


5.8 


10.0 


6.8 


72.8 


0.8 


11.8 


16.0 


25.4 


0.8 


lOt.5 


27.5 


20.8 


15.2 


14Ji 


17J8 


78.7 


21.2 


27.8 


7.4 


15.6 


18.7 


01.2 


11.0 


200 


7.0 


18.5 


0.0 


124a> 


22.8 


10.8 


17.7 


0.7 


11.0 


828.0 


16.0 


28.2 


7.4 


0.0 


18.7 


124.2 


21.7 


21.1 


0.2 


12.4 


0.5 


225.1 


8.6 


17.6 


28.5 


18.5 


ia5 


122.8 


17.8 


20.7 


18.0 


11.2 


7.8 


148.0 


6.5 1 


14.4 


11.6 


10.0 


10.6 


187.0 


7.7 ' 


18.8 


15.0 


15.0 


15.8 


802.8 


1 

17.0 • 

1 


28.4 



The following summary will show the proportion of all deaths re- . 
ported with cause unknown, to whole number of deaths^ in each of the 
several divisions, during the last twenty-one years : 



Bristol County One death, cawe unhkown^ In every 40.0 decedents. 

Kent Connty One death, cau«e unknoton, in every 16.0 decedent*. 

Newport Connty One death, caute unknown^ in every 17.0 decedents. 

Providence County Towns One death, catiM unknof€n^ in every decedents. 

Providence City One death, cause unknouftiy in every 110.1 decedents. 

Washington County One death, cause unknown^ in every lao decedents. 

Whole State One death, cause unknown, in every 18.0 decedcots. 
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The proportion of deaths in the whole State, reported with cause 
unknown during the first ten of the above twenty-one years, that is, 
from 1863 to 1872 inclusive, was one in every 14.8, or six and seven- 
tenths in each hundred decedents. 

During the eleven following years, that is, from 1873 to 1883 inclu- 
sive, the proportion of deaths returned, with statement of cause un- 
known, was one in every 20.6, or four and eight-tenths of each hundred 
decedents. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Island, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of the last five years ; and also the aggregates and 
proportions of the same causes of death, for thirty years and seven 
months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1882 : 



15 
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As usaal, consumption leads all other diseases as a cause of death, 
during 1883. The number increases from year to year with scarcely 
any variation, unless the proportion of deaths from that cause to the 
population be excepted. It has been shown, in the last two Reports 
on Registration, that the ratio to the living population has diminished 
during the last fifteen years. 

Pneumonia is a second leading cause in nearly every year, the ex- 
ceptions occurring only when some contagious disease has large and 
fatal epidemic prevalence. 

Diseases of the heart have gradually increased in proportion as well 
as in number, and, during 1883, for the first time, have been the third 
largest cause of mortality. 

Fevers, also, as a cause of death, were unusually prominent, during 
1883. The proportion is larger than during any year since 1865, when 
they were third in the order of largest mortality. 

Other changes will appear, on consultation of the Table on the pre- 
Tious page. 

In the following Table will be found a summary of facts connected 
with twenty leading causes of death, in 1883 : 
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COMMENTS. 

In the following remarks upon several of the principal causes of 
death, in Rhode Island, during the year 1883, an alphabetical order 
will be followed, as presented in Table LI. 

DEATHS FR03f ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deaths from accidental causes of all kinds, reported 
in Rhode Island, in 1883, was 153. This number is 13 less than in 
1882. 

Of these 153 deaths 18 were from burns and scalds ; 27 by drowning ; 
21 from falls; (> from poisoning; 16 from railroad accidents; 12 from 
asphyxia, and 53 from accidents too numerous to 8i)ecify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accident 117 were males, and 36 
were females ; 61 were of American, and 92 were of foreign parenbige. 

Of the sexes the proportion was 76 per cent, of male decedents, to 
24 per cent, of female decedents. Of parentage, 66 per cent, was of 
foreign, and 34 per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each division of the year was as follows : 

First Quarter 32 Tbird Quarter 51 

Second Quarter 34 Fourth Quarter 36 

FirPt half 66 Second half 

Whole Year 153 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
were divided as follows : Under 5 years, 23 ; 5 and under 10, 15 ; be- 
tween 10 and 20, 20 ; between 20 and 40, 29 ; between 40 and GO, 31 ; 
over 60, 34 ; and 1, age not stated. 

In regard to sectional divisions of the State, 4 of the deaths from 
accidental causes were in Bristol county ; 8 in Kent county ; 9 in New- 
port county ; 3 in Washington County, and 129 in Providence county. 

The whole number of deaths from accidental causes, in 1883, in 
proportion to the tvhole number of deaths from specified causes, in the 
State, was about three per cent. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 275 deaths from apoplexy and paralysis in Rhode Island, 
in 1883, according to the returns. The number reported is 10 more 
than in the year 1882, and 31 more than in 1881. 

The following Table will present some of the social and local rela- 
tions of apoplexy and paralysis, as causes of death, daring the last 
nineteen years : 
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Table LII. 

Showing the whole number and percentage of the Deaths in the State, 
from Apoplexy and Paralysis combined; and also the Sex and 
Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 
number of the same in each of the Counties, 
from 1865 to 1883 inclusive. 



IRS... 

1874... 

1875... 

1876... 

1877... 

1878... 

18741... 

1880.. 

1881 .. . 

1882... 



APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 



4,441 1 
4,4T2 
4,839| 
5,016! 
5,074 
5,282 



II 



I 

124 

„,| 

117| 
13o| 
156; 
125, 
134| 
156 
166 
165 
181 
188, 
220 
215 

265 
275 



4.01 I 

4.07 

4.23 

4.92 

4.67 

4.86 I 

5.22 

5.22 



PARENTAOI. 



2.9a 

8.09 
4.29 
8.81 i , 
3.46 ' I 
4.32 . ; 

4.66 ; j 

2.97 ,1 
3.04 ! 
3.69 I 
3.61 i 



52 
46 
69 
56 

65, 
68, 
73 
62 
59 1 
84| 
79 
79 

«ri 

104 
114 
109 
116 

139' 
138| 



63 
75 

1 1 

72 

1 1 
87 I 

86 

J 

I 

&1 

I 

106 

I 

106 
128' 

H 

137; 



81 
8O; 

101 
86 
92 

105 

113 
96 

109 

i 

120 

183 

I 

180 
123j 
145; 
146 

I 

157 1 
170: 



DIVISIONS OF TUB HTATB. 



I «5 



r 



I 

168| 
192' 



•V 

12|i 
23; 
25 
26 



Total 77,030 3,164 4.02 



1.561 1,585 2,347 

I II i 



9 
8 
9 
9 
12 
14 
10 
17 
9 
14 

13 
10 
12 
12 
18 
1 

15 
11 

226 



8 
5 
9 
6 
13 
10 
17 
9 
8 
10 
13 
11 
10 
16 

y 

13 
15 
29 
28 



2;^9 3.S8 



23 
24 
85 
27 
20j 
39 
40! 
27: 
26 
42 
46 
45 
52 

«' 

71 
71 

70 

"i 

75 



29. 
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An inspection of the above Table will show, ver}- conclusively, that 
apoplexy and paralysis, as causes of death, have gradually and almost 
regularly acquired a greater prominence. 
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From a percentage of less than three per hundred of all caases of 
death, in 1865, the proportion has increased to about five and one- 
quarter per hundred, during the last two years. 

Table LIIl. 

Showing the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis, in etu^h 
of the last nineteen years. 
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It may be of interest to show the proportion of deaths from apo- 
plexy and paralysis, in 1883, to the population of the different sections 
of the State in 1880. 
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PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

Bristol Coanty One In every 1,086 persons. 

Kent County One in every 786 persons. 

Newport County One in every 1,099 persons. 

Providence County Towns One in every 1,SM0 persons. 

Providence City One in every 888 persons. 

Washin^n County One in every 1,088 persons. 

Whole State One in every 1,005 persons. 

DISEASES OF THE BRAIN. 



Under the head of "Diseases of the Brain," in Table LI, there are 
included all those diseases returned as "Cerebral Meningitis," "Cere- 
britis," "Congestion/' "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the Brain." 

The whole number, 179, is 6 more than in the previous year. 

The proportions of deaths from these causes to whole number of 
deaths from all causes, during each of the laert six years, are as follows : 

1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1888. 

8.80 per cent. 8.72 per cent. 8.49 per cent. 8.57 per cent. 8.60 per cent 8.40 per cent. 

Of the 179 decedents, 93 were males, and 86 were females. In re- 
gard to parentage, 94 were of American, and 85 of foreign parentage. 
The deaths in the different seasons of the year were as follows : 

First Quarter 86 Third Quarter Sfi 

Sf cond Quarter 80 Fourth Quarter 41 

First half 86 Last half 98 

Whole number. 179 

The largest number of deaths from diseases of the brain have usu- 
ally occurred in the third quarter of the year. 

Brain diseases occur largely in children. Of the 179 decedents 
from those causes, in 1883, S-k were under five years of age, and 102 
were under ten yeara of age. 

BRONCHITIS. 

The number of decedents, in 1883, whose deaths were reported as 
having been caused by bronchitis, was 111. This is a larger number 
than was ever before returned in a single year. 

Of the 111 decedents, 56 were males, and 55 were females; or at 
the rate of 101.8 males to each 100 females. 

In relation to parentage, 51 were of American, and 60 of foreign 
parentage. 
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Table LIV. 

Showing the whole number of decedents in the State from Bronchitis, 
with the percentage of whole number of deaths, the sex, paren- 
tage, and localities of occurrence, during each of the 
nineteen years from 1865 to 1883 inclusive. 
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Bronchitis has acqnired considerable prominence as a cause of death, 
because of the gradually increasing number reported in the returns 
during the last ten years. 

Remarks at some length, in relation to the reported increase and 
some of the causes thereof, were made in the Thirtieth Registration 
Report. 

Fifty-six, or more than one-half of the decedents from bronchitis 
in 1883, were under five years of age. 
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CANCER. 

The decedents whose deaths were reported as caased by cancer, used 
as a generic term, and including various kinds, and in all localities, 
numbered 169. 

The percentage of whole number of deaths, in 1883, was 3.20; in 
1882 it was 2.75 ; in 1881 it was 2.90; as against 2.72 in 1880, and 
2.96 in 1879. 

The varieties of cancer, as reported, may be found in Tables VIII 
and IX, on pages 17, 18, 27 and 28. Tliey are classed in Table X as 
follows : Cancer in various localities, or cancer (various), 95 ; cancer 
of the breast, 21 ; of the stomach, 26 ; of the uterus, 27. 

In 1883 the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows : 

Pirn Quartrr 86 Third Quarter 41 

Second Qiuirter 54 Pourth Quarter 38 

First haJf 90 Laithalf 79 

Whole number 109 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Under the head of Child-birth," are included puerperal fever, 
puerperal convulsions, and whatever causes that can only occur as 
the result of child-birth. 

The number reported in 1883 was 58 ; 46 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth, including metritis, &c., 1 from puer- 
peral convulsions, and 11 from puerperal fever. 

Of the whole number, 26 were of American, and 32 of foreign pa- 
rentage. 

During the year 1883 the deaths occurred as follows : 

Pir»l Quarter 8 Second Quarter 2t 

Third Quarter 14 Pourth Quarter 14 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths from cholera infantum, according to the re- 
turns for 1883, was 242. 

Of the 242 decedents, 124 were males, and 118 were females ; or 105 
males to every 100 females. 

Of parentage, 104 were of American, and 138 of foreign parentage; 
or of foreign to every 100 of American parentage. 

In proportion to the population, by the census of 1880, the deaths 
occurred in the different divisions of the State as follows : 
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Bristol County One in every MO pertons. 

Kent County One in every 2,966 persotM. 

Newport County One In every 1,090 persons. 

Providence County Towns One in every 1,067 persons. 

Providence City One in every 971 persons. 

Washington County One in every 4,499 persons. 

Entire State One in every 1,148 persons. 

The following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents ; and 
the number in each of the larger divisions of the State^ in each of 
the last nineteen years : 

Table LV. 
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There have been 4,213 decedents from cholera infantam, in Rhode 
Island, during the last nineteen years, or a yearly average of 222. 

Of these there were 108.6 male decedents to every 100 female dece- 
dents ; and 123 decedents of foreign parentage to every 100 of Amer- 
ican parentage. 



CONSUMPTION. 

The decedents from consumption, in Rhode Island, in 1883, num- 
bered 766. This number ia 29 larger than in 1882, and 60 larger than 
in 1881. 

Sex. — Of these 766 decedents, 358 were males, and 408 were females ; 
or 114 female decedents to every 100 male decedents; or 46.73 males 
and 53.27 females in every 100 decedents from consumption. 

Parentage. — The parentage was as follows : American, 286 ; foreign, 
480 ; or 168 of foreign parentage to every 100 of American ; or 62.67 
of foreign and 37.33 of American parentage in every 100 decedents. 

During the ten years from 1872 to 1881, inclusive, the whole num- 
ber of deaths from consumption, as reported, was 6,333. Of this 
number 2,963 were of American, and 3,370 were of foreign parentage. 

The proportions were, therefore,as follows : 113.7 of foreign paren- 
tage to every 100 of American ; or 46.8 of American parentage, and 
53.2 of foreign in every 100 decedents. 

Notwithstanding the increase of population of American parentage, 
the number of deaths from consumption, in that class, from year to 
year, has not only not increased, but has steadily diminished. 

The following summary will show the number of decedents from 
consumption, in each class of parentage, in each of the last nine years, 
that is, from 1875 to 1883 inclusive : 

Tears. 1875 

American Parentage 318 

Foreign Parentage 887 
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Season, — The months in which occurred the largest number of 
deaths from consumption, in 1883, were as follows: May> 79; April, 
78 ; November, 75 ; December, 71. Of the least number by months 
there were 57 in February; 54 in August; and 51 each in July and 
September. 

The number occurring in each of the quarterly periods, during 
1883y may be found in the following summary : 
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First Quarter 184 Third Quarter 1U 

Secoud Quarter 819 Fourth Quarter 807 

First Half 408 Second Half 868 

Total ...766 

Ages, — During 1883, of the 766 decedents from consumption, 250, 
or nearly one-third, were between the ages of 20 and 30, and 150, or 
nearly one-fifth, were between the ages of 30 and 40. 

It will be seen that consumption is most destructive of life between 
the twentieth and fortieth years of age. 

In order to show more concisely the relation of age to mortality 
from consumption, the following synopsis is presented : 

No. of Deaths. 



Under 10 yeans of age 28 

Between 10 and 80 yeara 84 

Between 80 and 80 yeara 250 

Between 80 and 40 years 150 

Between 40 and 60 years 101 

Between 60 and 70 years 114 

Over 70 years 82 

Not stated 7 

Total 786 



Locality. — There is a very considerable difference in the proportion 
of deaths from consumption to the whole number of deaths from 
known causes, in different years in the same locality, as well as in 
different localities in the same year and in different years. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported known 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption 
to the same, in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the 
whole State, in each of the last seventeen years, and in the aggregate 
for a period of twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive : 
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It will be seen, in Table LVI, how changeable are the numbers and 
percentages of deaths from consumption, in different years, in the 
different localities of the State. 

In Bristol county the proportion in 1883, 9.64 per cent., was the 
smallest of any county in the State, and smaller than in any one of 
the last seventeen years, with two exceptions. The difference between 
19.67 per cent., in 1882, and 9.64 per cent., in 1883, is quite remark- 
able. 

In Kent county the proportion, 13.78 per cent., is smaller than 
usual, being but little more than two-thirds the average proportion 
of a period of twenty years. During the lust ten years Kent county 
has been reporting a gradually lessening proportion of deaths from 
consumption. 

Newport county has varied the least from year to year, in the per- 
centage of deaths from consumption, of any locality in the State. 
There were, in 1883, about thirteen and three-fourths deaths from 
consumption in every one hundred decedents from known causes. 

In Providence county towns the proportion, 15,62 per cent., is 
rather larger than in the previous year, but the variations have not 
been large during the last seven years. The larger the population the 
less the variation from one year to another, as a general rule. 

The remarks last made, in reference to Providence county towns, 
will apply equally well to Providence city. The proportion, 15.48 
per cent., in 1883, is about one-quarter of one per cent, smaller than 
in 1882, and the proportions have not largely varied during the last 
twelve years. 

Washington county has, in years back, reported a larger proportion 
of deaths from consumption than any other locality in the State, with 
the occasional exception of Kent county, but during the last four 
years the proportion has diminished very considerably. The percen- 
tage in 1883, 15.40, was larger than in any one of the preceding three 
years. 

In the whole State the proportion, 15.03 per cent., was only about 
one-third of one per cent, smaller than in 1882. 

CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION TO POPULATION. 

In the twenty-ninth and thirtieth reports on registration of births, 
marriages and deaths, the subject of the proportion of number of 
decedents from consumption, to whole number of living population, 
was treated at considerable length. 

At this time, nearly five years since a census of the population of 
the State was taken, a calculation of such proportion can only be 
approximately correct. It is not proposed, therefore, in this report^ 

17 
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because of the nearness of the time in which another census of the 
State will be taken, to make extended remarks on that subject, giving 
simply the proportions for 1883, accordihg to the population in 1880, 
and a summary partly from a previous report. 

During the year 1883, computing the proportions on the basis of the 
census of 1880, the results of which it will be understood are some- 
what larger than the actual population during the year would warrant, 
the proportions are found as follows : 



1883. 

Bristol Coanty. One death from consumption in every S80 persona. 

Kent Connty One death from consnmptiou in every 518 persona. 

Newport Connty One death from consumption in every 440 persona. 

Providence County Towns One death from consumption in every 80t persona. 

Providence City One death from coneumption in every 280 peraons. 

Washington Connty One death from consumption in every 708 persona. 

State One death from consumption in every 861 peraons. 



CONSUMPTION. PROPORTION BY PARENTAGE. 



The proportion for 1883 may be shown in a general way as follows : 

Decedents 
from coneumption Of population 
Population, 1880. in 1888. one in every In every 1.000 

American parentage 189,117 886 466 £.06 

Foreign parentage 187,414 480 886 8.48 

There were, in every 10,000 of the living population of American 
parentage, 20.6 deaths from consumption, and in every 10,000 of the 
population of foreign parentage there were 34.9 deaths from con- 
sumption. 

CROUP. 



There were 71 decedents from croup, in Rhode Island, in 1883. 
There were 77 in 1882, and 101 in 1881. As a cause of death croup 
has diminished in importance during the last twenty years. 

Sex, — Of the 71 decedents from croup, in 1883, there were 32 males 
and 39 females, a proportion of 82 males to each 100 females, which 
is not in accordance with the rule of twenty-five years. 

Parentage. — There were 33 decedents of American parentage* and 
38 of foreign parentage. The proportions were in the ratio of 116 of 
foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 
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Age, — There were 12 of the decedents under one year of age, 19 of 
one year and under two, 28 of two years and under five, and 10 be- 
tween five and ten. 

Of the 71 deaths from croup, 60 occurred in Providence county. 

DIARRHOEA AND DYSENTERY. 

There were 182 decedents from diarrhoea and dysentery, in 1883. 

Sex, — Of the 182, 86 were males, and 96 were females, or in the 
ratio of about 90 males to each 100 females. 

Parentage, — There were, of the 182 decedents, 88 of American pa- 
rentage, and 94 of foreign parentage, or a proportion of 106 of foreign 
parentage to every 100 of American. 

Age, — There were 93 of the decedents from diarrhoea and dysentery 
under 5 years of age, and there were 34 over 70 years of age, leaving 
55 only for all the years between 5 and 70. 

Locality, — Of the 182 decedents 149 were in Providence county. 

Season, — There were 111 of the deaths from diarrhoea and dysentery 
that occurred during the months of July, August and September. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The number of deaths from diphtheria, in 1883, was 95, which is a 
less number than in any year since 1875. 

Sex, — Of the 95 decedents 39 were males, and 56 were females, or 
a proportion of 143 females to each 100 males. 

Parentage, — There were 45 of American, and 50 of foreign paren- 
tage, a proportion of about 47.4 of American and 52.6 of foreign in 
each 100 decedents. 

Season. — There were 24 deaths from diphtheria in the first quarter, 
19 in the second quarter, 24 in the third quarter, and 28 in the fourth 
qnarter. 

Age, — There were 58 under five years of age, and 31 between five 
and ten. 

Locality, — Of the 95 decedents 80 were in Providence county, 7 in 
Kent county, 4 in Washington county, 3 in Newport county, and 1 in 
Bristol county, 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

For the purpose of comparison of the two diseases, from year to 
year, the following Table will show the number of deaths and the sex 
of the decedents in Rhode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in 
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each of the seyen years from 1858 to 1864 inclasiye, and also the nam- 
ber, the sex and the parentage of the decedents from croup and from 
diphtheria^ in each' of the last nineteen years, from 1865 to 1883 in- 
clusiye : 

Table LVII. 
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During the twenty-six years the whole number of deaths from croup 
was 1,906, and the number from diphtheria was 3,043. 

For every 100 deaths from croup there were 159 deaths from diph- 
theria. 

GROUP. SEX AKD PA RENTAGE. 

The proportions of the sexes of the decedents from croup, in the 
aggregate of twenty-six years, were as follows : To every 100 female 
decedents there were 103. 4 male decedents ; or 51 males and 48 females 
in every 100 decedents. 

During the nineteen years from 1865 to 1883 inclusive the decedents 
from croup, of American parentage, numbered 581, and of foreign pa- 
rentage 808. To every 100 decedents of American parentage there 
were 139 of foreign parentage; or 41.8 of American and 58.2 foreign 
in every 100 decedents. 

DIPHTHERIA. SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

Of the 3,043 decedents from diphtheria, in the aggregate of twenty- 
six years, there were 1,441 males and 1,602 females; a proportion of 
111.2 females to every 100 males; or 52.7 females and 47.3 males in 
every 100 decedents. 

Of the parentage of the decedents from diphtheria, during the last 
nineteen years, 1,258 were of American, and 1,156 of foreign paren- 
tage. There were 108.8 of American to every 100 of foreign; or 
52.1 of American and 47.9 of foreign parentage in every 100 decedents. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season, in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, taken from the last report, 
in which these diseases may also be compared with scarlatina, to which 
they bear resemblance in some respects. The Table will give the whole 
number of deaths in each month during the periods named, and the 
average monthly and quarterly percentages of deaths, from each dis- 
ease : 
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Table LVIII, 
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FEVERS, TYPHOID, &C. 

The number of decedents, whose deaths were returned as having 
been caused by " fever " of some form, was 258. Deaths from puerperal 
fever are not included. This number is largely in excess of that of 
any preceding year. It is 29 Urger than in 1882, and 115 larger than 
1881. 

The term *'fever" includes the following types of febrile diseases, 
as may be seen in Table VIII, on page 30 : "fevers," 7 ; "bilious, 1 ; 
"intermittent," 1 ; "malarial," 6 ; " typho-malarial," 4 ; "remittent," 
1; "typhoid," 237; "typhus," 1. 

The following Table exhibits, for each of the last nineteen years, 
the whole number of deaths in the State; the number and the per- 
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centage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents from fevers, and 
the number in each division of the State : 



Table LIX. 
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The percentage of deaths from fever, in 1883, in proportion to total 
mortality, was larger than in any year since 1865. 

Sex. — Of the 258 decedents 146 were males, and 112 were females ; 
or a proportion of 130 males to every 100 females. 

During the period of nineteen years, 1865 to 1883 inclusive, the 
proportions of the sexes of the decedents from "fever," in Rhode 
Island, were 100.7 females to every 100 males, or about an equal num- 
ber in every 100 decedents. 
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Parentage, — There were 117 decedents from fever, of American pa- 
rentage, in 1883, and 141 of foreign parentage, a proportion of aboat 
55 of foreign and 45 of Americans in every 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, 
in each division of ages, in each of the last nineteen years, in the 
State of Rhode Island : 

Table LX. 
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Of the 2,888 decedents from fever, during the last nineteen years, 
1,110 were under 20 years of age, and 1,089 were between 20 and 40 
years of age. There was, therefore, about 38 per cent, of the dece- 
dents under 20 years of age, and about the same per cent, between 20 
and 40, or about 76 per cent, of the whole uamber o( deoedeats were 
under 40 years of age. 
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DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

The number of decedents from diseases of the heart, as reported in 
1883, was 325. The number is 70 more than that of 1882. 

Sex. — There were 167 male decedents, and 158 female decedents; a 
proportion of 105,7 males to every 100 females. 

Parentage. — Of the 325 decedents from diseases of the heart, in 
1883, there were 159 of American parentage, and 136 of foreign, a 
proportion of 117 of American parentage to every 100 of foreign. 
This is in accordance with the invariable rule of the whole period of 
registration. 

The following Table exhibits, for each of the last nineteen years, 
1865 to 1883 inclusive, the whole number of deaths in the State; the 
number and percentage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents 
from diseases of the heart, and the number of the same in each division 
of the State : 
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Table LXI. 



YEARS. 
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Sex, — Of the 3,401 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in 
tlie last nineteen years, 1,765 were males, and 1,636 were females ; or 
107.8 males to each 100 females. 

Parentage. — The remarkable difference in the proportion of deaths 
from diseases of the heart, in the American and foreign parentage, in 
tlie above Table, will scarcely fail to be noticed. 

Of the 3,401 decedents, during nineteen years, 2,142 were of Amer- 
can parentage, and 1,229 of foreign. 

The proportions would therefore stand as follows : 

To every 100 of foreign parentage there were aboat 174 of American ; 
or 63 American, and 37 of foreign parentage in each 100 deaths. 
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The following Table shows the nomber of decedents from diseases 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last nine- 
teen years : 

Table LXII. 



YEARS. 



1865.. 
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The results of nineteen years of registration, with record of ages of 
decedents from diseases of the heart, show in periods of twenty years 
of life, the following percentages : 

Under 20 years of age 10 7 per cent. 

Between 20 and 40 15.8 per cem . 

Between 40 and 60 '. 26.2 per cent . 

Between 60 and 80 41.6 per cent. 

Over 80 5.7 per cent. 



100 per cent. 
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It will be seen that nearly one-half of all the deaths from diseases 
of the heart were of persons over sixty years of age. 

Diseases of the heart have acquired large importance as a cause of 
death. From 2.88 per cent, of all causes of death, in 1865, heart 
diseases have gradually increased to 6.20 per cent., in 1883. 

PNEUMONIA. 

There were 400 decedents from pneumonia, in 1883. The number 
is 66 larger than in 1882, and has been equalled in but one year pre- 
viously, that is, in 1876. 

In 1876, however, the proportion to whole number of deaths was 
9.3 in every hundred, and in 1883 it was 7.5 in every hundred. 

Sex, — Of the 400 decedents from pneumonia, and including con- 
gestion of the lungs, 192 were males, and 208 were females ; or 92.3 
males to each 100 females. 

Parentage. — By parentage there were 198 of American, and 202 of 
foreign parentage. The proportions of decedents from pneumonia 
were 98 of American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

Season. — There were 216, or more than one-half, of the deaths 
occurred during the first four months of the year. The largest mor- 
tality was 61 in March, and 60 in April. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last nineteen years, the 
whole number of deaths reported in Khode Island ; the number and 
the percentage, with the sex and the parentage of the decedents from 
pneumonia, and the number in each year, in each division of the State : 
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Table LXIII. 
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Pneumonia as a cause of death has increased considerably, during 
the last nineteen years, but the increase has not been nearly as large, 
in proportion to whole number of deaths, as apoplexy or bronchitis. 

Sex. — The results of nineteen years of registration do not show any 
marked difference in the number of male and female decedents^ the 
proportions standing at 102.4 females to each 100 males. 

Parentage. — The results in regard to parentage are widely different. 
The proportions are 124.2 of American parentage to every 100 of for- 
eign parentage. 



150 



THIRTY-FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1883. 



Table LXIV. . 

Exhibiting the number of decedents from pneumonia, in each of the 
several periods of life, during each of the last nineteen 
years, from 1866 to 188S inclusive. 
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^^c. — Of the 5,062 decedents from pneumonia, during the period 
of nineteen years, 1,620, or nearly one-third, were under five years of 
age. During the period of life of over fifty years of age the number 
of decedents was 2,019, or about 40 per cent, of the whole number. 

The following summary will present the percentages in round num- 
bers : 

Undpr five yeari of npc 32 per ct-ni. 

Fiveyrftrwnnd nudtr twenty 6 per cent. 

Twenty vearB and niidrr fifty 82 i>er cent. 

Fifty years and over 40 per cent. 
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SCAKLATINA. 

The number of deaths returned as having been caused by scarlatina^ 
in 1883, was 34. 

There is no disease that has varied so much from year to year, as a 
cause of death, in its proportion to whole number of deaths, as scar- 
latina. 

In 1880 tlie decedents from scarlatina numbered 468. In 1867 the 
number was 14. 

Sex. — Of the 34 decedents from scarlatina, 17 were males, and 17 
were females. 

Parentage. — There were 14 of American parentage, and 20 of for- 
eign; or a proportion of 144 of foreign parentage to every 100 of 
American. 

During a period of nineteen years there were 1,401 decedents from 
scarlatina, of American parentage, and 1,627 decedents of foreign; 
or a proportion of 116 of foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 

The following Table will present the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-nine years, from 1855 to 1883 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State during that period, the number and 
})ercentage and sex of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number 
from scarlatina in each division of the State. It also shows, from 
1865 to 1883 inclusive, the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina : 
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COMPARATIVE BB8ULTS. 



The following Table presents concisely the percentage of total mor- 
tality from specified causes of death, resulting from twenty-three 
prominent causes, as reported in 1883 in the whole State, and in the 
several divisions of the State : 

Table LXV. 



CAUSES OP DEATH. 
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The five leading causes of death in 1883^ in the different localities 
of the State, are as follows, in the order as named : 

In Bristol county, consumption, pneumonia, old age, cholera in- 
fantum, apoplexy. 

In Kent county, consumption, apoploxy, diseases of the hcnrr. 
pneumonia, old age. 

• No infantile. 

19 
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Newport county towns, old age^ pneumonia, diseases of the heart, 
consumption, apoplexy. 

Newport city, consumption, old age, pneumonia, cholera infantum, 
diseases of the heart. 

Providence county towns, consumption, pneumonia, old age, chol- 
era infantum, fevers. 

Providence city, consumption, pneumonia, diseases of the heart, 
fevers, apoplexy. 

Washington county, consumption, old age, apoplexy, diseases of the 
heart, pneumonia. 

Whole State, consumption, pneumonia, diseases of the heart, old 
age, apoplexy. 

The following Table shows the percentages of several prominent 
causes of death, in the aggregate of total mortality from specified 
causes in Rhode Island, during a period of eight years, from 1876 to 
1883 inclusive : 
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TXARS. 
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IMmmE OF DISEASES, 

OR 

CAUSES OF DEATH. 



NAMES OF CAUSES OF DEATH. 



It should be stated that the nomenclature of diseases in the noso- 
logical arrangement on the following pages is not intended to include 
the names of the whole list of morbid phenomena affecting the human 
organism, but the names of such only as are directly the cause of 
death, or such as ordinarily predispose to, or set in motion the morbid 
processes that end in death. 

In the construction of the classification now adopted, use has been 
made of the results and conclusions of a committee of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians, of England (who have been engaged for several 
years in a revision of the British nomenclature of diseases), as far as 
such conclusions have been ascertained from brief reports in different 
medical journals, and from such other sources as were accessible (the 
complete report not having yet been issued), and from examination of 
the classifications in use in different countries in Europe and America. 

It should be said that all these classifications have been and are es- 
sentially alike, that all have been based designedly on observed facts 
and most advanced conclusions in relation to pathological processes 
and morbid conditions, inductive, causative, progressive and ultimate. 

The statistical nosology will consist of two lists of causes of death, 

A TABULAR LIST AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 

The Tabular List comprises the chief or primary causes of death 
which will be used in Table X on Classification and Percentage in the 
preparation of the Registrar's Annual reports, and will, therefore, in- 
clude all those named in the Supplemental List, when the final ar- 
rangement is completed. 

The Supplemental List is subordinate to the Tabular List, and 
contains synonyms, or names of related diseases, which may be actu- 
ally, or are supposed to be, causes of death, and which are in addition 
to those in the Tabular List, and which are often found in Physi- 
cian's certificates of death, as reiyorted to the State Registrar. 
These will all have a place, in alphabetical order, in Tables VIII and 
IX in the Reports, and will be variously grouped under different heads 
in Table X, as the figure which precedes each cause in the Supple- 
mental List will correspond with the figure of the head in the Tab- 
ular List under which that cause is placed. 



NOMENCLATURE OF CAUSES OF DEATH. 



CLASSES. 



I. General Diseases. — A. erEcipic and febrile. 
II. General Diseases. — B. cachectic. 

III. Special Diseases. — A. functional or organic. 

IV. Special Diseases. — B. developmental. 
V. Violent Deaths. — from injuries 



( Zymotic.^ 
( Constitutional.^ 
(^Local.y 
(^Developmental.^ 
( Violence.) 



SUB GROUPS OB OBDEBS. 



CLASS I. — Zymotic Diseases. 



Order one. Miasmatic. Order two, Enthetic. Order three, 
Dietic. Order four, Parasitic. 

CLASS II. — Constitutional Diseases. 
Order one. Diathetic. Order Two, Tubercular. 



Order one. Diseases of the Nervous System. Order two. 
Organs of Circulation. Order three, Organs of Respiration. 
Order four. Organs of Digestion. Order five, Urinary Or- 
gans. Order six, Reproductive Organs. Order seven. Osse- 
ous and Locomotory Organs. Order eight. Integumentary 
System. 



Order one. Of Children. Order two. Of Women. Order 
THREE, Of Old Age. Order four, Of Nutrition. 



CLASS III. — Local Diseases. 



CLASS IV. — Developmental Diseases. 



CLASS v.— Violent Deaths. 



Order one, Accidents and Negligence. Obdjsb two, Homi* 
cide. Order three, Suicide. 
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CLASS I. — Zymotic Diseases. 



TABULAR LIST. 



For Table X qf the Begittration^ Report. 

Order One. — Miasmatic. 
I. One.— 1. Carbuncle 

2. Cholera, Asiatic 
8. Cholera, Sporadic . 

4. Cholera Infantum . 

5. Cholera Morbus 

6. Croup (Pseudo Membranous) 

7. Diphtheria 

8. Diarrhoea 

9. Dysentery 

10. Erysipelas 

11. Fever. Bilious. 

12. Fever, Cerebro Spinal 
18. Fever, Intermittent 

14. Fever, Malarial 

15. Fever, Typhoid 

16. Fever, Typho-Malarial 

17. Fever, Unspecified . 

18. Fever, Yellow . 

19. Influenza (Epidemic 

20. Measles . 

21. Mumps ... 

22. Metria (Puerperal Fever) 

23. Pertussis . 

24. Tonsillitis 
26. Scarlatina 

26. Small Pox 

27. Varicella. 



Order Two.— Enthetic. 
[. Two.— 1. Glanders . 

2. Gonorrhea 

3. Hydrophobia . 

4. Mlalignant Pustule . 

5. Septicaemia 

6. Syphilis . 

Order Three. — Dietic. 

Three.— 1. Alcoholism 

2. Delirium Tremens . 

3. Inanition . 

4. Purpura and Scurvy 



Order Four. — Parasitic. 
Four.— 1. Apthffi 

2. Worms . 

8. Other Parasites 



90 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



Synonj/ms or Sdated Dimue». 

Order One.— Miasmatic. 

I. One.— 1. Anthrax. 

OangrenouB Boil. 
4. Enterocolitis, Mnfsn- 

Oastro Enteritis, f tile. 
10. Hospital Gangrene. 

Pvemia. 

Phagadena. 

Phlegmon. 
16. Infantile Fever. 

Typbne Ferer. 

20. Rothein. 

21. Parotitis. 

28. Child-bed Fever. 
28. Hooping Congh. 

24. Qainsy. 

25. Scarlet Fever. 
Angina Maligna. 

26. Varioloid. 

27. Chicken Pox. 
MUiaria. 



Order Two.— Enthetic. 

I. Two.— 2. Stricture of the Urethra. 

Oonorrueal Opthalmia. 
5. Mecasia. 



Order Three. — Dietic. 

I. Three.— 1. Intemperance. 
8. Privation. 
Starvation. 
Neglect. 



Order Four. — Parasitic. 

I. Four.— 1. Thrush. 

2. Tap** Worm. 
Trichianasis. 

3. Scabies. 
Hydatids. 

Porrigo, Favas, etc. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 



GLASS II. — Constitutional Diseases. 



TABULAR LIST. 



Order Oae.— Diathetic. 
II. One.— 1. Gout 

2. Dropsy . 
8. Aneemia . 

4. Cancer, Various 

5. Cancer of Breast 

6. Cancer of Stomach . 

7. Cancer of Uterus 

8. Noma (Canker) 

9. Mortification . 
10. Rheumatism . 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



n. One.— 2. AnftMrca. 

3. Leacocythieiuia. 
Chlorosic. 

4. Soft Cancer. 
Epitbelioma. 
MelanoilB. 
Loput. 

Otber kinds of CaDi-er. 
9. Bed-sore. 

Dry Oansrenc. 
10. Rheumatic OarditU. 
Rheumatic BvnoritiH. 
Rheumatic Mening:lti«. 



Order Two.— Tubercular 
II. Two.— 1. Scrofula . 

2. Tabes Mesenterica . 
8. Phthisis (Pulmonary) 

4. Hydrocephalus 

5. Tubercular Meningitis 



II. Two.— 1. Piioa0 (Lumbar) Ab«iceM. 

White Swelling. 

Cretiniam (Goitre). 

Adenetia. 

Morbus Cozariua. 

Pott'B Disease. 
8. Tubercular Peritonitis. 
8. Hiemoptysis. 



CLASS III.— Local Diseases. 



Order One.— Nervous System. 
III. One.— 1. Cephalitis 
2. Cerebritis 
8. Apoplexy 

4. Paralysis . 

5. Insanity . 

6. Chorea 

7. Epilepsy . 

8. Tetanus . 

9. Convulsions 
10. Brain Disetuei* 



Order Two.— Circulatory System. 

III. Two.— 1. Pericarditis .... 

2. Aneurism .... 
8. Hoart Disecuei* 



ni. One.— 1. Phrenitis. 

Menin^tis. 

Cerebro Spinal Meningi- 
tis. (Sporadic) 

5. Monomania. 
Fright 
Grief. 

Melancholia. 

Dementia. 

Rage. 

6. Hyi^teria. 

8. Laryngismus. 
Locl^aw. 

Trismus Nascentium. 
10. Neuralgia, Cerebral. 
Neurasthenia 
Disease of Spinal Oord. 
Necrencephalus (Ramol- 

lissement). 
Thromboris. Cerebral. 



m. Two.-I. Carditis. 

Endocarditis. 
8. Hypertrophia. 
Atrophia. 
Angina Pectoris. 
Syncope. 
Arteritis. 

Ossillcation of Aiteriea. 
Phlebitis. 

Hydropericardimn. 

Embolus. 

Thrombosis. 



* Not otherwise placed. 
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CLASS III.— Local Diseases. — Continued. 



TABULAR LIST. 



Order Three.— Respiratory System. 

HI. Three.— 1. Epistaxis 

2. Laryngitis . 

3. Brooch itis, Acute 

4. Bronchitis, Chronic 

5. Pleurisy 

6. Pneumonia . 

7. Asthma 

8. Lung Diseases* 



Order Four.— Digestive System. 
III. Four.— 1. Gastritis 

2. Enteritis 

3. Peritonitis 

4. Ascites . 

5. Ulceration of Intestines 

6. Hernia . 

7. Ileus . 

8. Intussusception . 

9. Stricture of Intestines 
Fistula 



10. 

11. Stomach Diseoies* . 

12. Pancreeu Diseases* 
18. Hepatitis 

14. Jaundice 

15. Liver Diseases* 

16. Spken Diseases* . 

17. Bowel Diseases* . 



Order Five.— Urinary System. 

m Five.— 1. Nephritis . 

2. Ischuria 

3. Nepbria (Bright's Disease) 

4. Diabetes 

5. Calculus (Gravel, &c.) . 

6. Cystitis. ... 

7. Prostate, Disease of 

8. Kidney Diseases* . 

9. Bladder, Diseases of* . 
10. Testicles, Disease of . 



Order Six.— Generative System. 

nXAUE. 

in. Six. — 1. Ovarian Dropsy . 

2. Diseases of Utenis* 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



IIL Three.— 2. (Edema GlottidiH. 

5. Empyema. 
DiapbnigmitiB. 
Pneumothorax. 
Hydrothorax. 

6. Palmonary Apoplexy. 
HflBmoptyeis.t 
CoDgrfUon of Langs. 

7. Grinders* Asthma. 
Miners* Asthma. 
Emphysema. 



m. Four.— 1. Glossitis. 

Stomstitis. 
Pharyngitis. 
(Eaophiudtis. Not 
2. Gastro Enteritis. I In- 
Entero Colitir. ) fan- 

5. Perforation of— tile. 

6. Congenital. 
•Femoral. 
Inguinal. 
Scrotal. 
Umbilical. 
Ventral. 

7. Constipation. 
Obstipaiion. 
Perityphlitis. 
Typhlitis. 

9. Strict (Esophagus. 
11. Dyspepsia. 

Pyrosis. 

Gastralgia. 

Hcmaiemesis. 

Meliena. 
14. Gall-stones. 
16. Cirrhosis. 



m. Five. 



-8. Albuminuria. 
6. Cystirrhoea. 

8. Diuresis. 
Unmaturia. 
Uremia. 

9. Urethritis. 
10. Orchitis. 



III. Six.— 1. Ovarian Tumor. 

S. Hysteritis, Metritis. 
Uterine Uteri. 
Polypus Tumor. 
Ovariiis. 
Pelvic Cellnlitis. 



* Not otherwim.' placed. 



t See Class II. Order T«ro-a, Sop. List. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 
CLASS III.— Local Diseases.— Continued. 



Order Seven ^Osseous and Locomo- 
tory System. 

Ill, SeTeii. — L Uones^ Diseases of 

Yertebrte, Dtseaaufl of . 



Nine.— Organs of special 
Sense. 

Wrm AXD MMM. 

a OjpUtblmltli ; . 

4 Otitic ..... 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



lU, 8«teiL— 1. Ostitis. 

PeriovtitfB. 
FngilitM 0«iain. 
Moliitiefl Ossinm. 
Rickein. 

Carlet, Necro«i«. 

Bxottotia. 
2. Synovitis. 

Hip Disease.t 
8. Spine Disease. 

Spine, Caries and Nec- 
roais. 



IIL Eight.— 1. Abscess, part not stated. 

Whitlow. 
8. Boseoia. 
Urticaria. 
Eczema. 
Herpes. 
Pemphigus. 
Ecthyma. 
Imp«tiflo. 
Psoriaus, Ac. 
Dermatitis (from bams. 



CLASS IV.— Developmental Diseases. 



Order One. — Developmental Dis- 
eases of Children, 

IV. One.— 1. Still'lKTD 

2. Debility, Infantile 

3. Debility, Prematura 

4. Cyanosis 

5. Spina Bifida . 

6. Other MalformatioOi 

7. Teething 

8. Innutrition . 



nr. One.—a. Asthctik, 

4. Atelectasis PnlmoDom. 
e. Anns I , 

Cleft Palaie. 

Idiocy. 



• Not othemiw placed, t See Class II, Order Two— 1, Sup. X Bee OltM I, Order Od«— 10, Sap. 
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CLASS IV. — Developmental Diseases. — Continued. 



TABULAR LIST. 

Order Two.— Developmental Dis- 
eases of Women. 

IV. Two.— 1. Paramenia .... 

2. Childbirth* .... 



Order Three.— Developmental Dis- 
eases of Old People. 

IV. Three.— 1. Old Age 



Order Four.— Diseases of Nutrition. 
Adolescent and Adult. 

IV. Four.— 1. Atrophy .... 

2. Debility .... 



SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 



IV. Two.— 1. Anenorrhoea. 

Chlorosi8.t 
Climacterlm. 
MeoorrhagU. 
3. Mlacarriage. 
Abortion. 
Pnerperal Mania. 
Poerperal Convaliiiont. 
Phlegmasia Dolen«. 
CsMarian OperaUon. 
Extra-uterine F<etation. 
Floodhig. 

Retention of Placenta. 
Presentation of Placenta. 
Deformed Pelvis 
Mammary Abscess. 



IV. Fonr.- 



-1. Marasmas. 

Malnutrition. 
%, Asthenia. 

RzbauBtion. 



CLASS v.— Violent Deaths. 



Order One. — Accident or Negligence 
V. One.— 1. Fractures and Contusions 
2. Wounds, Unspecified 
8. Burns and Scalds . 

4. Poison . 

5. Drowning . 

6. Suffocation . 

7. Various. 



Order Two.— Homicide. 

Order Three. — Suicide. 
V. Three.— 1. Wounds. Unspecified . 

Wounds, Pistol or Gunshot 
Wounds, Knife 

2. Poison . 

3. Drowning 

4. Hanging 

5. Otherwise 



V. One.— 1. Railroad and other Acci- 
dents. 

5. Lost at Sea. 

6. Asphyxia. 
Stran((ulAtlon. 

7. Exposure. 
Co d Water. 
Frosen. 
Heat. 
Lightninr. 
Snrgicai Operation. 

V. Two.— 1. Infanticide. 

Patncide. 
Matricide. 
Fratricide. 
Filicide, ftc 



Order Four.— Various. 
V. Four.— 1. Unclassified . 
2. Cause not specified 



* See Class I, Order One— 22, Tab. List 



t See Class II, Order One— 5, Sup. 
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Suggestions concerning physicians' certificates of death. It 

should be the endeavor to specify the causes of death as definitely and 
correctly as possible. It is not unusual to find a return of death with 
the physician's certificate, naming the cause of death, " Paralysia/* 
"Paraplegia," *^Fits," "Convulsions," "Dropsy," &c., which are 
merely secondary or consecutive causes, simply symptoms only^ or re- 
sults of some organic lesion or pathological derangement. Sometimes 
the alleged cause is really the final cause, as in a case of termination 
of life by paralysis, but the cause given as paralysis is not the deter- 
mining cause. Apoplexy, or some lesion of the nervous centres, 
must be the original and determining cause of paralysis, paraplegia, 
hemiplegia, &c., and the determining cause should be stated as the 
primary in the return or certificate. 

Convulsions are the symptoms or results of some antecedent 
or concurrent disease. They follow meningitis and other structural 
lesions of the nervous centres : they also occur from reflex derangement 
or disturbance of the nervous centres, as in children, from intestinal 
irritation, or from inflammation, as in gastritis, enteritis, nephritis, 
&c. In such cases they may be contributory to death, and perhaps, 
in rare instances, a final cause, by inducing or taking the form of tonic 
or tetanic spasm. But as contributory, or as a final cause, they are 
simply concomitant, and are not unfrequently manifestations of the 
desperate efforts of expiring vitality to regain original and normal 
control. They should find place as secondary causes only in certificates 
of death. 

''Fits'' is too unmeaning a term to be used in any case. 

The word in a medical sense literally means an attack, an occurrence, 
or succession of attacks of some physical or mental disturbance, as 
"fits of sickness," "fits of melancholy, &c.," and is not properly used 
as synonymous with convulsions from any cause. It would be just as 
sensible to attribute a death to an "occurrence" or an "attack" as a 
cause, as to "fits," without other qualification. 

" Dropsy " and "Ascites " have been allowed to stand as deter- 
mining causes of death because of extended use, and because of the 
obscurity with which their causes in rare instances are involved. We 
can scarcely conceive of a dropsical accumulation without antecedent 
organic or functional disorder, derangement of the absorbent or secre- 
tory system, or depravation of the blood. They are left in the tabular 
list with not a little reluctance. Paralysis is also left in the tabular 
list for a like reason, and with the same doubt of propriety. 

It may be suggested that it is sometimes difficult, and occasion- 
ally impossible, to ascertain positively the chief or leading cause of 
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death. The physician last in attendance may find several functional 
or structural diseases, the morbid conditions multiple and complex, 
and not only the initial derangement, but the succession of morbid 
processes, proximate, consecutive and ultimate, inextricably entangled 
and lost to discovery. 

The careful diagnostician will, however, even then be able to conceive 
the probable leading cause, but, whether or not, he will be able at least 
to ascertain the most prominent and controlling lesion or 
functional derangement then existing, and which may reason- 
ably be accepted as the primary cause of death. 

The preceding remark applies very properly to cases of adventitious 
diseases which prove fatal, when occurring in individuals already suf- 
fering from some chronic disease of slower progress, as when fatal dys- 
entery attacks a consumptive person, or one having chronic nephritis 
dies from pneumonia. The acute disease occurring independently 
of the chronic disease is the chief cause of death, although the 
fatal event may have been made more sure by the existence of the 
antecedent disease, and although the antecedent disease would have 
ultimately caused death. 

In attributing death to scrofula, tuberculosis, tumor, cancer and 
other generic terms as causes, the organic structure or locality 
where the disease is developed should always be given, otherwise 
such terms are very indefinite, and discredit the acquirements of the 
certifying physician. 

The objects desired in presenting the preceding nomencla- 
ture of causes of death, and the suggestions following, are to sub- 
serve the purpose of greater uniformity in the use of nosological terms, 
and to promote the accomplishment of entire definiteness, accuracy, 
and completeness in the physicians' certificates of causes of death. 

The returns of deaths in Rhode Island have been from year to year 
acquiring greater completeness. The improvement, however, has been 
greater in relation to every other fact connected with the events 
of death than with the fact of cause. This defect in large meas- 
ure is the result of disregard of the statute law on the part of the 
individuals having the decedents in charge, before and after death, 
both medical and mortuary. 

The State of Bhode Island has a leading reputation for the extent 
and completeness of its vital statistics. It is not excelled, if equalled, 
by any State in the Union. With the exception of two or three, there 
are no States that have approximate completeness of numbers of dece- 
dents, and fullness of statements of fact connected therewith. It is 
hoped that the physicians of Bhode Island will feel a professional and 
patriotic interest in the further elevation of the reputation of the State 
as a collector of accurate and complete vital statistics. 



The Laws of Rhode Island 

IN RSLATION TO 

Vital Statistics, the State Board of Bealth, Marriage and Siverce. 



PUBLIC STATUTES, CHAPTER 85. 



OF THE REGISTRATION OP BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or any person whom the 
board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town may appoint for 
that purpose, shall obtain, chronologically record and index, as required by the 
forms prescribed by section three of this chapter, all information concerning 
births, marriages and deaths occurring among the inhabitants of their respective 
towns ; and on or before the first Monday in March, annually, shall make duly 
certified returns thereof to the secretary of the state board of health for the years 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding, accompanying the 
same with a list of the persons required by law to make returns to them, who 
have neglected to do so, and with such remarks relating to the object of this 
chapter as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The secretary of the state board of health shall receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually make a general abstract 
and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section three of this chapter, and 
publish not exceeding one thousand copies thereof. Said returns, after such 
report is prepared, shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of State, who 
shall cause the same to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the names to 
be made, and the whole to be bound in volumes of convenient size, and carefully 
preserved in his office. 

Sec. 8. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter 
shall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of the state board of health, 
to clergymen, pliysicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of meetings of the 

21 
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Society of Friends and other persons requiring them, substantially as follows : 
The record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the 
child, whether born alive or still-born, the name and surname, color, occupatioD, 
residence and birthplace of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as the 
same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of the 
marriage, place, name, residence and official station of the person by whom mar- 
ried, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and residence 
of each, condition, that is whether single or widowed, what marriage, that is 
whether first, second, third or other marriage, the occupation, birthplace and 
name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be 
ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and sur- 
name of deceased, the sex, color and condition, whether single or married, age, 
occupation, place of death, place of birth, Aames and birthplace of parents, dis- 
ease or cause of death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

Sec. 4. Every meeting of the Society of Friends, clergyman, and all others 
authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such 
rite performed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same for 
the last preceding month, on or before the second Monday of every month, to the 
town clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed ; and to 
marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to 
the person about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a meeting of the Society of 
Friends, a certificate containing the information required for the record of a nuur- 
riage, as prescribed by this chapter. 

Sec. 5. The town clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of Janu- 
ary, collect the information required by this chapter, in relation to all children 
born in the town during the year ending on the thirty-first day of December next 
preceding. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-born child shall be brought 
forth in this state, the physician attending at such bringing forth or last sickness, 
if any physician so attended, shall within forty-eight hours after such death or 
bringing forth, leave with the family, if any, or person having the care of the 
deceased, or the person bringing forth such still-born child, or give to the under- 
taker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating, in case of a death, 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of the 
death, and in case of the bringing forth of a still-born child, the date and the 
cause of such child being brought forth still-born. 

Sec. 7. Every town council may appoint a sufficient number of persons to act 
as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of such council. 

Sec. 8. No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or buiy or de- 
posit in a tomb, or remove from this state, or otherwise dispose of the remains of 
any deceased person or still-born child, unless he shall first obtain the physician's 
certificate required by section six of this chapter, if a physician was in attend- 
ance upon such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth sach still- 
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born child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the 
information required by section three of this chapter, to the town clerk of the 
town where such death or bringing forth took place. 

Sec. 9. Any town may make ordinances more effectually to attain the objects 
herein contemplated. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for 
each record of a death made and returned as required by law, and for each record 
of a marriage made and returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to 
them out of their respective town treasuries : Provided, that the yearly compen- 
sation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town clerk or 
person appointed as aforesaid, who shall perform the duties prescribed by this 
chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making re- 
turns of deaths as required by section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each 
full report of a death made to the town clerk, five cents, in the cities of Provi- 
dence and Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of the state. 

Sbc. 11. Every clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other person, who shall wilfully neglect or 
refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chap- 
ter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence, one-half thereof 
to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one-half thereof to 
the use of the person who shall complain of the same. 

8ec. 12. Every clergyman, physician, coroner, undertaker or clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be re- 
corded in the town clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sbc. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted 
by any court of probate, upon the estate of any person, until the death of such 
person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as 
near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Skc. 14. The town clerks of the several towns, the city clerk of the city of 
Newport, and the city registrar of the city of Providence, shall have the custody 
of all records of births, deaths and marriages of their respective towns, whether 
made under the statutes now in force or any former statute, and a certificate 
signed by them, certifying that any written or printed statement of any marriage, 
birth or death is a true copy of the record in their custody, shall be admitted as 
evidence of such marriage, birth or death. 

Sbc. 15. Births, marriages and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sbc. 16. The secretary of the state board of health may, from time to time, 
vary the forms of returns, and require such additional information as he may 
consider necessary to accomplish the object of this chapter. 

Sbc. 17. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter to col. 
led, record and return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees therefor 
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as follows : For making record and return of these facts as required by law, 
twenty cents each for the first fifty entries in each calendar year, and ten ceDts 
each for each subsequent entry and return ; to be paid by the town in which the 
birth is recorded. 

Sec. 18. The town clerlLS of the several towns, or other persons appointed 
under this chapter to collect the births in the several towns, shall annually in the 
month of January, collect the facts concerning the births within their respective 
towns, required by this chapter ; and shall, so far as practicable, at the same time 
collect the names of all persons liable to be enrolled in the militia, as required by 
title thirty-four ; and the census of all persons between the ages of five and fif- 
teen years inclusive, as provided by chapter fifty ; and shall receive therefor such 
compensation as the town council or the board of aldermen of their respective 
towns or cities shall determine: Praeided, ihtLi the city of Providence shall be 
exempt from so much of the provisions of this section as relates to the collection 
of the statistics of births. 

Sec. 19. Blanks for the foregoing purposes shall be furnished, on application 
therefor, on or before the first day of December in the year preceding, by the state 
board of health for the collection of births, by the adjutant-general for the taking 
of the enrolled militia, and by the commissioner of public schools for the census 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 20. The person or persons who shall discharge the duties required by 
section eighteen of this chapter, if other than the town clerk, shall make full 
return thereof to the town clerk of his or their town, on or before the tenth day 
of February next following. 

Sec. 21. The returns required to bo made by clerks of the supreme court, in 
relation to divorces, to the secretary of the state board of health, or a prepared 
abstract thereof, shall be published in the annual report on the births, marriages 
and deaths in the state. 



CHAPTER 83. 

OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
appoint six persons, two from the county of Providence, and one from each of 
the other counties, who shall constitute the state board of health, one of whom 
shall be appointed in each year for the term of six years from the first day of 
July. Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the remainder of the term. 
Of the persons so appointed at least three shall be well educated physicians, and 
members of some medical society incorporated by the state. The governor may 
remove any member, for cause, at any time, upon the written reqaest of two- 
thirds of the board. 
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Sec. 2. The board shall take cognizaoce of the interests of life and health 
among the citizens of the state. They shall make investigations into the causes 
of disease, and especially of epidemics and endemics among the people, the 
sources of mortality, and the effects of localities, employments, conditions and 
circumstances on the public health, and shall faithfully do all in their power to 
ascertain the causes and the best means for the prevention of diseases of every 
kind in the state. They shall publish and circulate, from time to time, such in- 
formation as they may deem to be important and useful for diffusion among the 
people of the state, and shall investigate and give advice in relation to soch sub- 
jects relating to the public health as may be referred to them by the general assem- 
bly, or by the governor when the general assembly is not in session. 

Sbc. 8. The state board of health shall also investigate the subject of diseases 
among cattle or other animals. 

Sbc, 4. The board shall meet in the city of Providence once in three months, 
and as much oftener as they may deem necessary. No member of the board, 
except the secretary, shall receive any compensation for bis services ; but the 
actual persona] expenses of any member, while engaged in the duties of the 
board, shall be paid by the state. 

Sec. 5. The board shall elect a well qualified physician as their secretary, 
who shall be ex officio a meml)er of the board, the commissioner of public health, 
and state registrar, but he shall not be permitted to vote on any question in which 
he is personally interested, or be entitled to any additional compensation for 
mileage or expenses. 

Sec. 6. The secretary of the said board shall make inquiry from time to time, 
of the clerks of town and local boards of health, and practicing physicians, in 
relation to the prevalence of any disease, or knowledge of any known or generally 
believed source of disease, or causes of general ill-health, and also in relation to 
the proceedings of the said boards of health in respect to acts for the promotion 
and protection of the public health, and also in relation to diseases among do- 
mestic animals in their several towns and localities respectively ; and the said 
clerks of town and local boards of health, and the said practicing physicians, 
shall give such information, in reply to said inquiries, of such facts and circum- 
stances as shall have come to their knowledge. 

Sec. 7. The secretary shall perform and superintend the work prescribed for 
said board by law, and such other duties as the board may require, and he shall 
receive such salary, not in excess of twelve hundred dollars annually, as the 
board may determine. He shall hold his office during the pleasure of the board, 
and may be removed at any regular meeting, by a majority vote of the members 
thereof. 

Sec. 8. The governor shall provide a suitable office for the board in the city 
of Providence, and the actual expenses of the board and of the members thereof, 
when certified by the chairman and approved by the governor, shall be paid from 
the state treasury. 
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Sec. 9. The board shall make a report in print to the general aflaemblj, 
annually, of its proceedings during the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December next preceding, with such suggestions in relation to the sanitary laws 
and interests of the state as they shall deem important. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MARRIAGE. 



CHAPTER 163 PUBLIC STATUTES. 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and declare 
marriages within prohibited degrees null and void. 

Sbction 4 makes an exception in favor of Jews, within the degrees of affinity 
or consanguinity allowed by their religion. 

Section 5 declares the marriage of persons having a husband or wife liTlng, 
and of idiots or of lunatics, absolutely void. 

Sec. 6. "Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who 
shall be damieUed in this state, and either justice of the supreme court, may Join 
persons in marriage in any town of the state.*' (It will be seen that clergymen 
from other states cannot lawfully solemnize marriages in Rhode Island.) 

Section 7 defines what shall be understood by the term "religious denomina- 
tion," within the meaning of the preceding section. 

Sec. 8. Wardens in the town of New Shoreham may join persons in marriage 
in said town. 

Section 9 provides that no minister, elder, magistrate or warden shall join per- 
sons in marriage, unless such persons, if retddents of this state, shall firsi 
present (to the clergyman or other persons officiating) a certificate properly exe- 
cuted and signed by the town or city clerk or city registrar of the town or city 
in which EACH of such persons shall RESPECTIVELY reside, 
and if not residents of this state, then from the town or city clerk or reg- 
istrar of tJie town or city in which ilie marriage shall he solemnized, to the effect that 
the said town or city clerk or registrar has duly recorded the intention of 
marriage between the parties named in the certificate, the said certificate also 
setting forth the names and surnames of the parties, the age, color, occupation, 
birthplace and residence of each, whether either or both have been before mar- 
ried, and if before married, whether the marriage intended is the first, second, 
third or other marriage, and also whether the condition of either or both persons 
previously married is that of a divorced person, and the names, occupation and 
birthplace of each of their parents ; and no town or city clerk or city registrar 
shall issue such certificate to any minor or person under guardianship, nnleas the 
consent in writing of the parent or guardian shall have been first obtained thereto. 
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provided, however, such certificate may be issued to a female over eighteen years 
of age, who has no parent or guardian living in the United States. (The legal 
minority of both sexes terminates at the age of twenty-one.) 

Sbction 10 provides that every Society of Friends, and every person authorized 
to join persons in marriage shall certify upon the certificate required in section 
nine of this chapter the time when and the place where the marriage shall have been 
solemnized by him, and shall on or before the second Monday of every month, re- 
turn the certificate of every marriage solemnized by him during the last preceding 
month, to the clerk or registrar of the town or city in w?uch such rite shall have 
been performed. 

Section 11 forbids the solemnization of the marriage ceremony, by any person, 
when lawful objection is made thereto in writing, until such lawful objection be 
removed. 

Sbctionb 12 and 18 provide that any person who shall join persons in marriage 
without first receiving the certificate required in section nine of this chapter, or 
otherwise contrary to, or in violation of, chapter 163 of the Public Statutes, shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding six months, or fined not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 

Section 14 provides that all persons married without duly proceeding as re- 
quired by chapter 168. shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars. 

Sec. 15. The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two wit- 
nesses at least, besides the minister, elder or magistrate officiating. 

Beotion 16 relates to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, 
making them valid if in accordance with the forms, rites and ceremonies of the 
same respectively. 

Section 17 provides that at least one of the parties to any marriage solemnized 
according to the manner and form of the Society of Friends, or rites and cere- 
monies of the Jewish religion shall, before the celebration thereof, sign and deliver 
to the town or city clerk or city registrar of the town or city in which such mar- 
riage is solemnized, the certificate required in section nine. 



CHAPTER 167. 
OF DIVORCE. 

Section 1. Divorces from the bond of marriage shall be decreed in case of 
any marriage originally void or voidable by law. and in case either party is for 
crime deemed to be or treated as if civilly dead, or, from absence or other cir- 
cumstances, may be presumed to be naturally dead. 

Sec. 2. Divorces shall be decreed for impotency, adultery, extreme cruelty, 
wilful desertion for five years of either of the parties, or for such desertion for a 
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shorter period of time in the discretion of the court, for continued drankeoMi^ 
for neglect or refusal on the part of the husband, being of sulBcient atHUly. Ii 
provide necessaries for the subsistence of his wife ; and for any other gnm mk- 
behavior and wickedness in either of the parties, repugnant to, and io Tiolaito 
of, the marriage covenant. 

8ec. 8. Whenever it shall appear that the absence, adultery, cruelty, deaertlai 
or other cause of complaint, as aforesaid, was committed or occasioned by Hie 
collusion of the parties, and done or contrived with an intention to procoivt 
divorce, in such case no divorce shall be decreed. 

Bsc. 4. Whenever a divorce shall be had for the causes of affinity, conna- 
guinity. impotency, idiocy, lunacy, or crime of either of the parties, the wife 
shall have restored to her all her lands, tenements anid hereditaments ; sad a 
judgment may be passed for a restoration to her of all or such part of the permd 
estate specifically, or the value thereof, which has come to the huslMiDd's handi 
by virtue of the marriage, as the court from the circumstances of the case shall 
deem equitable. 

8ec. 5. Whenever the divorce shall be occasioned by adultery, or other of the 
causes aforesaid, done or committed on the part of the wife, the husband shall 
hold the personal estate not secured to her by law. forever, and her real estate 
not secured to her by law, during hia natural life, in case they have had fame 
bom alive of her body during the marriage, otherwise during her natural life 
only, if he shall survive her. 

Sbc. 6. The court may, in such case, allow the wife for her subsistence so 
much of her real and personal estate as tbey shall deem necessary or proper. 

Sec. 7. Whenever a divorce is granted for adultery, or crime on the part of 
the husband, the wife shall be entitled to dower in the same manner as if he were 
dead, unless the court shall decree alimony, chargeable upon the estate of the 
husband, instead of such dower. 

Sec. 8. Whenever a divorce shall be had for adultery, or for any of the cauees 
aforesaid, done or committed on the part of the husband, the wife shall continue 
to hold all her property, real and personal, secured to her by law, free from any 
right in, or control over, her disposition of the same, either during her life or at 
her death : and, if there be no issue living, shall be restored to all other her lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, if any there be. 

Sec. 9. In such case the wife shall also be allowed out of the real or personal 
estate of the husband, or out of both, such alimony as the court shall think 
reasonable, not exceeding the use of one moiety of his real estate, during the life 
of the wife, and the property of one-half of his personal estate, having regard 
to the personal property which came to the husband by the marriage, and his 
ability. 

Sec. 10. If there be issue living at the time of the divorce, the court, with 
regard to ordering restoration to the wife of such of her lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, if any, as may not be secured to her by law. and in regard to the 
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amount of nlimony to be Allowed to her out of the property of the husband, may 
do as they shall judge the circumstances of the case may require. 

Sec. 11. Divorces from bed, board, and future cohabitation, until the parties 
be reconciled, may be granted for any of the causes for which by law a divorce 
from the bond of marriage may be decreed, and for such other causes as may 
seem to require the same. 

Sec. 12. In case of such divorce, the court may assign to the petitioner a 
separate maintenance out of the estate or property of the husband or wife, as the 
cnse may be, in such manner, and of such amount, as they may think necessary 
or proper. 

Sec. 13. Every petition shall be signed by the petitioner, if of sound mind 
and of legal age to consent to marrisge, otherwise, upon application to the court, 
and after notice to the party in whose name the petition shall be filed, the court 
may allow such petition ti> be signed by a guardian or next friend. 

Sec. 14. All jurisdiction over divorce, alimony, separate maintenance, or the 
custody, education, and support of the children of persons divorced or petition- 
ing for a divorce, is vested in the suprt^me court. 

Sec 15. Said court shall have no cognizance of, or jurisdiction over any 
petition for the same, or either of the same, unless the petitioner shall, at the 
time of preferring such petition, be a domiciled inhabitant of this state, and 
have resided therein for the period of one year, next before the preferring of 
such petition. 

Sec. 16. All such petitions shall l>e filed, heard, and tried in the county in 
which the pclilioner shall reside. 

Sec 17. The said court may, by general rule or otherwise, prescribe the 
notice to be given, within or without the state, on such petitions, and may issue 
such proces.s as may be necessary to carry into effect all powers conferred upon 
them in relation to the same. 

Sections 18, 19 and 20 contain provisions in relation to citations to adverse 
party residing without the state, or in parts unknown. 

Skc 21. Whenever any citation, issued under the provisions of this chapter, 
shall be served by a disinterested person, such person shall return the same, hav- 
ing made oath thereon of the place where, the time when, and the manner in 
which he shall have made service of the said citation. 

Section 22 provides for giving and ensuring proper and sufficient notice to the 
adverse party. 

Sec 23. The said court is empowered to regulate the custodj*, and provide 
for the education, maintenance and support of the children of all persons by 
tbem divorced or petitioning for a divorce, and of all persons to whom a separate 
maintenance may be granted, or who may petition for the same ; to make such 
allowance to the wife, out of the estate of her husband, for the purpose of en- 
abling her to prosecute or defend against any such petition for divorce or separate 
niaintenance. in case she has no properly of her own, available for such purpose, 
22 
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shorter period of time in the discretion of the court, for continued drunkenness, 
for neglect or refusal on the part of the husband, being of sufficient ability, to 
provide necessaries for the subsistence of his wife ; and for any other gross mis- 
behavior and wickedness in either of the parties, repugnant to. and in violation 
of, the marriage covenant. 

Sbc. 8. Whenever it shall appear that the absence, adultery, cruelty, desertion 
or other cause of complaint, as aforesaid, was committed or occasioned by the 
collusion of the parties, and done or contrived with an intention to procure a 
divorce, in such case no divorce shall be decreed. 

Sbc. 4. Whenever a divorce shall be had for the causes of affinity, consan- 
guinity, impotency, idiocy, lunacy, or crime of either of the parties, the wife 
shall have restored to her all her lands, tenements anid hereditaments ; and a 
judgment may be passed for a restoration to her of all or such part of the personal 
estate specifically, or the value thereof, which has come to the husband's hands 
by virtue of the marriage, as the court from the circumstances of the case shall 
deem equitable. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the divorce shall be occasioned by adultery, or other of the 
causes aforesaid, done or committed on the part of the wife, the husband shall 
hold the personal estate not secured to her by law. forever, and her real estate 
not secured to her by law, during his natural life, in case they have had issue 
born alive of her body during the marriage, otherwise during her natural life 
only, if he shall survive her. 

Sbc. 6. The court may, in such case, allow the wife for her subsistence so 
much of her real and personal estate as they shall deem necessary or proper. 

Sec. 7. Whenever a divorce is granted for adultery, or crime on the part of 
the husband, the wife shall be entitled to dower in the same manner as if he were 
dead, unless the court shall decree alimony, chargeable upon the estate of the 
husband, instead of such dower. 

Sec. 8. Whenever a divorce shall be had for adultery, or for any of the causes 
aforesaid, done or committed on the part of the husband, the wife shall continue 
to hold all her property, real and personal, secured to her by law, free from any 
right in, or control over, her disposition of the same, either during her life or at 
her death : and, if there be no issue living, shall be restored to all other her lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, if any there be. 

Sec 9. In such case the wife shall also be allowed out of the real or personal 
estate of the husband, or out of both, such alimony as the court shall think 
reasonable, not exceeding the use of one moiety of his real estate, during the life 
of the wife, and the property of one-half of his personal estate, having regard 
to the personal property which came to the husband by the marriage, and his 
ability. 

Sec. 10. If there be issue living at the time of the divorce, the court, with 
regard to ordering restoration to the wife of such of her lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, if any, as may not be secured to her by law, and in regard to the 
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amount of nlimony to be Allowed to her out of the property of the husband, may 
do as they shall judge the circumstances of the case may require. 

Sec. 11. Divorces from bed, board, and future cohabitation, until the parties 
be rccoDciled, may be granted for any of the causes for which by law a divorce 
from the bond of marriage may be decreed, and for such other causes as may 
seem to require the same. 

Sec. 12. In case of such divorce, the court may assign to the petitioner a 
separate mnintcnanee out of the estate or property of the husband or wife, as the 
case may l)c, in such manner, and of such amount, as they may think necessary 
or proper. 

Sec. 13. Every petition shall be signed by the petitioner, if of sound mind 
jmd of legal age to consent to marrisge, otherwise, upon application lo the court, 
and after notice to the party in whose name the petition shall be filed, the court 
may allow such petition to be signed by a guardian or next friend. 

Sec. 14. All jurisdiction over divorce, alimony, separate maintenance, or the 
custody, education, and support of the children of persons divorced or petition- 
ing for a divorce, is vested in the suprt^me court. 

Sec. 15. Said court shall have no cognizance of, or jurisdiction over any 
petition for the same, or either of the same, unless the petitioner shall, at the 
time of preferring such petition, be a domiciled inhabitant of this state, and 
have resided therein for the period of one year, next before the preferring of 
such petition. 

Sec. 16. All such petitions shall be filed, heard, and tried in the county in 
which the petitioner hhall reside. 

Skc. 17. The said court may, by general rule or otherwise, prescribe the 
notice lo be given, within or without the state, on such petitions, and may issue 
such process as may be necessary to carry into effect all powers conferred upon 
them in relation to the same. 

Sections 18, 19 and 20 contain provisions in relation to citations to adverse 
party residing without the state, or in parts unknown. 

Skc. 21. Whenever any citation, issued under the provisions of this chapter, 
sliall be served by a disinterested person, such person shall return the same, hav- 
ing made oath thereon of the place where, the time when, and the manner in 
which he shall have made service of the said citation. 

Section 22 provides for giving and ensuring proper and sufficient notice to the 
adverse parly. 

Sec 23. The said court is empowereil to regulate the custody, and provide 
for the education, maintenance and support of the children of all persons by 
tbem divorced or petitioning for a divorce, and of all persons to whom a separate 
maintenance may be granted, or who may petition for the same ; to make such 
allowance to the wife, out of the estate of her husband, for the purpose of en- 
abling her to prosecute or defend against any such petition for divorce or separate 
maintenance, in case she has no properly of her own, available for such purpose, 
22 
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as they may think reasonable and proper ; and to make all necessary orders and 
decrees concerning the same, and the same at any time to alter, amend and annul 
for sufficient cause, after notice to the parties interested therein. 

Sec. S4. The said court may authorize a married woman to whom a divorco 
from the bond of marriage is decreed to change her name, with the same rights 
and liabilities ns if her name had not been changed. 

Sec. 25. After the filing and during the pendency of any petition under this 
chapter, the supreme court may, as in equity, make such interlocutory decrees, 
or grant such temporary injunctions as may be necessary, until a hearing can be 
had before the court. 

CHAPTER 198. 
OF DIVOUCES. 

Srction 5. The clerks of the supreme court in the several counties shall make 
returns to the secretary of the state board of health, on or before the first day of 
March, in each and every year, for the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December preceding, of all the appliaitions for divorce, showing the number, the 
number granted, and the causes which are given for the application, but without 
the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which shall be furnished 
them by the secretary of the state board of health. 
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